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We are about to enter 
Autumn and an excellent 
time for open top 
motoring. Between the 
celebrations of the 
Centenary of the MG 
marque, the 60th 
Anniversary of our club 
and the upcoming Show n 
Shine there are plenty of 
opportunities for us to 
get our cars on the road. 
Thanks to the members 
who go to the effort to 
organise all these events. 
  
The Committee has 
formed a sub committee 

to consider the future of 
the Club. I think we will 
end up with something 
like a 5 year plan. Items 
to be considered will 
include level of yearly 
fees, how much we 
return to members via 
subsidies of events, do 
we need the level of 
reserves we have, 
alternative 
accommodation should 
we have to move from 
our current rooms - lease, 
buy, build, meet in a pub? 
  
If members have a view 
on any items above or 
any other issue related to 
the Club’s future please 
feel free to put your 
thoughts in an email to 
me as Chair of sub 
committee. The sub 
committee is due to 
report to the full 
Committee in June. There 
of course will be a 
subsequent report to 
members. 
  
Thanks to all the 
members that have paid 
their membership 
renewal in a timely 
manner. Our membership 

currently stands at about 
280. Unfortunately some 
members are quite slow 
in responding to 
Richard’s reminders and 
make the job of 
Membership Secretary 
harder than it needs to 
be. At the AGM the 
members will be asked to 
consider a reduction in 
days of grace to 30 days 
rather than the current 
90 days. It seems to me 
to be quite unfair to 
allow the process of 
membership renewal to 
be such a drawn out 
affair. 
  
I hope to see you at the 
Show n Shine. Doug will 
appreciate some more 
early entries to contest 
the glittering array of 
trophies I have ordered. 
He would also like some 
more entries for the 
Centenary display at 
Ascot now the MG 
Owners Club have 
decided not to 
participate. 
  
Happy Autumn motoring. 

MG Car Club of WA 
President 

David Hardie 
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MG Car Club of WA 
Octagon Editor 

Rob Hagarty 

As predicted, the club really 
got going in February and 
many events were enjoyed 
by the membership.  There 
are lots of great write-ups in 
this month’s edition.  
 

In this month’s Octagon, we 

begin two new short series. 
The first is an article over 
two parts on how to rust 
proof your MGB.  This is a 
very interesting article that, 
whilst originally written for 
enthusiasts in the UK, is also 
quite relevant to us here in 
Australia. 
 

The second article over two 
parts is ‘B Unique’ which 
follows the creation of a 
unique MGB by a keen 
enthusiast in the late 1970s.  
It makes for quite an 
interesting read.  
 
Again, please send though 
to me any suggestions, 
stories, images or ideas that 
you have regarding the 

Octagon as I would love to 

use them in future editions.  
 
Here’s to a wonderful March 
in our MGs! 

 

Congratulations to our hardworking treasurer/
regalia manager/Safety Fast Run Coordinator 
Chris Hart who took home the raffle prize at the 
February general meeting.  Well deserved!

In this edition of the Octagon we have had several 

contributors who have taken photographs or supplied 
articles that were used  throughout the magazine. 

 

Peter Hagarty, Terry Banton, Brian Turner, Robyn & 
Ted Mullins, Steve & Jessie McDonald, Graham & 

Moyra Mitchinson and Pat Shaw,  

Thank you! 
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I seem to be making a bit 
of a habit of being the last 
to arrive for a Mid-Week 
Run.  This is my third write-
up in 7 months! 
I have to say that I loathe 
summer and the heat.  Its 
just not weather to enjoy 
an MG in.  We have been 
pretty fortunate not to 
have had those week-long 
40 degree plus heatwaves 
this year.  I think the 
weather forecast for the 
day of the run was around 
28 degrees, which isn’t too 
bad, especially for a 
brunch run.  But it was on 
the back of a run of fairly 

warm days and I was over 
the heat, so I thought I’d 
take the “German 
MG” (Porsche Boxter).  The 
advantages being that the 
roof is electrically 
operated and a snap to put 
up, plus it has ice cold 
aircon for when it gets 
warm.  Of course, the 
disadvantage is that it 
doesn’t have the 
personality and charm of a 
nearly 65 year old MGA! 
As it turned out, it was an 
absolutely beautiful cool 
morning with a lovely soft 
breeze.  The start muster 
was the carpark of Ye Olde 
Narrogin Inne.  Following 
the usual convivial 
discussion and drivers 
briefing by Terry, we 
headed off.  Pretty much 
all of us either not hearing 
or heeding Terry’s 
instructions and 
immediately proceeded in 
the wrong direction past 
the first turnoff (a few 
metres from the carpark 
exit).  After a kilometre or 
so, en masse we did a U 
turn and proceeded to the 
correct route… 
We enjoyed a delightful 
run along some of the best 
driving roads WA has to 
offer through Bedfordale, 
along Churchman Brook 

and Soldiers roads, past 
Churchman Brook Dam 
and then down Croyden 
Road through Serpentine 
and onto our brunch stop 
at the Jarrahdale General 
Store.  The weather turned 
out to be perfect for the 
run down to Jarrahdale, a 
delightful sunny morning 
with a lovely fresh breeze.  
Absolutely perfect top-
down weather. 
Brunch was excellent and 
was quickly served by a 
well-prepared Café. 
The run home was rather 
warmer, so up went the 
top and on went the 
aircon.  The Hagarty 
entourage enjoyed the 
slightly longer, but more 
scenic Nettleton Road 
route home. 
Apparently, we had 
Approximately 13 cars and 
24 members turn up to 
Armadale (it seemed like 
more).     
Thanks to Eddie Preston 
for organising another 
thoroughly enjoyable run 
that was much appreciated 
by all  
Perhaps next year in 
summer, someone will 
organise a breakfast run 
with a really early start.  I 
think that would be 
awesome! 

Mid-week Brunch Run 
2nd February 2023 

Story: Peter Hagarty 
Image: Terry Banton 
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Classic MG 
Article 

Reprinted from Classic and 
Sportscar - April 1983 
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What a perfect day for a 
country run. We arrived 
at the Wokelup Harvey 
Cheese  to find minimal 
parking. 
 
Not normally a problem. 
However a Southwest 
Coach pulled up with 
many excited folk on 
board. They had been to 
a concert in Bunbury the 
night before and were 
returning home. 
Purchasing coffee and 
buying as much as they 
could carry set off once 
more to find a morning 

tea spot. 
 
Time for us to depart 
after a meet and greet 
introducing Keith and 
Julia Hicks and also a 
familiar face Andrew 
Murdoch from Busselton. 
Great to see you join us. 
Jessie and Steve took the 
lead as we then headed 
south along the Highway. 
Colin and Dot Eastick 
appeared to have a 
problem with their car 
only a short distance 
from the Cheese Factory 
(fuel pump perhaps). 
The RAC was called 
and the “B” was 
trucked away for 
some maintenance. 
We became tail end 
Charlie, (unknown to 
us, just couldn’t find 
the white “B”as we 
continued up hill and 
down dale.) 
 

The cars hugged the 
roads as we twisted and 
tuned through the 
farming and vineyards 
and it was not long 
before we drove past 
Gnomesville, and we 
waved once more 
as we drove past. 
 

Change of scenery as we 
then drove through the 
Wellington Forrest and 
onto Donnybrook. 
Turning left into Marmoin 
street through the 
countryside heading west 
to Capel were we had a 
very enjoyable lunch. 
 
Just as we were leaving, a 
gentleman (David ?) from 
Capel arrived with 3 
albums containing MG 
memorabilia for us to 
view, which was 
extremely nice. Big 

thankyou. 
 
Once again Steve and 
Jessie you compiled a 
very enjoyable run. 
Thanks all for your 
company and look 
forward to seeing you at 
the next run on the 19th 
of March at “Golden  
Bay” 

Capel Tavern Run 
19th February 2023 

Story: Robyn Mullins 
Images: Ted Mullins 
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Valentine Night Picnic 
14th February 2023 

Story and Images: Steve 
and Jessie McDonald 
 
 
 
 

This was a lovely evening 
with the scenery of 
Koombana Bay Beach.  
 
The tables were set up 
with all the frills with 
some people bringing a 
picnic tea and some with 
fish and chips. We were 
all enjoying the evening -  
having a chat and having 
chocolates and a red 
velvet cup cake. We had 
the view of the beach and 
people playing volleyball, 
swimming and others 
enjoying the night around 
us all. 
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Midweek Brunch Run – 
Thursday 9th March 
The March Classic 
Midweek Brunch Run will 
be organised by Eddie 
Preston, commencing at 
Gingers Roadhouse, off 
Great Northern Hwy, with 
the destination being The 
Bindoon Bakery. Be there 
at 9.15 am for a 9.30 am 
start. Further details will 
be emailed prior to the 
event   
This Run is organized by 
our Club and an invitation 
will be extended to other 
British marque Clubs to 
join us for a pleasant 
scenic drive through the 
hills to a brunch venue.  
Contact is Eddie Preston 
(email 
prest100@iinet.net.au or 
mobile 0402 135 090).  
 
MGA Register Brunch Run 
– Sunday 12th March 
This event will be run 
prior to the Show & Shine 
and will meet at Alfred’s 
Kitchen in James St 
Guildford at 8.00 am for 
an 8.30 start. Further 
details are available in the 
March Octagon and aa 
email reminder will be 
forwarded prior to the 
event . 

MGCC 2023 Show & Shine 
– Sunday 12th March 
This event will be on the 
foreshore at Bayswater, 
commencing at 12.00 
noon, with all details in 
the March Octagon. The 
organisers are Tony Ford 
and Doug Bush. 
 
Golden Bay 
Commemorative Run  - 
Sunday 19th March   
(MGCC Perth & MGCC 
Southern Chapter)  
MGCC Southern Chapter 
will be meeting at the 
Pinjarrah Bakery in 
Waroona at 9.30 am for a 
10.30 am Start. The MGCC 
Northerers will meet at Ye 
Olde Narrogin Inne, 
Armadale, at 10.00 am for 
a coffee and chat prior to 
a 10.30 am start. More 
details in the March 
Octagon.    
 
General Meeting and 
Nog’n’Natter  – Tuesday 
21st March 
The Club’s Monthly 
meeting and Nog’n’Natter 
will be held at the MGCC 
Clubrooms on Tuesday 
21st March, commencing 
at 8.00 pm.  
 
 

All Club members are 
welcome to participate 
in these social events.  
As they are listed on 
the Club’s events 
calendar, your 
concessionally 
registered car can be 
driven to, from and 
during each event.   
 
Cars licensed under the 
Concessions for Classics 
(C4C) scheme are 
required to record their 
participation as a club 
event in their vehicle 
run log.   

MG Car Club of WA  
Social Secretaries 

Terry & Wanda Banton 

 
 
 
 

mailto:prest100@iinet.net.au
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Bunbury Carbies & 
Coffee – Sunday 26th 
March 
This event is being 
organized by the MGCC 
Southern Chapter for 
details please contact Ted 
& Robyn Mullins.  
Shannon’s Classic Car 
Show (Ascot) – Sunday 
26th March 
The MGCC (Doug Bush) 
has requested space for 
twenty Club MG’s for this 
display. 

 

2023 Social Events 
General Notes 
(Reminders) 

  
Southern Chapter 
Overnight Bunbury – 
Friday 28th, Saturday 
29th & Sunday 30th April 
2023 
Depart Back Beach Café 
Bunbury ending at The 
Lighthouse Motel, 
Bunbury  
Organiser, Terry Old, 
Mobile 0427 561 562, 
terryold01@bigpond.com 

Collie Branch of the 
Veteran Car Club 
presents “Spark Plugs on 
the Hill”.  
Saturday March 4th – A 
comprehensive display of 
cars, Bikes, Machinery 
and more at the Collie 
Recreation Ground from 
10.00am to 3.00pm. 
More details available 
from Hamish Pipe (VCC) 
0497 156 755. The Event 
Flyer will be in the 
February MGCC Octagon.  

mailto:terryold01@bigpond.com
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Did you know ??? 
Cinnamon 
(Cinnamomum 
zelanicum); the term 
cinnamon refers to 
several Cinnamomum 
species grown in South 
East Asia and Indonesia, 
sometimes called cassia, 
and to another 
Cinnamomum species 
grown in Ceylon which is 
mild in flavour, rarely 
grown in this country and 
is always called 
cinnomon. In 1500B.C. 
Egyptian Queen 
Hatshepsut used 

cinnamon in perfumes, 
God told Moses to use 
cinnamon in preparing 
holy anointing oil, it was 
one of the principal 
spices monopolised by 
the Dutch in the 17th 
century and is the dried 
inner bark of the 
evergreen tree of the 
Laurel family. It is reddish 
brown in colour and the 
bark is peeled from 
young shoots of the tree 
bi-annually. It is available 
whole, called sticks, or 
ground as cinnamon 
sugar( combined with 
sugar), and is the most 
important baking spice 
being distinctly sweet, 
mildly pungent and spicy. 
 
Now, Ladies I trust you 
have all visited your local 
Butcher or Super Market 
and placed your order for 
Chicken Balls as only 
yesterday I visited 
Inghams Poultry, on 
request of the General 
Manager,  who was 
extremely upset and 
bewildered!!!! Of the 
many thousand chickens 
that are processed daily 
at his plant there has 
been very strange sounds 

coming from the live haul 
area. No longer can you 
here the “scrawking” of 
the birds prior to 
processing – now you are 
greeted by this high 
pitched scream from the 
birds. Ladies you were 
supposed to harvest the 
“chicken balls” from dead 
chooks not trespass on 
the Wanneroo Farm, 
sneak into the sheds and 
simply castrate the live 
chickens!! Not only does 
it make their eyes water 
but as you can imagine it 
effects their live weight! 
Of course, there maybe 
another alternate answer 
and that could be your 
Butcher selling chicken 
balls on the side!! 
 
The opening description 
of this delicacy explains it 
all – Crumbed Chicken 
Balls 
Unusual and distinctively 
different are the words 
your guests will use to 
describe these delicious 
hors d’oeuvre. 
 
1 kg ground, raw chicken 
or turkey (chicken or 
turkey balls will suffice), 1 
teaspoon onion powder 

By Amanda Louise 
(Mandy Lou) 
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 1 tablespoon curry pow-
der, 1 teaspoon Season 
All, 1 egg lightly beaten, 2 
teaspoons salt, 2 tea-
spoons lemon juice, 2 ta-
blespoons fine bread 
crumbs, ¼ cup flour, ¼ 
cup butter. 
 
Combine all ingredients 
except the flour and 
butter and mix well. Form 
into small bite sized balls. 

Roll lightly in flour and 
saut’e in butter for 15 
mins or until golden 
brown on all sides. Serve 
in a chafing dish or candle 
warmed casserole in 
Creamy Curry Sauce – for 
this you will require 2 ta-
blespoons butter, 2 tea-
spoons curry powder, 2 
tablespoons flour, ¼ tea-
spoon of salt and pepper, 
1 & 1/4 cups of milk. 

Melt butter and stir in 
curry powder over low 
heat for 2 – 3 mins. Add 
flour salt and pepper mix-
ing well until blended and 
smooth, cook until bubbly 
then remove from heat 
and add milk, continue 
cooking until thick. Be 
sure to have plenty of 
tooth picks handy. 
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 Why The MG MGA is the Classic 
Car You NEED to Drive 
Take a step back in time with the 
iconic MG MGA - a classic car that 
combines beautiful styling, simple 
mechanics, racing pedigree. 

Interesting sites to visit 
and while away some 
time! 
 
 
 
 

How To Spot: An Original MGA  
A very special 1962 MG A MKII 
"Deluxe". Join LBI Limited co-
founder Andrew Mastin as he 
dives into what makes this car so 
special, both from a rarity 
standpoint and the condition.  

MGF - Way better than you think 
This 2001 MGF utterly dispels 
with the notion that these sports 
cars are just hairdressers posing 
machines.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MKv1PBG_awE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MKv1PBG_awE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECWQOg8-dQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLA7Xql_Kkk
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The day was forecast to 
be a bit warm but it 
turned out to be very 
very warm (40 degrees) 
so the run down to 
Coogee at 4oclock and 
catching every red light 
on the way whilst also 
watching out for drivers 
that change lanes 
without looking in their 
mirrors was not fun.  
 
We were about the last 
to arrive so only had a 
quick look at the course 
which we had previously 
done a  year ago. The 

starting order was given 
out and the Driver’s 
briefing and safety 
message attended to with 
everyone saying “of 
course we have read the 
supp regs”. The MG 
competitors were: Sarah 
and Peter Fry, Peter 
McGrath, Moyra and 
myself (Tony 
Ford no show). 
There were 35 
competitors all 
up. 
 
The TSOA club 
always put on a 
good event and 
the comradery between 
the various clubs makes 
everyone welcome. A 
great variety of vehicles, 
some being TR4’s, TR7, 
Anglia, Jaguar, WRX, 
MX5, Lexus made for 
interest as the bigger 
horsepower isn’t always 
an advantage, although 
watching a few vehicles 
doing doughnuts was 
entertaining. 
 
Most of the times were in 
the low 30 seconds which 
shows our classics can 
still hold our heads up 
high.  Moyra and I had 

some friendly banter with 
Bill Irvine (TR8) and Mick 
McGrath (Spitfire), with 
there being only a few 
hundredths of a second 
between us all. 
There were quite a few 
spectators gathered 
around outside the fence 
and on raised ground 

back over the road, 
hopefully they were all 
entertained.  
 
The free Barbecue 
supplied by TSOA after 
the event was also well 
organized by Di, Kaye and 
several helpers with 
everyone catered for 
with either steak, burger 
or sausage in a bun with 
obligatory onions. The 
next competition event is 
on 12th February at 
Midvale, always 
entertaining and 
competitive as there are 
“sheep stations” to win. 

Coogee Autotest 
21st January 2023 

Story & Images: Graham 
and Moyra Mitchinson. 
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On a beautiful summer 
evening we set off to the 
Royal Perth Yacht Club to 
take our sail on the swan 
river. The result of 
winning the prize in the 
raffle held on the final 
night of the 2022 Safety 
Fast.  
 
We, Andy and I and our 
son and daughter in law, 
Met with Ernie and Russel 
and were led their yacht. 
After instructions about 
the boat and with a glass 
of sparkling wine in hand 
we set sail out onto the  
 

water. It was the night of 
a regatta so there were 
plenty of other boats, 
both large and small , 
which all added to the 
occasion. Both the men in 
our party were put to 
work and soon got the 
hang of things. 
 
We were about 2 hours 
on the water. The views 
of the City and Kings Park 
changed constantly as we 
turned this way and that 
amongst the other 
yachts.  
 
All too soon it was over 
and we joined Ernie and 
Russel and their wives for 
a meal at the Yacht club 
where the conversation 
turned from the water to 
the joys of owning MGs  

 

and being a part of the 
MG Family.   
 
I encourage all who 
attend this year’s Safety 
Fast to participate in the 
raffles run by both clubs 
for wonderful causes. You 
never know it could be 
your turn to take a 
fabulous sail. 

A Wonderful Prize 
Story and Image: Pat 
Shaw 
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Rust Proofing your 
MGB - Part One 
 

By Roger Cooper 
 
 
There’s never been a 
better time to think 
about Waxoyling your 
car. 
 
The added protection it 
offers your car to keep 
the ravages of rust at bay 
is well worth the time 
and effort. 
 

Before You Start 
The success or failure of 
this operation depends 
on three things: 
● Condition of the car 
before you start. The 
makers of Waxoyl claim 
that it kills rust but it 
cannot of course 
strengthen areas 
weakened by very heavy 
corrosion any more than 
it can restore metal 
which has already 
completely disintegrated. 
● The thoroughness with 
which you carry out the 
job of treating your MG. 
● Waxoyling should only 
be done after all welding 
and painting is complete. 
 
Preparations 
You will need at least five 
litres of Waxoyl to carry 
out a full proofing job. 
You might even think it 
advisable to buy a larger 
quantity and have some 
left over or restoration in 
case of small accidents. 
 
Before embarking on the 
task, I looked at various 
sprayers in DIY and 
garden shops but 
eventually settled 

for Waxoyl’s own unit 
which is really tailor-
made for the purpose 
and is very easy to use. It 
is a good idea to make 
sure you have a couple of 
litres of white spirit or 
turps substitute handy in 
case you need to thin the 
Waxoyl down a little and 
to clean the equipment 
when you have finished. 
 
As an alternative to 
thinning Waxoyl you can 
do the job on a hot day or 
if you carry out the job on 
a cooler day, you can put 
the can of Waxoyl in a 
bucket of very hot water 
to warm it up. You will 
also need a small 
paintbrush and an old 
clean jam jar, some rag, a 
couple of large plastic bin 
liners to cover the 
brake discs to keep the 
Waxoyl off them, and 
some rubber blanking 
plugs to put in some of 
the holes you will have to 
drill for access to various 
box sections.  
 
Make sure your plugs and 
your drills are 
compatible. 

Helping to keep your MG 
in magical condition! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reprinted from the MG Car 
Club MGB Register  
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 Particular areas to check 
Although Waxoyl can be 
applied over a thin layer 
of road dirt I recommend 
that you clean the car 
down thoroughly 
underneath first, carefully 
poking all the muck out 
of all the nooks and 
crannies with a 
screwdriver. 
 
Particular areas to watch 
are: 
● Behind the headlights. 
● On top of the ledge 
towards the rear of the 
inner wing. 
● Where the rear end of 
the sill blends into the 
rear wheel arch. There is 
a particularly nasty 
pocket there almost an 
inch deep with an open 
end pointing down and 
back at 45 degrees. 
 
A stiff scrubbing brush 
helps remove mud from 
the wider expanses under 
the wings. Scrape off any 
flaking or damaged 
underseal, paint and 
loose rust to expose the 
metal. Sound underseal 
and paint can be left 
intact. 

Like any other car, the 
MGB has its weak spots. 
You may be familiar with 
them from long 
association. If you 
are new to the model 
then take a look at the 
older ones you see 
running around to get an 
idea of the problem 
areas. The main ones are 
around the headlights (as 
mentioned above), the 
back and top of the front 
wings (that dogleg seam 
in front of the 
windscreen), the ledge on 
the inner wing 
(mentioned above), and 
at sill level the area 
between the rear edge of 
the door opening to the 
front edge of the rear 
wheel arch. 
 
The top of the petrol tank 
also collects water and 
mud, and rusts through. 
You may be too late here 
but if your tank has not 
gone too far, you might 
consider removing the 
tank, Waxoyling it all over 
and the areas 
surrounding 
it, and the supporting 
straps, and putting it back 

again. 
 
If you intend being 
generous with your 
application of Waxoyl, as 
I did, then I suggest you 
remove some of the 
interior trim – door 
panels, carpets and other 
parts. It says on the can 
that Waxoyl does no 
harm to ‘soft furnishings’ 
but I did not remove a 
door panel and have 
found that panel has 
gone limp and flabby 
inside – 
so be warned! In any 
case, removal of the 
panels gives much better 
access for spraying. 
 
Some drilling will be 
necessary 
To be sure of full access 
to some of the box 
sections, a certain 
amount of drilling is 
required around the door 
areas. My MGB had been 
professionally treated 
when new in 1974 and 
already has plugs in the 
holes drilled in the outer 
sill at the rear end of the 
aluminium tread plate, 
just below the striker  
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plate on the door pillar, 
and on the door itself at 
the rear edge at the point 
where the vertical face 
curves away to the joint 
on the bottom edge. You 

will need to carry out the 
first two drillings, but if 
you remove the door 
panels as suggested, you 
need not do the third 
drilling. 
 
You will need blanking 
plugs for these holes 
because they are exposed 
to view. There is also a 
hole at the front of the 
top of the outer sill close 
to the door seal. It is a 
very useful access to the 
front end of the outer sill. 
 
The holes you need to 
drill are: 
 
 

● Remove the shaped 
aluminium strip which 
secures the edge of the 
rubber carpet and the 
draught excluder to the 
projecting vertical seam 

between the two sills. 
Drill three 5/16 inch 
diameter holes 
through the rubber 
carpet and the inner sill 
(one in the middle and 
one at each end) in such 
a way that the aluminium 
strip will completely 
cover them when you 
replace it. I was 
interested to see this 
section had been 
overlooked when the car 
was professionally 
treated – fortunately it is 
still in good condition. 
 
● Behind the seats the 
inner sill widens out to 
link up with the vertical 

panel across the front of 
the battery 
compartment. Carefully 
lift and turn back the 
rubber carpet to expose 
this area and now there 
is a double row of spot 
weld marks visible, you 
will need to drill one hole 
on each side of these 
welds because there 
appears to be a vertical 
web dividing the box 
section into two parts. 
 
Injection and spraying 
Now having done the 
preparation, let us get on 
with the messy bit – but 
really it is not that bad! 
Waxoyl is relatively clean, 
harmless stuff to use and 
if you are reasonably 
careful, you should not 
put it anywhere except 
where you want it. There 
are two basic operations 
– injection and spraying. I 
did the injection first. 

 End of Part One.  
‘Rustproofing 
your MGB’ 
concludes in 
next month’s 

Octagon.  
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***  Income and expenditure available upon request  *** 

 

Please note:- The general meeting minutes are approved by the committee and will 
be ratified at the next general meeting. 
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There were 39 
competitors for the 
TSOA’s Autotest run at 
the back of the  Midvale 
Speed Dome. The 
weather was fine and 
fortunately not quite as 
hot as it could have been, 
with a breeze coming in 
not long after we got 
under way.  
 
Bruce Pollick gave his 
usual Drivers briefing and 
told us all to play nicely 
and have fun.  
 
The course was set out in 

such a way so that (in 
theory) no-one could go 
the wrong way. 
 
There were 6 MG drivers: 
Sarah and Peter Fry, Pete 
McGrath, Mark 
Rookledge, Moyra and 
Graham Mitchinson. 2 
moderns 
and 3 
classics. 
The event 
ran very 
smoothly 
with 
everyone 
keeping an 
eye on the 
vehicle lining before 
them so as to stay in 
order and make the 
Timekeepers job easy. It 
took about 45 minutes 
for all competitors to 
complete their first run 
then line up for the next 
4 runs. 
 
There were only a few 
that pushed a little 
harder than they were 
capable of and 
performed some 
wonderful pirouettes 
without any serious 
damage. 
 

Our times were quite 
close as seen in the graph 
with mainly slight 
improvements as time 
went on, I only messed 
up on my last run when 
trying to change into 3rd 
gear I selected 5th 
instead. It was great 

seeing Mark out on the 
track for the first time in 
his newly acquired MGF, 
which he had only tried 
out on  the hillclimb in 
December so he is still 
getting a feel for her. We 
must remember too that 
Mark is still running on 
road tyres where as the 
rest of us were using 
racing tyres, well done 
Mark. 
 
 The TSOA club organized 
a great event as usual 
and supplied free coffees 
from the mobile coffee 
van to all entrants.    

Midvale Autotest 
12th February 2023 

Story & Images: Graham 
and Moyra Mitchinson. 
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RESULTS 
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SOUTHERN CHAPTER OVERNIGHT RUN 29/30thAPRIL 

  
Well , its going to be a beauty.  It's a reasonable length run ,but using the very 
best of the roads in the south west. The secenery is amazing 
  
The rally will start and finish in Bunbury (we were going to finish in Collie but 
unfortunately Collie is booked out with shut down crews at that time, and there is 
not a room available in town. We will overnight at the lighthouse hotel, further 
information below. 
  
The start will be at the Back Beach Cafe and the finish will be at the Lighthouse 
Hotel.  The length of the run is 320 km.   Although its quite a length its an easy 
drive along the most scenic roads in the south west 
  
If there are those who would like to do a short course, then they can finish at the 
lunch stop and return to Bunbury , giving them a total run of  247 km or they can 
join at the lunch stop for a total run of 209 km 
  
Personaly I think its an easy run and all will enjoy the entire course. 
  
The lunch stop will be at Balingup and there will also be a 30 minute stop at 
Gnomesville for those that wish to stop (if you dont know Gnomesville, it is an 
enormous collection of Gnomes of all sizes and shapes and they all live in 
Gnomesville creek).  Accommodation is at the Lighthouse Hotel and we have a 
room rate of $169.00 for Queen or King rooms with Pool or City views. 
  
We will be dinning in the Basalt Restaurant at the hotel for the evening meal,
(menu attached), and I have arranged to have the bar opened from 4PM 
onwards.  All food and beverage at the participants expense. 
  
If those wanting to participate could ring the hotel direct on 97812700 and book 
accommodation direct, quoting you are booking into the MG Car Club allocation 
please. Once a booking has been made please ring me ( 0427 561562 or email 
me , terryold01@bigpond.com ) to alert me to your participation, and so I can 
keep track of the rooms 
  
Early booking will ensure your place, as we only have 25 rooms on hold   
Any questions please ring  TERRY on 0427561562 
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It was a lovely warm 
afternoon (damn hot) 
well suited for a drive 
towards the beach (so 
the directions said) in 
ones favourite car. The 
meeting place was the 
car park on the north 
side of Guildford Train 
Station, a place used 
before for various trips 
into the unknown.  
 
There were 14 vehicles 
with modern’s and 
classics and one large 
green beast courtesy of 

Lindsay. 
Doug gave us our 
instructions with only a 
little banter from his 
better half, then we 
were on our way. 
 
The route was fairly 
straight forward 
although a ‘key’ to the 
several abbreviations 
would’ve been helpful. 
The drive along 
secondary roads, 
highways and seaside 
views kept most on 
their toes, especially 
when the front runner 
did a deliberate wrong 
way to see how many 
were just following and 
not checking their 
instruction sheet, tut 
tut. 
 
The final stopping point 
was very pleasant with 
only a few members 
having been there 
before. The vehicles 
were duly parked and 
unloaded of food and 
seats. After much 
pleasantries and with 
fuller bellies most took 

the time to check out 
the Ocean and 
surrounding walkways 
and watch the beautiful 
sunset. The beach Cafe 
looked to be well 
patronized with many 
people coming and 
going in the time we 
were there. 
 
With dusk upon us 
most had decided it 
was time to make a 
move, especially those 
living south, thinking a 
little light to find their 
way out might be 
helpful. 
 
The drive home in the 
dark and with much 
cooler weather was 
very enjoyable and we 
were able to give our 
“B” a chance to stretch 
her legs before being 
put to bed. 
Thanks to Doug and 
Christine for a most 
relaxing and cool end 
to a hot day.   

Twilight Run 
19th February 2023 

Story: Graham 
Mitchinson 
Images: Moyra 
Mitchinson. 
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In September 1979, John 
Butler along with 499 
hopefuls were readying 
their Abingdon-built cars, 
which not only included 
MGs but Austin Healeys 
and Rileys as well, for the 
Golden Jubilee Concours 
celebration in Abingdon.  
 
The Golden Jubilee 
Concours was held during 
the week-long 
celebrations in Abingdon 
marking the 50th 
Anniversary of the iconic 
MG marque being in the 
town. John, a staunch MG 
Car Club member, drove 

down in his Green TF to 
enter.  
 
During the celebrations 
John got to meet and talk 
to lots of the MG 
employees, including 
Chris Peacock who was at 
that time the 
Manufacturing Manager. 
They were soon to 
correspond with each 
other on a regular basis 
about the unique MGB 
featured in this article.  
 
As the celebrations drew 
to a close, the winner of 
the concours was 
announced, with John 
taking the overall win 
with CJK 5, his stunning 
Green TF. 
Understandably, this was 
an extremely proud 
moment for John and 
something that he 
decided he would like to 
commemorate. He 
approached Chris 
Peacock and mentioned 
that he would like to 
purchase a new MGB, but 
would like it be 
somewhat different to a 
standard MG to 
commemorate his 
prestigious win. Chris 

decided to give 
it some 
thought.  
 
During October John 
wrote to Chris with a few 
questions and 
suggestions, asking if 
there were any special 
edition MGs planned for 
the UK market, similar to 
the US-marketed cars. 
Chris replied on October 
25 stating that he had no 
knowledge of a planned 
special edition, 
particularly in MGCC 
colours, although if the 
company’s proposals are 
implemented it is 
conceivable that a limited 
or special edition may be 
built for the UK. Chris 
then went on to say: “We 
do not build a UK version 
of the USA limited 
edition. However, if you 
bought a black tourer 
with the optional alloy 
road wheels we could 
supply a set of silver 
transfers. The boot rack 
and alloy wheels should 
not give you too much 
trouble. If you confirm 
with me in, say, one 
month I may also be able 
to assist with a spoiler.”  

B Unique 
Story: Andy Knott 
Images: Andy Knott and 
Colin Grant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reprinted with 
permission from the MG 
Car Club (UK) Ltd 
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 The USA special edition was limited to 
1,000 cars built in 1979. They were all 
black roadsters with alloy wheels, side 
stripes, chin spoiler, boot rack and with 
commemorative plaque on the 
dashboard. They were built to celebrate 
30 years of MG sports cars being sold in 
the USA.  
 
John decided this was the route he 
wanted to take and set about trying to 
obtain a black Roadster from several 
dealers, including Wadham Stringer 
(Southsea) Limited with whom he 
placed an order with the factory’s 
assistance in November 1979. This 
wasn’t to be, though.  
 
As black was normally a special order 
colour, the car would not have been 
built until 1980 and as John specifically 
wanted a car built in the Jubilee year, 
the whole project looked in trouble. It 
wasn’t to be until early 1980 that John 
managed to finally find a black 
roadster, built on December 18 1979. 
Chris Peacock, now Director of A Plant, 
had a brainwave and contacted John 
Simmonds of the Piccadilly showroom, 
who was due to display a Black MGB 
tourer.  
 
Being the premier Piccadilly showroom, 
the cars that were built to display there 
were of a higher specification than the 
normal cars, known as the Piccadilly 
finish. Chris wrote to John Simmonds 
on January 16 saying: “John Butler, a  
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very keen MG enthusiast, 
has contacted me to try 
and assist in locating a 
Black Tourer for him. I 
would appreciate if you 
or Graham Powell, 
Regional Manager, could 
keep me in touch with 
the situation so that I can 
advise John as to the 
likelihood of him being 
able to buy this car.” 
 
The rotation of cars in 
showrooms was fairly 
regular, so it was agreed 
that when the Piccadilly 
showroom was due to 

change cars after the 
eight-week period John 
could purchase the Black 
1979 MGB Tourer, and it 
would be shipped to an 
appointed University 
Motors dealer to have 
some of the US 
specification extras fitted. 
John wrote to University 
Motors as he was keen to 
have a few items fitted 
that would improve the 
MGB and personalise it 
for him.  
 
He insisted that the car 
be fully rustproofed and 

undersealed, but making 
sure that the underseal is 
kept off as many 
component parts as 
possible, and there was 
to be absolutely no 
underseal in the engine 
compartment or under 
the bonnet as he was 
keen to prepare the car 
for concours events.  

 End of Part One.  
‘B Unique’ 
concludes in 
next month’s 

Octagon.  
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Social and Competition 
events scheduled for 
the coming months 

 
 
 
Please note:- All 
calendar events 
correct at the time of 
publication 

Competition Events 

Social Events 
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Advertisements in the Octagon are free for MG Car Club of WA members.  A small fee is charged 

for non members to advertise in the Octagon.  

Advertisements should be sent to octagon@westnet.com.au.  They should include a brief 
description of the item for sale or wanted and an image smaller than 1Mb in size.   
Please note:- Advertisements are removed after three editions unless instructed otherwise. 
The deadline for advertisements to be received for them to appear in the April edition of the 

Octagon is  SUNDAY MARCH 26th. 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Manocher Fredrickson      0424048766    manocher017@gmail.com $46 500 

MGA 1960 MK1 1600 in good running order. 

MGA Mk1 1600 
1960 

FOR SALE 

 Port Kennedy 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Tim Crockett                0424048766       whip.pet@westnet.com.au $17 500 

Runs and drives well, complete original tool kit and books. Plus a pile of 
spare parts and workshop manual. Has an expired SA licence and poor paint-
work. 

ZB Magnette 
1958 

FOR SALE 

 Kalgoorlie 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Roger Spiers           0478783785      roger.steven.spiers@gmail.com $34 900 

Fully restored 1979 Midget 1500. New Bodyshell. Recondi-
tioned Engine/Gearbox/Axle. Numerous upgrades. Docu-
mentation file. Registered 2016. 3,000km since. 

MG Midget 1500 
1979 

FOR SALE 

 Denmark 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Peter Hagarty       0413 569 359 $350 

Set of MGB fold down hood bows in good condition 

MGB Fold Down Hood Bows 
 

FOR SALE 

  

mailto:octagon@westnet.com.au
mailto:manocher017@gmail.com
mailto:whip.pet@westnet.com.au
mailto:roger.steven.spiers@gmail.com
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CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

John Bennington         0895744773                benntoo@iinet.net.au $30 000 

Rebuilt 20 years ago in SA from ex USA car, only changes, 5 speed box (still 
have old box), all brake cylinders have stainless sleeves, new water pump, 
new brake shoes, offers over 3 half crowns 

MG TD 
1953 

FOR SALE 

  

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Terry Ryan        0438936597              te_ryan@yahoo.com.sg $23 000 

An original Australian production car still with original reg-
istration, 4speed with overdrive. Mileage from new 
59,000. In very good original condition, absolutely no rust, 

MGB Roadster 
1972 

FOR SALE 

 Pinjarra 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Ros                       0429944191                     $22 500 

Drives well, good condition, has been in storage for 10 years but recently 
comprehensively serviced. Regrettable sale. 

MGB Roadster 
1967 

FOR SALE 

  

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Yvonne Earle             0407484592         earlemail@bigpond.com    POA 

The ending of a relationship is sad and so it must be that The Earle’s 1951 TD 
is for sale. Members of MGCC Canberra for 35 years we purchased the TD 33 
Years ago this year and it has been part of the both families. The Earle family 

and Canberra MG Car club.   
 
If you have that loving feeling of a MG TD Midget and you have always wanted to jump in and 
drive with the wind in your hair then this is the car for you. Then there is nothing to do on this 
vehicle.  Just GO. The car has continued to be kept in concourse condition all these years has 
been regularly serviced and all mechanical work completed by professional mechanics. All 
records available. The TD is in excellent condition both mechanically and coachwork. 

MG TD 
1967 

FOR SALE 

  

mailto:benntoo@iinet.net.au
mailto:te_ryan@yahoo.com.sg
mailto:earlemail@bigpond.com
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