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Welcome to the first edition 
of the Octagon for 2023.  
 
Firstly, let me offer a warm 
welcome to our new 
members. Thanks to the 
efforts of Doug and Richard 
we have recruited quite a 
few new members who 
have recently purchased 
cars and utilised the 
concessional registration 
system. Notable also is the 
number of early TD/F cars 
being added to the club’s 
garage.  The number of 
Midgets is also increasing. 
Membership is tracking 
toward the same numbers 
as last year at about the 350 
mark.  So, if you haven’t 

paid your renewal yet then 
please do so to save Richard 
having to chase you. 
 
Our new Committee 
members are now 
comfortably operating in 
their respective roles. Team 
Banton has a full calendar 
of social events lined up for 
the year. So, between runs 
organised up north and the 
Southern Chapter’s runs 
there is plenty of social 
activity going on in the club. 
Rami is organising a 
competition calendar that 
offers motor sports 
enthusiasts all sorts of 
events in which to 
participate. He also has in 
mind some come and try 
type events to tempt those 
among the membership 
looking for a cheap and 
convenient option to dip 
their toes in faster motoring 
in controlled conditions. All 
in all, 2023 is presenting 
itself as another active year 
for the club. 
 
The AGM and Christmas 
function was a great night 
thanks to the organisation 
of Sarah and Chris.  The 
Safety Fast event planning 
is well under way. Chris 
reports that the 
accommodation at the 
venue is fully booked but 
the venue is offering a wait 

list. The other option is to 
book nearby, as Colleen and 
I have done. Eddy Preston 
has firmed up the details for 
the Wildflower Run in the 
Spring for which I believe 
there is still some 
accommodation available. If 
you want to participate in 
these events some 
decisions will need to be 
made soon. 
 

The Committee has 
determined a club wide 
policy in relation to events 
which require prepayments 
or guarantees by the club 
related to the event. Each 
event has a closing date by 
which we need to confirm 
numbers with the service 
provider. Members who 
have not notified the 
organiser by the closing 
date of their withdrawal 
from the event will NOT be 
able to get a refund. This is 
because the club is 
committed to paying the 
service provider even if you 
don’t turn up. The aim of 
this policy is to take the 
pressure off individual 
event organisers to 
determine refunds.  This 
policy will be applied to 
both social and competition 
events. 
 

Have a great year of 
motoring and socialising. 

MG Car Club of WA 
President 

David Hardie 



5  

 

MG Car Club of WA 
Octagon Editor 

Rob Hagarty 

January is typically a fairly  
quiet month for the club and 
this year has been no 
exception.  Not a great deal 
of club activity has taken 
place however that’s all 
about to change in the near 
future as February kicks in 
and a whole range of 
interesting and well 
organised events are 
enjoyed by club members.  
 
It was wonderful however to 
see so many members 
attending the general 
meeting in January, and 
most particularly seeing 

some of our new members 
attending and receiving their 
name badges from Annette 
Gusterson, our Club Captain. 
 
We hope we see you on 
some of our coming club 
runs and events and that 
you join in with us as we 
enjoy the club’s activities.  
 
Remember, I am always 
seeking stories about your 
MG adventures for the 
Octagon and images of your 
cars, be they concours 
condition or otherwise.  
Enjoy the month!  

 

Congratulations to Peter Turner who is our first 
lucky raffle winner for 2023! 
 

Peter took home an MG Car Club hamper filled 
with all sorts of MG Car Club goodies!  Well done!

In this edition of the Octagon we have had several 

contributors who have taken photographs or supplied 
articles that were used  throughout the magazine. 

 

David Lovett, Darrel & Sue Skey, Aaron Lindsell, Peter 
Hagarty, Annette & Richard Gusterson, Malcolm 

Goode, Doug Bush, Moyra & Graham Mitchinson and 
Sarah Fry. 
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Sadly, no report or images of the January Mid-Week Run were submitted to 
the editor this month.  As such, I have chosen to post a montage of images 
from past events during 2022.  
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Meeting at Harvey 
Cheese at our usual time 
of 9.30am for a cuppa 
and a chat before we set 
off at 10.30 for our first 
run of the year. Happy 
New Year to you all. 
There were 15 cars and 
30 plus people of the MG 
Car Club Southern 
Chapter who turned up in 
various MG’s on another 
beautiful day. 
 
After welcomes and 
greetings were made 
with a few first-time 
participants and 

members of the Perth 
Charter were singled out, 
it was time for the run 
sheets to be handed out, 
a few quick words from 
Ted Mullins and away we 
went. Sadly, not all of us 
managed to start with 
Kerren and Lindsay 
Campbell’s MG retired 
with oil problems. i.e., no 
oil. I am happy to say that 
they made it home safely.  
 
Out from Harvey Cheese 
with a right turn onto 
Southwest Highway. After 
a hop, skip and jump we 
had another right turn 
which lead us through a 
country landscape. After 
a series of right turns we 
had our first left. Not sure 
what happened to Ted 
and Robyn Mullins but at 
the last right turn they 
decided to go straight on.  
 
Maybe Ted wasn’t keen 
on the left turns coming 
up. Those left turns are 
tricky as we all missed 
the first one. No problem, 
Dave Lovett had it sorted, 
as we came up to the 
Forrest Highway Dave 
called a timely halt, 
informed us that we were 

rerouting and going left 
onto Forrest Highway and 
then left onto Forestry 
Road, leading us back to 
Harvey. Sue thought the 
Forrest Highway was 
looking like peak hour as 
the traffic was heavy and 
fast. Not to worry we all 
made it safely onto the 
Forrest Highway. On 
turning into Forestry 
Road, we managed to 
end up behind a cattle 
truck that was also 
heading to Harvey. Lucky 
us got to smell the Eau de 
Cow Poo Cologne for 
10kms. Across the 
Southwest Highway and 
onto Harvey Dam for a 
picnic lunch and a far 
amount of chatting. What 
a lovely spot.  
 
During the chatting we 
learnt that our new 
members Darryl and Kelli 
Hanson had come all the 
way from Yanchep in 
their MGB for the run. 
Wow that’s a big day’s 
travel. 
 
A big thanks must go to 
Judy Glasspool for 
pointing out the huge 
cow poo on the side of  

Southern Chapter 
Club Run 
15th January 2023 

Story: Darrel and Sue 
Skey 
Images: David Lovett & 
Darrel and Sue Skey 
 
 
 
 



13  

 our MGB, I don’t think it 
came from the stock 
truck we followed 
heading into Harvey, I 
think April Fool’s had 
come early. 

A big thanks to Ted for 
once again setting an 
excellent run and a 
beautiful location. It is 
always such a fun day. 
Hope to see you all on 

the 19th of February for 
the Capel run.  
 
Keep safe, love life and 
your MG. 
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Midweek Run – Thursday 
2nd February 
The February Classic 
Midweek Run will be 
organised by Eddie 
Preston, with details to be 
emailed within the next 
two weeks along with 
both the destination and 
route map.  Consideration 
will be given pending the 
weather forecast on this 
day. 
This Run is organized by 
our Club and an invitation 
will be extended to other 
British marque Clubs to 
join us for a pleasant 
scenic drive through the 
hills to a brunch venue.  
Contact is Eddie Preston 
(email 
prest100@iinet.net.au or 
mobile 0402 135 090).   
 
General Meeting and 
Nog’n’Natter  – Tuesday 
21st February 
The Club’s Monthly 
meeting and Nog’n’Natter 
will be held at the MGCC 
Clubrooms on Tuesday 
21st February, 
commencing at 8.00 pm.   
 
Southern Chapter: MGCC 
Valentines Night Picnic  – 
Tuesday 14th February  
Meeting at Koombana Bay 

Beach, Bunbury from 5-
30pm for a picnic. 
Access is via Koombana 
Drive (off Eelup 
Roundabout if coming 
from Australind Bypass )
and Anchorage Cove (off 
the small roundabout at 
Dolphin Discovery Centre ) 
look for the sign to 
Koombana Beach. There is 
parking near the 
Koombana Sailing 
Club,bring chairs and a 
picnic,drinks or partake of 
fish & chips.(available 
nearby). 
Contact is Steve and Jessie 
McDonald  0409 958 589 
 
2023 Social Events - 
General Notes 
(Reminders) 
Saturday March 4th – 
Collie Branch of the 
Veteran Car Club presents 
“Spark Plugs on the Hill”. 
 
A comprehensive display 
of cars, Bikes, Machinery 
and more at the Collie 
Recreation Ground from 
10.00am to 3.00pm. More 
details available from 
Hamish Pipe (VCC) 0497 
156 755. The Event Flyer 
will be in the February 
MGCC Octagon. 

All Club members are 
welcome to participate 
in these social events.  
As they are listed on 
the Club’s events 
calendar, your 
concessionally 
registered car can be 
driven to, from and 
during each event.   
 
Cars licensed under the 
Concessions for Classics 
(C4C) scheme are 
required to record their 
participation as a club 
event in their vehicle 
run log.   

MG Car Club of WA  
Social Secretaries 

Terry & Wanda Banton 

 
 
 
 

mailto:prest100@iinet.net.au
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From all accounts the 
“Sticky Date Pudding” was a 
real success and from all 
accounts the addition of 
“two scoops of creamy ice 
cream” was all that was 
needed to crown the glory. 
 
As we head towards the 
warmer weather we look 
forward to clear blue skies, 
a hint of breeze and of 
course an ambient 
temperature of > 25 
degrees and the hood 
down. What better 
occasions than to pack a 
picnic hamper, a travel rug 
and a nice bottle of wine 
and not forgetting our 

husbands – head of to a 
secluded spot for a little 
romance. (memories !!!) 
 
Found this interesting 
snippet from the 1930,s 
titled “Hampers” 
 
Hampers are available from 
many stores. Choices 
usually start at five 
shillings/head for Salmon 
Medallions, Lamb Cutlets 
Printanier, York Ham, 
Tongue, Potato salad, Rolls, 
Butter and Cheese. 
 
For eight shillings/head 
included is Passion Prawn 
Cocktail, Lobster 
Mayonnaise, Roast Chicken, 
Bradenhan Ham, Mixed 
Salad, Fresh Peaches and 
Cream, Rolls, Butter, Cheese 
and Coffee. 
 
At ten shillings/head the 
hamper includes Melon, 
Dressed Salmon Trout, 
Boned and Stuffed Quails, 
Lettuce salad, Strawberries 
and Cream, Rolls, Butter, 
Cheese and Coffee. 
 
Champagne ( Gusterson 
Special) is available at ten 
shillings a bottle and 
whiskey at twelve shillings a 
bottle. 
 
Yes ! These were the days 
of style ! 

 
Memories ! I can remember 
the early days of my 
courtship, with my now 
husband and I often spend 
a few moments reminiscing 
about the good old days 
and going to a lonely spot 
for a “kiss and cuddle” On 
one of these days I can 
remember passionately 
kissing my love and then he 
whispering to me to move 
into the back where there 
might be more room – I of 
course refused and the 
kissing continued. 
I also recall after a few 
moments had passed and 
as the temperature 
increased the position of 
the position of the steering 
wheel started to cause my 
partner discomfort. “Jump 
in the back” came the 
request, although this time 
more urgent. Again I 
declined and the passion 
continued until my partner 
could stand it no more. As 
his knee crashed against the 
gear lever, for the 
umpteenth time he shouted 
”Get in the back my angel, 
now”, I replied quite loudly 
– NO ! and his reply of “For 
Heaven’s sake, why not ?” 
prompted my response of – 
“Because my darling, I want 
to stay in the front – with 
you !” 

By Amanda Louise 
(Mandy Lou) 
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 1959 MGA On the Road 
My 1959 MGA Roadster takes to 
the road. It has a modified 1800cc 
MGB 5 main bearing engine that 
has been polished, ported and 
balanced.  

Interesting sites to visit 
and while away some 
time! 
 
 
 
 

MG Metro at the NEC Car Show 
One of my favourite car shows of 
the year - the NEC Car Show on 
the Metro Owners' Club and MG 
FWD Register stands were a trio 
of Austin and MG Metros, with 
yours truly invited to lend a hand.  

MG Midget Buyer’s Guide 
Having owned an MG Midget for 
over 5 years, I thought it might be 
helpful to share some of the 
things I have learned and some of 
the things I wish I had known 
before buying my MG Midget.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DqcxgjssqVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSDkIu3MSuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3KgEcF9nKs
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MG Brake Master 
Cylinder Rebuilding 
Part 2 
 
Cars from 1963-1974 
have both the brake & 
clutch master cylinders 
mounted side by side on 
the pedal box. Removing 
the master cylinder will 
require that two bolts 
(difficult to get at!) are 
removed. These bolts 
secure the master 
cylinder mounting flange 
to the pedal box front 
face. 1975 and later cars 

are equipped with a 
vacuum servo (brake 
booster). This provides 
some pedal assist, but 
more importantly from a 
service standpoint, allows 
much easier removal and 
installation of the master 
cylinder. In the case of 
these later cars, the 
brake master cylinder is 
simply bolted onto the 
end of the brake servo. 
Removal is simply a 
matter of undoing two 
nuts off of the servo 
studs and then the 
master cylinder can be 
slid off. The brake pipe(s) 
attached to the master 
cylinder must also be 
disconnected.  
 
NOTE: Just prior to 
unscrewing the brake 
piping, siphon as much 
brake fluid out of the 
master cylinder reservoir 
as possible. This will 
reduce the amount of 
brake fluid that spills out 
during disconnection/
removal. Remember, 
brake fluid eats paint! 
After removal from the 
car, unscrew the 
reservoir cap and dump 
the remaining fluid out of 

the master cylinder. Since 
the most populous MGBs 
in existence are the 67-74 
models with tandem 
master cylinder, this is 
the model that we will 
detail in this article. 
 
The plastic reservoir 
should be removed from 
the cylinder body. It is 
secured with four Phillips 
head screws, accessible 
from underneath. You 
will note that there are 
two rubber O-ring seals, 
which seal the reservoir 
against the cylinder body. 
These O-rings are 
occasionally responsible 
for fluid leaks.  
 
The next job is somewhat 
unpleasant. After 
removing the big rubber 
boot off the push rod end 
of the cylinder, a “top 
hat” shaped steel sleeve 
and large coil spring will 
be plainly visible. Both 
these components 
surround the end of the 
primary piston. The 
sleeve will need to be 
pushed down, 
compressing the coil 
spring, while a special 
type of circlip is being  

Helping to keep your MG 
in magical condition! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reprinted from the ‘Sports 
Car Chronicle’  Summer, 2008  
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removed.  
 
A “Spirolox” circlip holds 
this top hat shaped 
sleeve onto the primary 
piston. The circlip is made 
up of thin flat spring 
steel. It must be prized up 
out of its groove in the 
primary piston and 
carefully “unwound”. 
Take care not to damage 
it since it is not separately 
available and must be re-
used. After the Spirolox 
clip is removed, the 
sleeve and coil spring can 
be slid off the end of the 
primary piston.  
 
Nothing like a little 
improvisation! Here an 
assistant is using two 
special “factory” service 
tools (flat files) to hold 
down the spring, allowing 
“Spirolox” circlip removal. 
Down inside the exposed 
end of the cylinder bore 
will be found a 
conventional type circlip. 
This must now be 
removed. Pen point 
shows the first 
conventional circlip, 
about 3/8” down the 
cylinder bore. You can 
also see the white nylon 

guide bearing behind it.  
 
Located behind the circlip 
that you just removed is a 
white nylon guide 
bearing. It is a tight fitting 
nylon bush, which 
supports and guides the 
primary piston as it slides 
in and out of the master 
cylinder bore. The guide 
bearing has a great 
notoriety for getting 
seized inside the cylinder 
bore. It is located way 
inside the cylinder bore, 
making it difficult to get 
at. Its removal is 
mandatory since there is 
a second circlip behind it, 
locking the primary & 
secondary pistons inside 
the cylinder bore. Tap the 
bottom end of the master 
cylinder lightly and 
repeatedly, down onto a 
wood block. With luck 
this will jar the nylon 
bearing and cause it to 
drop out of the cylinder. 
Mechanics have been 
known to remove the 
guide bearing by drilling 
small holes through it and 
taking it out in a number 
of small pieces! After 
removing the nylon 
bearing, a rubber seal cup 

and stop washer should 
be slid out. This will 
expose yet another 
circlip. This next circlip 
will need to be removed 
and it will prove to be the 
biggest pain yet! A long 
slender pair of snap ring 
pliers will be needed to 
accomplish this-usually 
accompanied by a lot of 
swearing. The primary & 
secondary piston 
assembly can now be 
pulled out of the cylinder. 
 
 There is a line of serious 
rusting inside this 
cylinder at the pen point. 
This cylinder is not 
serviceable and should be 
scrapped. After removal 
of the piston assemblies, 
the cylinder should now 
be in a bare state. Wash 
it in solvent and dry it off. 
Using a good light, 
examine the cylinder 
bore.  
 
Any substantial scratches, 
pits, scoring, or rusting of 
the cylinder walls means 
that the cylinder should 
be scrapped and replaced 
with a new one. DO NOT 
waste your time & effort 
attempting to salvage a  
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master cylinder with a 
damaged bore. 
Attempting to hone or 
sand out deep pitting or 
scratches will not work! 
Very light scratches may 
be polished out with a 
cylinder hone. On the 
other hand, if the 
problem is only worn or 
damaged rubber seals, 
installing a repair kit 
makes sense. Rubber 
seals do occasionally tear 
or leak from long term 
contact with dirty brake 
fluid. Overhauling a unit 
with bad seals will often 
result in a reliable master 
cylinder. Should the 
cylinder bore be in 
suitable condition for 
overhaul then proceed. 
 
Please take careful note 
of the direction of the lip 
type seals. Installing one 
backwards will result in a 
non-functional master 
cylinder! There is a metal 
link securing the 
secondary piston to the 
end of the primary 
piston. This link needs to 
be removed in order to 
replace the rubber seals 
on both pistons. A coil 
spring is wrapped around 

the outside of the link. 
Pull back the coil spring 
and its metal sleeve from 
the end of the primary 
piston. Using a small pin 
punch and hammer, drive 
out the roll pin. This will 
allow you to separate the 
primary & secondary 
piston assemblies. 
Remove the rubber seals 
and thin piston washers 
from the primary & 
secondary pistons. Check 
the condition of the 
pistons. The outside 
surfaces should be 
smooth and free from 
any damage. If the 
pistons are not in 
excellent condition, the 
cylinder assembly should 
be scrapped! Provided 
that the pistons are 
serviceable, carefully 
clean them in solvent and 
dry thoroughly. Coat 
them with brake lube or 
clean fluid. Install the 
new seals, with washers 
where appropriate, using 
only the fingers! Using 
pliers or screwdrivers 
may tear or damage the 
seal surfaces. Ensure that 
the seal lips are correctly 
oriented. Put the primary 
& secondary pistons back 

into position and 
reconnect the link. This 
involves holding things 
together with the spring 
retracted, while the roll 
pin is reinstalled.  
 
After reassembly, the 
piston assembly can be 
slid back into its bore in 
the master cylinder. First 
ensure that the cylinder 
body is scrupulously 
clean. After washing out 
the cylinder with solvent, 
scrub it out with hot 
water & soap, followed 
by carefully drying things 
out with rags. This is 
necessary since any 
residual solvent will 
damage the new rubber 
seals that you are about 
to install! A light smear of 
rubber lube or clean 
brake fluid should 
precede the piston 
assembly. It will make 
installation easier and 
help ensure that no seal 
damage occurs.  
 
Install the first circlip. 
Install the new nylon 
guide bearing (included in 
the seal kit) and then the 
outer retaining circlip.  
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The coil spring and top 
hat sleeve should now be 
pushed in place and held 
down while the Spirolox 
circlip is installed on the 
end of the primary 
piston. Test the cylinder 
for movement. The 
piston should slide in and 
out with relative ease. 
The reservoir should now 
be reinstalled. Be sure 
that it is clean and don’t 
forget to install new O-
ring seals where it 
attaches to the top of the 
cylinder body. The 
cylinder can now be 
reinstalled on the car. 
After ensuring that the 
fluid pipes and banjo 
fittings are properly 
connected, refill the 
master cylinder reservoir 
with clean, fresh, brake 
fluid.  
 
We recommend 
Lockheed DOT 4 fluid for 
this. The brakes should 
be properly bled at all 
four wheels starting at 
the rear. At least a full 
litre of brake fluid should 
be bled from the system. 
This is important. Doing 
so will ensure that all old 
fluid with any absorbed 

moisture, as well as any 
dirt, will be eliminated 
from the hydraulic 
system. Long, trouble 
free, service from the 
braking system depends 
on keeping the hydraulic 
system clean.  
 
Initially test the brakes by 
holding the pedal down 
hard while an assistant 
checks for any leaks. 
Careful inspection around 
the master cylinder and 
all pipe connections is 
critical. The pedal should 
remain rock hard while it 
is held down. Any “creep” 
in the pedal indicates a 
leak, which must be 
found and rectified. 
Provided that the static 
test proves to be OK, 
road test the car on a 
deserted stretch of road, 
at low speed. This is also 
a good time to check and 
adjust the hand brake 
and the rear brakes as 
well. Incorrect 
adjustment of the rear 
brakes will result in a 
“spongy” feel to the 
pedal. Brake & Clutch 
Fluid Master Cylinders, 
wheel cylinders, slave 
cylinders, and calipers are 

all prone to rust and 
water damage. All of 
these components have 
precision machined, 
internal operating 
surfaces. Some are cast 
iron, some are an 
Aluminum alloy, and in 
the case of caliper pistons 
they are chrome plated. 
All will become rust 
damaged if left exposed 
to water. Water/moisture 
collects in the hydraulic 
systems of your car as 
time passes.  
 
Brake fluid is hygroscopic 
(it attracts water). Water 
in the air passes through 
the vented caps in both 
your clutch and brake 
master cylinders. After 
some months of driving, 
enough water will 
accumulate in your brake 
fluid for corrosion to take 
place. Therefore, regular 
fluid changes are 
mandatory!  
 
We recommend 
completely emptying and 
refilling/bleeding your 
brake & clutch hydraulic 
systems at least once per 
year. Doing this will 
greatly extend the life of  
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 these expensive parts. 
You will save lots of 
money during the life 
of your car and suffer 
far less aggravation 
caused by failed 
brakes or clutch.  
 
Obsolete Automotive 
sells original Lockheed 
DOT 4 brake fluid. This 
is a premium brake 
fluid correct for all 
MGs and Triumphs, 
Austin & Austin 
Healey, Sunbeam, and 

most Jaguars. We are 
selling original Delphi-
Lockheed fluid at 
prices equal to or 
lower, than generic 
fluids sold at your 
local garage or auto 
parts store.  
 
Most cars will need 
approximately one 
litre to properly bleed 
out the brake & clutch 
systems. We 
recommend ordering 
two litres, which will 

give you some extra 
fluid for future 
topping up as the 
brake pads wear 
down.  
 
This article appeared in the 
Summer, 2008 edition of The 
Sports Car Chronicle and is 
reprinted here with the kind 
permission of Obsolete 
Automotive, 142 Kendall St., 
Point Edward, Ontario. Please 
check with Obsolete 
Automotive for any parts 
referenced in the article. Their 
customer service number is 1-
519-337-3232 or toll free, 1-
800-265-7437  



27  

 



28  

 

Please note:- The general meeting minutes are approved by the committee and will 
be ratified at the next general meeting. 

***  Income and expenditure available upon request  *** 
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A few images from the Autokhana on Saturday, 21st 
January. 
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It was in early 1991 that 
Pete Chaundy discovered 
in the back of a mews 
garage in Buckingham, a 
MkI MG Midget gently 
decaying away. It 
appeared to have been 
abandoned although the 
bodyshell had been 
stripped of paint in 
readiness for a respray 
some years earlier.  
 
Needless to say 138 WPC 
was not surviving well. 
The Surrey registered car 
GAN1/3466, which first 
turned a wheel in 
October 1961, would 

have cost its first owner 
at the time £669.15s.10d, 
so the £450 asked by the 
garage in whose 
workshop it had lain, 
seemed a bit steep for a 
rusting hulk. Nonetheless 
Pete was looking for a 
project car, not initially 
recognising the rarity of 
the MK I Midget, and so 
was happy to hand over 
the asking price, for 
which the garage were 
able to supply some 
history.  
 
Armed with this Pete was 
able to contact the 
previous owner’s family 
and discover some of the 
car’s history. Evidently it 
had last been used in the 
Brickhill area of Milton 
Keynes, although the 
owner had emigrated to 
South Africa. A member 
of the previous owner’s 
family was contacted and 
provided a body shop 
repair invoice dating from 
1979, when the car had 
suffered some rear end 
damage in an accident.  
 
The only other bit of 
history that could be 
remembered was that 

the car had 
previously 
been used in 
the 
Humberside area by a 
restauranteur.  
 
Upon stripping down it 
not unsurprisingly 
became apparent that 
some major surgery was 
going to be necessary, 
with rust and several 
large holes in all the usual 
places. Attention was 
required, and urgently. 
This was beyond Pete’s 
welding abilities, but 
following the untimely 
demise of his father, an 
inheritance allowed the 
stripped shell to be 
placed in the hands of 
Autobody Services in 
Carterton, for the 
necessary restoration 
work to be completed. It 
was at this time also that 
the car was repainted in 
its original colour of Ice 
Blue, remnants of which 
were visible once the trim 
had been removed. The 
car had previously been 
painted three other 
shades, culminating in 
orange. Prior to that it 
had been red, with its  

21 Years in the 
Making  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reprinted with 
permission from the MG 
Car Club (UK) Ltd 
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first respray being a pale metallic 
blue colour not dissimilar to the 
metallic blue used on the big 
Healeys of the early 60s, and also 
called Ice Blue.  
 
Once returned the rebuild began in 
Pete’s single garage at home in 
Oxford. All mechanical parts were 
stripped, inspected, overhauled 
and repainted as necessary, with 
many parts being renewed as 
required. Pete’s rule here was to 
keep the car as close as possible to 
its original specification. It would 
have been all too easy to ‘improve’ 
the spec of this car, later Midget 
parts being both more readily 
available and cheaper as a result, 
however his resolve must be 
applauded, for completely original 
MkIs are indeed very rare today.  
 
This was a long process, for with a 
growing family, two house moves 
and work commitments, time was 
restricted, but the odd hour or two 
was put to good use, seeing the 
recommissioning gradually 
progress, even if not as quickly as 
was originally envisaged. The car as 
purchased was fitted with a 1098cc 
engine, therefore a correct 948cc 
unit was sought. Quite by chance 
one had become available at Oselli 
Engineering, and was 
reconditioned as necessary, which 
Pete then rebuilt, along with the 
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 smooth case gearbox for 
which parts were no 
longer available. Some 
good second hand parts 
were obtained from 
Peter Woods, seeing the 
box finally rebuilt 
correctly.  
 
Along the way Peter 
learned many new skills, 
as he explained: “Well 
yes, some things I simply 
couldn’t get. For 
example, apart from a 
carpet set and the seats, 
I fabricated the whole of 
the interior trim at 
home, as MkI Midget 
trim isn’t that common, 
and is not 
interchangeable with 
the MkI (frogeye) Sprite, 
as you might imagine. 
Fortunately I was able to 
source the original dark 
blue coloured material 
from Bromsgrove MG, 
who had refurbished the 
seats for me.”  
 
Not so fortunate, with 
only the body repair 
invoice as evidence of 
previous registration, 
the DVLA would not 
allow the car to retain its 

original registration 
number, resulting in the 
car being re-registered 
with an ‘age related’ 
plate. The issued 134 
YUK (Woverhampton) is 
not too dissimilar to the 
original number, so, 
Pete feels, “looks ok”. 
Finally the car was 
MOT’d in August last 
year (2012), and he was 
able to drive it for the 
first time in 21 years of 
ownership! “You cannot 
imagine the sensation of 
driving the car on the 
road for the first time 
after all that work,” says 
Pete.  
 
“A mixture of 
trepidation, pride, 
quickly turning to joy as 
the car performed 
faultlessly on its maiden 
voyage. My mother, who 
is in her 80s, had been 
saying that she wanted a 
ride in the car before 
she died, and when the 
opportunity arose to 
take her out she 
thoroughly enjoyed it, 
especially the feeling of 
open air motoring. My 
wife and children all love 

the little car too, and we 
get lots of smiles when 
out and about. There is 
still lots to do before I 
can say it’s finished, but 
at least I can enjoy 
driving it now, and my 
family and friends can 
stop asking me ‘Have 
you finished that Midget 
yet’!”  
 
The car was recently on 
the MG Midget Register 
stand at the NEC Classic 
Car Show, where it 
received many 
complimentary remarks 
from enthusiasts of all 
ages. It seems that many 
people had a Midget 
when they were being 
produced originally, and 
have very fond 
memories both of their 
cars and of the good old 
days back then.  
 
Summing up, Pete says: 
“It has turned out to be 
a really fun and 
enjoyable car to drive. I 
can easily see why so 
many folks remember 
them with such 
affection.” 
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Social and Competition 
events scheduled for 
the coming months 

 
 
 
Please note:- All 
calendar events 
correct at the time of 
publication 

Competition Events 

Social Events 
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Advertisements in the Octagon are free for MG Car Club of WA members.  A small fee is charged 

for non members to advertise in the Octagon.  

Advertisements should be sent to octagon@westnet.com.au.  They should include a brief 
description of the item for sale or wanted and an image smaller than 1Mb in size.   
Please note:- Advertisements are removed after three editions unless instructed otherwise. 
The deadline for advertisements to be received for them to appear in the March edition of the 

Octagon is  SUNDAY FEBRUARY 20th. 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Manocher Fredrickson      0424048766    manocher017@gmail.com $46 500 

MGA 1960 MK1 1600 in good running order. 

MGA Mk1 1600 
1960 

FOR SALE 

 Port Kennedy 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Tim Crockett                0424048766       whip.pet@westnet.com.au $17 500 

Runs and drives well, complete original tool kit and books. Plus a pile of 
spare parts and workshop manual. Has an expired SA licence and poor paint-
work. 

ZB Magnette 
1958 

FOR SALE 

 Kalgoorlie 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Roger Spiers           0478783785      roger.steven.spiers@gmail.com $34 900 

Fully restored 1979 Midget 1500. New Bodyshell. Recondi-
tioned Engine/Gearbox/Axle. Numerous upgrades. Docu-
mentation file. Registered 2016. 3,000km since. 

MG Midget 1500 
1979 

FOR SALE 

 Denmark 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Peter Hagarty       0413 569 359 $350 

Set of MGB fold down hood bows in good condition 

MGB Fold Down Hood Bows 
 

FOR SALE 

  

mailto:octagon@westnet.com.au
mailto:manocher017@gmail.com
mailto:whip.pet@westnet.com.au
mailto:roger.steven.spiers@gmail.com
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CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

John Bennington         0895744773                benntoo@iinet.net.au $30 000 

Rebuilt 20 years ago in SA from ex USA car, only changes, 5 speed box (still 
have old box), all brake cylinders have stainless sleeves, new water pump, 
new brake shoes, offers over 3 half crowns 

MG TD 
1953 

FOR SALE 

  

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Terry Ryan        0438936597              te_ryan@yahoo.com.sg $25 500 

An original Australian production car still with original registration, 4speed 
with overdrive. Mileage from new 59,000. In very good original condition, 
absolutely no rust, in good running order. Garaged stored and maintained. 

MGB Roadster 
1972 

FOR SALE 

 Pinjarra 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Ros                       0429944191                     $22 500 

Drives well, good condition, has been in storage for 10 years but recently 
comprehensively serviced. Regrettable sale. 

MGB Roadster 
1967 

FOR SALE 

  

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LI-
CENCES 

$750 

   

 

Yvonne Earle             0407484592         earlemail@bigpond.com    POA 

The ending of a relationship is sad and so it must be that The Earle’s 1951 TD 
is for sale. Members of MGCC Canberra for 35 years we purchased the TD 33 
Years ago this year and it has been part of the both families. The Earle family 

and Canberra MG Car club.   
 
If you have that loving feeling of a MG TD Midget and you have always wanted to jump in and 
drive with the wind in your hair then this is the car for you. Then there is nothing to do on this 
vehicle.  Just GO. The car has continued to be kept in concourse condition all these years has 
been regularly serviced and all mechanical work completed by professional mechanics. All 
records available. The TD is in excellent condition both mechanically and coachwork. 

MG TD 
1967 

FOR SALE 

  

mailto:benntoo@iinet.net.au
mailto:te_ryan@yahoo.com.sg
mailto:earlemail@bigpond.com
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