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Well, here we are at the end of 2022. The 
Covid restrictions are largely now all gone, 
and we are learning to live with it in our 
community. It was certainly a challenge 
for your Committee to keep up with the 
ever changing regulatory requirements. 
My thanks to the members who have 
turned up to participate in club events and 
cheerfully followed the changing 
requirements over the year. I am sure the 
increasing attendances reflect the desire 
of club members to get their cars out and 
enjoy some social interaction. The new 
arrangements at Nog-N-Natters are going 
well. 
 

My thanks to the Committee and the 
other members who have volunteered to 
organize events over the year. These are 
the folks who give of their time and 
expertise to make our club function so 
well. Thanks to Pat Shaw for organizing an 
excellent display at the Burswood Have-A- 
Go Day and Terry and Wanda and Tony for 
an excellent Safety Fast run.  
 

We have several Committee members 
who are changing roles or retiring this 
AGM. Tony Ford is calling it a day as Social 
Coordinator after five years of outstanding 
service in this role. At the time of writing, 
we still don’t have a replacement for Tony 
as Social Coordinator, so the model of lots 
of members chipping in to create social 
runs is one that will need to expand next 
year if there is to be a program of social 
events.  

After fifteen years as Safety Fast 
Coordinators Terry and Wanda Banton are 
passing the baton to Chris Hart. What a 
wonderful legacy of memories and 
successful development they leave. Chris 
has big shoes to fill in this role, but what is 
exciting is the many offers of support Chris 
is receiving from new talent within the 
membership. 
 

Doug Bush will retire as Vice President but 
remain on the Committee as Club 
Registrar. Thanks to Doug for his 
leadership over the five years of his 
Presidency and his invaluable role in the 
last year as my mentor. Pete McGrath will 
move from his previous role over the last 
five years as Competition Secretary to 
become Vice President. Pete’s 
replacement is Rami Brass. Rami has 
previously been Competition Secretary, so 
welcome back. 
 

In good news related to rising interest 
rates, the club’s reserve funds have been 
reinvested in a term deposit and are thus 
making some money for the club. 
Finally, thanks to the efforts of Sarah and 
Chris the AGM and Christmas Celebration 
is all set to be a great night. Numbers are 
good and the menu looks to be very 
inviting. 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to 
you all. Stay safe and have and enjoyable 
summer of motoring. 

Dave Hardie 
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In this edition of the Octagon we have had several contributors who have taken  

photographs or supplied articles that were used  throughout the magazine. 
 

Lis & Ian Campbell, Andrew Shaw, Doug Bush, Sarah Fry, Peter Hagarty, 
Ernie Little, Mike Phillips,  Russel Anderson and Jane Attard.   

                Thank you! 

 

This year has gone by so quickly.  I 
cannot believe that I have already been 

the editor of an entire year of Octagon 
editions! It’s been both exciting and 
very rewarding and I am looking 
forward to many more years being the 
editor of this wonderful publication.  
 
December is usually a fairly quiet 
month for social and competition 
activities so I have decided to offer 
members the opportunity to have their 
car on the cover of the January 

Octagon.  To be in the running, all you 

need to do is send me a nice 
image of your car, in colour, 
and I will choose the image I 
best think suits the cover for the 
month.   Please have these to me no 
later than December 20th! 
 
As we head toward the festive season, I 
wanted to extend my warmest wishes 
to all members.  Please make sure you 
stay safe, drive carefully and remain 
responsible throughout the holiday 
period.  Most of all though, enjoy 
yourself!  

Kind regards,  
Rob Hagarty 

From the editor... 
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Day 1 Friday 28th October 
We all gathered at the Mandurah 
Offshore Fishing & Sailing Club 
promptly at 8.00am. The weather was 
very COOL but the bacon and egg rolls 
were hot and delicious. 
 
Tony Ford gave a short pep talk and 
overview of the upcoming 213km run 
and we were on our way towards 
Boyanup via Dwellingup, Waroona and 
Burekup,  where the CWA were 
providing their wonderful home cooked 
food for the hungry drivers and their 
navigators. (Now that’s a story for 
another day!) 
 
After a great lunch we had another 
interesting 56km run via Capel, Ludlow 
and Port Geographe to Abbey Beach 
Resort, where all the evening social 
activities were to take place over the 
next three nights.  
 
The evening Nog’n Natter at The Abbey 
Beach resort went very well, with all 
the run participants enjoying evening 
drinks and finger food after a full day’s 
driving. By about 8.30pm most were 
heading for their accommodation for a 
night’s rest before the next day’s 
events. 
 
 

Day 2 Saturday 29th October 
Show & Shine 
At 8.30am we assembled at Signal Park 
near the Busselton jetty for the Show & 
Shine car display, but unfortunately the 
heavens opened up and there were 
very few locals arriving to view the 
cars. Most participants went for coffee 
and a walk around the Busselton 
shopping centre to keep out of the rain. 
A few stalwarts stayed at the display 
area. 
 
Lunch 
After 11.30am everyone headed off to 
the lunch venue at the Busselton 
Veteran car Club clubrooms for another 
feast provided by the local CWA ladies 
which was delicious as usual. 
 
Observation Run 
Tony Ford then gave some details 
regarding the afternoons Observation 
Run   of some 170km which was to 
finish back at Abey Beach Resort. Then 
the participants were off again. The 
afternoon run was delightful despite 
the weather. 
 
Theme Night Dinner Dance 
At 7.00pm everyone arrived at the 
Abbey Beach Resort venue looking  

Safety Fast Run 
30th Anniversary 
Story and Images:  Ian and Lis Campbell 
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resplendent in their finest attire for the 
Theme Night Dinner Dance. The meal 
provided was very good and the D.J. 
was very knowledgeable and played the 
type of dance music that everyone 
loved. This proved to be a great evening 
and was enjoyed by all. 
The winners of the Best Fancy Dress 
Outfit were  Kerryn & Lindsay Campbell. 

Day 3 Sunday 30th October 
Morning Run to Margaret River 
After meeting at Abbey Beach Resort at 
9.15am and being briefed about the 
morning’s run to Margaret River by 
Ernie Little we set off on the 107km 
run. The route was very scenic and we 
had a leisurely drive. The weather was 
not kind but everyone drove very 
carefully. 
 
We all then had a free afternoon to 
have lunch and do a little exploring 
around the area and then return to 
Busselton. 
 
Presentation Dinner 
The presentation dinner was another 
enjoyable evening.  

The winners of all the event awards and 
years of participation badges etc. were 
presented their various prizes and 
trophies. 
In addition over $1,000 was raised for 
each of the Canteen and Riding for the 
Disabled charities over Saturday & 
Sunday evening from raffles and 
auctions of various items including Dot 
Eastick’s beautiful MG Lap Quilt.  
 
A big thank you to Terry & Wanda 
Banton and all of the other committee 
members for their efforts and 
organisation of everything over a 
wonderful weekend. We also thank Tim 
Harland of Sports car Garage and Dave 
Eustace for being the backup vehicle 
once again. This all helped to make the 
30th Anniversary Run so special. 
 
A big clap also for Cathy & Colin Cleaver 
who inaugurated the idea back in 1993. 
It was great to catch up with them 
again. 
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 Prizes and Trophies – 2022 Safety 
Fast Run 

 

SUNDAY 
PRESENTATION 

DINNER 
 
DAY TWO (Saturday) SFR Q&A 
 
  Draw for first place   
  2 Bottles of Wine Each  
Forbes & Anne Watson / Doug & Christine 
Bush 
Draw for second place   

 2 Bottles of Wine Each 
Tom & Annie Bullock / David & Colleen 
Hardie     
  
DAY TWO (Saturday) Car Display 
Prizes   
 
All Models to MG TF   
 2 Bottles of Wine  
Allan Herring 

MGAs       
2 Bottles of Wine Clark Rees  
MGBs      
2 Bottles of Wine Mark 
Donoghue 
RV8s, MGFs, MGTFs & Later 
Models  
2 Bottles of Wine Mike Phillips 
 
“PUTTIN” on the GLITZ & 
GLAMOUR                 
Best Couple – Kerren &Lindsay 
Campbell  $50.00 Coles/Myer 
Voucher 
Unique & Handmade garment – 
Gavin Mulcahy $50.00 Coles / Myer 
Voucher 
 
1. Spirit of Event Trophy        
2 Bottles of wine – special – Allan & 
Jeanne Herring 

 
2. Hard Luck Prize        
2 Bottles of wine – special - Mary 
Ann Stewart-Richardson 
3. Early Bird Prize        
Reimburse Entry Fee -  Ian & Lis 
Campbell 
4. Awarding of 5, 10, 15, 20 & 25 year 

badges.   
 

5 Years  
MGCC  
Chris & Kathleen Dixon 

MGTOC 
Ray Silbereison &Karena Clifton 

Privateers 
Michael & Irene Abraham 
 

    
10 Years  
MGCC 
Doug & Christine Bush 
 

15 Years  
MGCC   
Tony Ford & Lesley Bell 

MGTOC  
Mary Ann Stewart Richardson 

   
20 Years 
MGOC 
Dennis Fair 

MGTCOC 
Marija Wilkinson 

  
25 Years  
MGCC 
Ian & Lis Campbell 

Colin & Cathy Cleaver 
Richard Gusterson   
Reg & Betty McKinley 
MGOC 
Brian & Ann Dalton 
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MGF Suspense! 
Story by:  Jane Attard, MGCC Tasmania 
Submitted by:  Doug Bush 

M 
odifying a car takes 
courage, skill, talent 
and perhaps, some 
madness. From my 

feeble attempts to ‘improve’ my 
1960’s MG Midget and Morris Minor, I 
soon learnt to respect how cars are a 
system of components designed to fit 
and work together. Modify one 
component and it could be an endless 
domino of problems.  I found it 
challenging enough to fit new, after-
market components that look the 
same but are ‘just slightly’ altered to 
evade copyrights and patents. I do 
admire the work completed in hot 
rods and custom cars, many are a one-
off works of art. Mind you, many are 
hideous looking and a mechanical 
scrambled egg with components from 
various marques. Modifying a car is a 
highly skilled process. My cars will 
remain as their maker intended, until I 
had no choice.  
 
My 20-year-old MGF, the only new car 
I indulged myself with; had suspension 
problems. Like all MGFs, the hydragas 
suspension needed replacing. The 
suspension used four displacers 
containing nitrogen in an upper 
sphere and a hydragas fluid in the 
lower sphere. The nitrogen being  
 

compressible provides the springing/
damping and the fluid controls the 
ride height. When the car was new, it 
was brilliant, providing a comfortable 
ride and good handling but as it aged, 
the nitrogen escaped and the 
suspension dropped. Pumping more 
fluid raised the suspension but it 
didn’t overcome the loss of 
compression, (the springing), leaving 
the suspension hard. New displacers 
were no longer available. I had 3 
options, sell the car, reconditioned 
displacers or replace the suspension 
with a coil kit that had just arrived on 
the market. Selling my immaculate car 
with 50,000ks in return for the loose 
change dictated by market value, 
wasn’t an option. Reconditioned 
displacers were of unknown quality 
and very expensive.  
 
I was about to move from traffic 
congested Melbourne to a small, 
coastal town in Tasmania, an island 
state, so not having to find where to 
pump up the hydragas was an 
advantage of the coil replacement kits. 
I had the choice of two kits. An 
Australian kit that had mixed reviews 
and soon became no longer available. 
The other kit, known as Xpart/Suplex, 
was sold by retailer Rimmers UK 
whom I had purchased               Cont.P14 
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all factory spares from. The Suplex kit 
was described as commissioned by 
Caterpillar logistics, the official 
distributor of genuine MG Rover parts 
and used engineers who were involved 
in the development of the MGTF. The 
advertisement description continued: 
“detailed and involved calculations 
were performed along with physical 
testing to determine the effective 
spring rates, ride frequency and 
damping forces of the original hydro 
pneumatic system. The resultant 
designs were put through two years of 
evaluation and proving before sign off 
and release.” The perfect, 
professionally engineered replacement. 
No back-shed production.  
 
When the kit was first fitted to my car 
the suspension was comfortable but 
the comfortable ride gradually became 
harder and noisy; 3 months after the 
installation there was no doubt it 
wasn’t right. I contacted xpart, their 
response: ‘nothing to do with us, see 
the retailer.’ Rimmers said it wasn’t a 
product they had issues with and 
suggested I return to the garage. The 
garage checked and reset the 
suspension twice, declaring the 
problem was the suspension design.  
 
The suspension got harder and the 
noise got louder. I continued informing 
Rimmers, sending descriptions and a 
recording of the noise. Rimmer’s spoke 
person politely acknowledged each 

email and thanked me for my patience. 
The emails exchange continued for 
months with no result. Eight months 
on, Rimmers sent me a warranty 
application form to fill and I took the 
car to two garages for diagnosis, both 
identified the problem as failed rear 
suspension.  Rimmers agreed to replace 
the rear coil canisters but said I had to 
wait for the two canisters to be 
manufactured. Four months had 
passed when Rimmers told me the 
manufacture refused my claim because 
one garage said ‘the rear coil canisters 
appeared to have leaked a fluid’ when 
the canisters contained no fluid  The 
car was unroadworthy; it skipped/
hopped and juddered on turns and 
slammed over the slightest ridge. Forty 
kilometres an hour over reflectors on 
the road surface felt like a mallet 
striking my spine. I feared chipping my 
teeth. The suspension loudly clanged, 
grinded and metal moaned like a rusty 
gate, loud enough to stop pedestrians; 
many of whom would comment.  
 
Driving so slowly, I frustrated other 
drivers. The rear wheels developed an 
extreme negative camber and there 
was about 10mm between the top off 
the tyre and wheel arch. On the 
internet I read horror reports about the 
Xpart/Suplex kit. Owners displayed 
photos of their cars’ bodies fractured 
from the impacts. Forum after forum, 
owners expressing their frustration. I 
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continued to chase my warranty claim, 
asking Rimmers to give me 2 coil 
canisters from the complete kits they 
have in stock. They promised they were 
doing their best to resolve the problem 
as soon as possible and thanked me for 
my patience. From the internet I learnt 
about a Mike Satur kit that owners had 
nothing but praise for. I contacted Mike 
and he helped arrange test drive of a 
local car with a Satur suspension.  The 
impressive ride was sure footed yet 
comfortable. The year ended and still 
no progress with Rimmers so I loaded 
up the credit card and purchased a 
Mike Satur kit. A few days later, 
Rimmers contact me, agreeing to 
replace the two coils from their stock, 
only to withdraw the offer a day later 
because the manufacture decided to 
supply me with a complete suplex kit 
and contribute to the cost of fitting the 
kit! In a personal letter of apology, the 
manufacturer explains that they 
manufactured thousands of these kits 
world-wide and have very few 
problems and pride themselves on 
their customer service. They admitted 
to failing me and wanted to win back 
my confidence. After over a year of 
emails, promises, hoops to jump thru, 
knock backs, excuses and delays, not to 
mention the cost; I asked them if it’s an 
on-going joke.  
 
 The Satur kit arrived. I could see from 
the extensive parts this was a far more 
serious modification than the Suplex 

kit. The Suplex kit replaced each 
displacer with a coil in a canister and a 
telescopic shock; the Satur kit was a 
totally new suspension, replacing most 
of the factory suspension. The hunt for 
a garage to fit the Satur kit wasn’t easy 
in country Tasmania, most would 
respond ‘too big a job’, ‘not my kind of 
work’, ‘we’re too busy’. Months later, 
the MS kit was fitted, and driving the 
car is wonderful. The noise, banging, 
skipping, jarring and slamming are 
gone. The car rides very much like it did 
when new. The garage owner, not keen 
on modifying cars; said the kit was a 
clever design but he found the 
instructions frustrating. I studied the 
old Suplex components, one of the 
Suplex rear canisters was scored and 
the shocks were jelly soft. I noted  the 
central fixing point of each canister had 
moved off centre, the rear driver’s side 
being the worst.  
 
 Mike Satur’s interest and support was 
impressive. Throughout the process, he 
emailed me for progress reports and 
was always on hand to assist. When the 
garage couldn’t get the sway bar on, 
Mike knew the problem and quickly 
emailed photos and an explanation of 
the missing spacer.  He’s definitely 
stands by his product and doesn’t 
disappear once the sale is made.  At the 
time of writing, Rimmers said they will 
refund the cost of the Suplex kit upon 
its return. 
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Car modification is riddled with risks 
and unforeseeable problems, even for 
professional engineers.  I can only 
admire those few who succeed, like 
Mike Satur. His skill re-engineered the 
suspension and saved my car for me to 
enjoy once more.   
 

Cost summary: 
Suplex kit $A1464 Postage to Australia 

$A240, import duty $A358, fitting cost 
$A1300, Towing to and from garage 
because of covid lock down 5k limit: 
$A400, garage inspections $380 total: 
$A4,142 
 
Mike Satur kit inc postage: $A2917.58, 
import duty: $486.65, fitting: $1700. 
Total: $A5103 
 

 Some of the components of the factory 
suspension replaced by the Satur kit.  

Note: the front suspension 
canister scored and the rear 
suspension canister is off centre. 
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S 
ome 18 years ago a shy, 
modest lady who absolutely 
refused to provide any current 
pictures for the MGCC Website 

decided to provide all members of the 
MGCC of WA with some culinary skills.  
In this lifestyle section one of our 
busiest lady members, Mandy Lou, 
shared her favourite recipes and from 
time to time, her views on life and MG 
Car Club related topics. Well, she has 
now entered the realm of retirement 
and with time to spare is resurrecting 
her past culinary skills and referencing 
“The CWA Cookery Book and 
Household Hints” to share with you. 
 

Well top marks to you guys for 
organising the CWA Luncheons on this 
year’s MG Safety Fast Run – good value 
for money and it was great to see that 
most of you could still remember your 
table manners ! It was also noticed that 
for once you guys could manage a meal 
and a social event without having a can 
in your hand.  
Rumour has it that the next Annual 
General Meeting, with partners invited, 
will be at The Stirling Arms Hotel . Nice 
of you guys to start thinking of “your 
better halves” – just where do you 
think you would all be without us to 
guide you on the straight and narrow? 
Congratulations to all 2023 newly 
appointed Committee Members.  
Now as promised here is my recipe for 

RUM BALLS – Not just a Xmas treat but 
to be scoffed on any occasion. 
 

Ingredients : 
6 crushed weetbix 
1 tin condensed milk 
½ cup sultanas 
100ml rum 
2 or 3 tablespoons drinking chocolate 
or cocoa 
1 cup of coconut  
 

Method : 
Drink 50ml of rum and start to make 
the Rum Balls. 
 

Soak the sultanas in the remaining rum 
and leave for a couple of hours. Make 
sure your spouse does not find out 
what your doing otherwise you will 
have to start all over again like I did. He 
thought it was a pre dinner dessert. 
Mix crushed weetbix with tin of 
condensed milk – you may like to add 
another weetbix and have another 
swig of rum. 
Add drinking chocolate and rum 
soaked sultanas – if there is any left. 
Mix it all up and form little balls and 
have another swig of rum. 
Roll balls in coconut. 
 

Hide in some secret place so you can 
get up in the night and scoff them all 
without ever having to share! 
 

Until next issue,  
Mandy Lou 
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SOCIAL EVENTS IN DECEMBER 
All Club members are welcome to 
participate in these social events.  As 
they are listed on the Club’s events 
calendar, your concessionally 
registered car can be driven to, from 
and during each event.  Cars licensed 
under the Concessions for Classics 
(C4C) scheme are required to record 
their participation as a club event in 
their vehicle run log.   
 
Midweek Brunch Run – Thursday 1st 
December 
The December Classic Midweek Run 
will be a brunch run, commencing 
earlier than usual from the Mundaring 
Sculpture Park in Jacoby St Mundaring, 
gathering at 8:30am for an 8:45am 
start.  This Run is organized by our Club 
and an invitation will be extended to 
other British marque Clubs to join us 
for a pleasant 90km scenic drive 
through the hills to a brunch venue.  
Contact is Tony Ford (email 
tonyford@westnet.com.au or mobile 
0400 202 474).   
 
Club AGM, Awards Night and 
Christmas Dinner – Tuesday 6th 
December 
The Club’s Annual General Meeting and 
Nog’n’Natter will be held at the Stirling  

 
 
Arms Hotel in James St Guildford on 
Tuesday 6th December, commencing at 
6pm.  The President’s Annual Report 
and the Club’s financial statements will 
be presented, followed by election of 
the management committee members 
for 2023.  The Club’s Annual Awards 
will also be presented.   
 
For those club members who have 
previously booked for the Christmas 
Dinner by the due date of 18th 
November, this will be held following 
the AGM.   
 
Southern Chapter: Christmas Lunch – 
Sunday 11th December 
The Southern Chapter will be 
celebrating Christmas with lunch at the 
Sanctuary Golf Resort, 105 Old Coast 
Rd, Pelican Point (Bunbury) on Sunday 
11th December 2022, meeting at 
12:00pm.  For venue booking purposes, 
please advise if attending by Thursday 
8th December 2022 to Ted Mullins on 
mobile 0419 925 632 or email 
robynted01@hotmail.com  

mailto:tonyford@westnet.com.au
mailto:robynted01@hotmail.com
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Classic Mid-week Run 
Wednesday 10th November 2022 

Story: Peter Hagarty 

This Spring has seen a huge amount of 
unseasonal weather.  And so it was for 
the November Mid-Week Classic Run.  
The weather forecast was for the odd 
shower, with very little rain clearing as 
the day progressed. 
 
Having only seen a few sprinkles in the 
morning and with the sky not being so 
dark and it also not being cold, I 
decided I would put the hood up on the 
MGA to protect us from the odd 
sprinkle, but not fit the side screens.  I 
was so confident in the weather 
forecast, I didn’t even put the side 
screens in the boot. 
 
What a mistake!  As we headed along 
Reid Highway the skies began to darken 
and as we ascended into the hills it 
began to grow colder.  To the point 
where I was rueing my decision to wear 
a short sleeved polo shirt and not bring 
a warm jacket!  There was no time to 
turn back as we were running late and 
at risk of not making the start in time.  
Unfortunately, one of our dogs had 
become very ill and Zoi had to take her 
to the vet in the morning, which had 
made us very late.   
 
We arrived at the start venue 
(Mundaring Sculpture Park in Jacoby St 
Mundaring) just in time - at the point 

where at least half the vehicles had left 
and the remainder were in the process 
of departing.  We grabbed a route 
sheet from Arthur through the window 
and set off in pursuit.  It wasn’t until we 
arrived at Duidgee Park in Toodyay that 
we got to sign on to the attendance 
register, with Richard Gusterson 
eagerly hunting me down to obtain our 
entry and to gleefully advise that we 
had drawn the short straw to write the 
article for the Octagon! 
 
Apparently around the usual 28 odd 
British cars of all had gathered at 
Mundaring for the start.   
 
The run itself was once again fairly 
straightforward and enjoyable, heading 
off down Great Eastern Highway to 
Spencers Brook Road, followed by a 
quick left into Eadine Road and then 
into Clackline-Toodyay Road.  This was 
followed by a right turn into Toodyay 
Road, a drive through the town to the 
traditional northern “comfort break” 
and mid-run stop at Duidgee Park.  At 
which point it was time to guess the 
eventual total distance of the run and 
commit it to paper prior to handing the 
run sheet in and collecting the route 
instructions for the final leg. 
 

Cont. p48 
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W 
ednesday 10th November 
and the sun was shining. 
A relief after the last few 
dull and rainy days.  

 
7.00 am found us at Burswood Park ready 
to set up for an expected display of 12 
cars. We were surprised to see a beautiful 
Green MGTD already in place. As we set 
up our required hand sanitizing station 
and some free give-aways other cars 
began to arrive and take their place. 
There were a couple of people who sadly 
could not make it but one unexpected 
addition - a stall holder from nearby 
driving a yellow MG3 was happy to take 
up Doug’s offer of a place in the display to 
save her the long walk to the official car 
parking area. A couple of changes to 
improve the layout out and better display 
our free raffle prize and we were ready 
for the gates to open to the public.  
 
Our site was not far from the main entry 
point so we soon found ourselves giving 
away free raffle tickets and free hand 
sanitizers and talking about MGs and the 
club to the many people who just kept 
coming through the gates.  
 
Throughout the day club members 
enjoyed walking around the site to see 
the many displays and a couple of the 
ladies took a trike ride to Matagarup 
Bridge and back. It was amusing to note 
that by mid-afternoon most members 
were wearing different caps from the MG 

ones they were wearing at the start of the 
day.  
 
Several membership application forms 
were given out and I understand that one 
person filled one out on the day.  
By Mid afternoon the crowds were 
thinning, stamina was waning and the 
raffle was drawn. The winner was not on 
site but luckily was a friend of one of the 
members who was present so getting the 
prize to her was easily arranged. 
 
The raffle prize was a lovely picnic set and 
blanket in a heavy-duty canvas bag. Sadly, 
by the end of the day it was not all there. 
The prize was on display and left 
unattended for a few minutes during 
which time a salt pot and a serviette had 
gone.  A lesson learned for next year - 
never leave such things unattended.  
 
Everyone seemed to have enjoyed the 
Day and I hope that means they will 
return next year. If we get one new 
member it is not a Day wasted and  
spending time with friends with interests 
in common is always a fun day. 

Have a Go Day 
Story: Andrew Shaw 
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How to spot an original MGA 
Join LBI Limited co-founder Andrew Mastin 
as he dives into what makes the MGA 
Deluxe so special, both from a rarity 
standpoint and the outstanding original 
condition.  

Wayne Carini’s MG PA 
Wayne gives a tour of his 1935 MG PA 
Airline Coupe to the judges at the 2018 
Elegance At Hershey.  

MG Y Tourer Restoration 
A photographic study of the restoration of a 
MG Y Tourer, including before and after 
details.  

This month we discover the 
‘Condition Trophy’ that was 
awarded to the owner of a car 
of high condition at the MG Car 
Club of WA Concours 
d’elegance from 1990 to 2000.  
 
Some of the members who 

have won this trophy are: 
1992 & 93 - Jessie Ridgewell -                             
       MG Magnette 
1994 - Dave Eustace 
1995 - Peter Hagarty - MGB  
1996 - Ric Wake - J3 
1999 - Colin Cleaver - MGA 
2000 - David Ashby  

Interesting sites to visit to while away some time! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECWQOg8-dQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePuC2MwqudE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6SyOrbukfM
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This month we discuss common 
reasons why MGs refuse to start or 

run roughly! 

W 
hen your MG refuses to 
start for you in the 
morning as you get 
ready to go to a car 

club gathering, it can be very 
frustrating to track down the source of 
the problem quickly enough to get on 
the road.   Oh well, just leave the car in 
the garage and drive your more 
dependable (but boring) Japanese or 
American jelly bean sedan and tackle 
the issue another day. But if you are 
already on the road and your MG 
refuses to restart, then you are facing a 
potentially embarrassing and expensive 
prospect.  You will have to either get 
the beast started again or you may 
have to call a flatbed to haul your 
beauty home and explain the event to 
a spouse who “told you so”. In either 
scenario, you need to keep a cool head 
and methodically hunt down the 
problem without jerking back and forth 
from one end of the car to the other as 
well as crawling under the scuttle and 
bonnet. And if you are on the road, you 
may also have a limited arsenal of tools 
to assist.     
 
So gain a basic understanding of how 
your car works you may find the 

following procedures helpful -   
 
Ignition Switch in “ON” Position But 
Instruments Do Not Work 
Check: 1) brown wire from battery to 
ignition switch #1 loose or 
disconnected 2) white wire from 
ignition switch #2 to hot side of fuse 
block #6‐7 loose or disconnected 3) 
fuse #6 or #7 blown (windshield washer 
and wipers, horn, stop lights, backup 
lights, choke lamp, handbrake lamp, 
gauges).  
Ignition Switch in “START” Position 
and Instruments Work But Engine 
Does Not Crank 
Check: 1) brown wire from ignition 
switch #1 to starter solenoid relay 02 2) 
white/yellow wire from ignition switch 
#3 to starter solenoid relay WI   3) 
white/red wire from starter solenoid 
relay C1 to starter solenoid 4) black 
wire from starter solenoid relay W2 to 
ground 5) black wire from starter 
solenoid to ground. 
Ignition Switch in “START” and 
Instruments Work Except Tachometer 
and Engine Cranks But Does Not Fire 
Check: 1) white wire from hot side of 
fuse block 6‐7 to tachometer 2) white 
wire from tachometer to ignition coil.  
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Ignition Switch in “START” Position 
and All Instruments Work and Engine 
Cranks But Does Not Fire 
Check: 1) wires to ignition coil 2) high 
tension wire from ignition coil to 
distributor cap 3) faulty ignition points 
(no gap or burned contacts) 4) faulty 
points condenser or poor wire 
connection 5) faulty ignition coil 6) 
faulty fuel delivery (fuel pump not 
working or carb float needle stuck 
closed). 
Engine Cranks But Will Only Fire If 
Battery is Boosted 
Check: 1) poor battery cable 
connections 2) weak battery voltage 
below minimum required for electronic 
ignition even if engine cranks 3) long 
wiring runs or other causes of high 

resistance drops voltage below 
minimum required for electronic 
ignition 
Engine Starts But Fires Erratically 
Check: 1) high tension wire from 
ignition coil to distributor cap or spark 
plug wires or terminals loose, wet, 
cracked 2) faulty distributor cap 
(burned or broken contacts, cracked) 3) 
fouled or damaged spark plugs 4) faulty 
fuel delivery (low fuel pump pressure, 
clogged fuel filter, carburettor defects) 
Engine Dies While Driving, Restarts 
Easily or Only With Key Jiggling, Then 
Check: 1) loose wires on back of 
ignition switch 2) burned or defective 
contacts within ignition switch. 
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There were a total of 67 cars, of which 
14 cars were from our club, 
participating on this year’s run to 
Busselton. The event was held over 3 
days commencing on Friday 28th 
October to Sunday with a return run 
home on the Monday. 
 

Whilst it rained lightly over the 3 days, 
it did not dampen the spirits of those 
on the event. The first day began with a 
light breakfast at the Mandurah 
Offshore Boating Club and then a scenic 
drive, planned by Tony Ford, to 
Boyanup for a CWA luncheon stop. The 
convoy then continued, again on a 
scenic route to Abbey Beach Resort 
where most entrants had booked their 
accommodation. That night we enjoyed 
a relaxed N&N type social get together. 
 

Saturday morning we awoke to a dark 
cloudy sky with consistent drizzling 
rain. Russel Anderson co-ordinated the 
Show and Shine display at the grounds 
adjacent to the base of the iconic 
Busselton Jetty. The display was 
advertised on both the Bunbury and 
Busselton community “Facebook” 
notice boards in the weeks leading up 
to the event. The rain undoubtedly 
reduced the number of visitors, but 
nevertheless there was a steady 
number of enthusiasts who braved the 
conditions. Russel and representatives 

from the MGCCWA and the TCOCWA 
judged the best cars in four model 
categories. Lunch was again provided 
by the good ladies of the local CWA at 
the Busselton Vintage Car Club venue. 
Tony Ford directed the Observation 
Run and the cars set off after the lunch 
break to finish a couple of hours later 
at Abbey Beach. 
 

Glitter and Glitz was the theme for the 
evening dinner at Abbey Beach Resort, 
with many taking the trouble to really 
dress up for the occasion. The disc 
jockey set the tone with our 
generation’s popular music, starting 
with 50’s style crooners and then onto 
the jive classics of the 60’s. The dance 
floor was packed, for most of the 
evening. The MGCCWA ran a raffle and 
a couple of auctions earning over a 
thousand dollars for their nominated 
charity, “Canteen”. 
 

Sunday and it was again up to the 
MGOCWA to start the day’s activities. A 
lazy start with a briefing at 9.30am and 
Kate Dixon reminding all entrants to 
visit an ATM to load up with cash for 
the RDA raffle later in the evening. The 
107Km scenic drive, mostly between 
Bussell Highway and Caves Road was 
again subjected to consistent drizzling 
rain. Alan Herring and his wife had to  

MGOC Safety Fast Report 
Story: Ernie Little in company with Mike Phillips and 
Russel Anderson  
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be admired for their spirit huddled 
together in their open 1934 NA model 
MG in the wet conditions. Mike Phillips 
and I had planned and driven the route 
only 3 weeks earlier….. “what could 
possibly go wrong”? One of the final 
roads had been torn up, resulting in a 2 
Km stretch of very sticky, muddy clay!! 
Needless to say, most MG owners, who 
have a reputation from shying away 
from the dust on a dry gravel road……
were not very happy… including Mike 
and myself….to say that my name was 
mud is understating the case. The run 
finished in a convoy down the main 
street of Margaret River, then everyone 
dispersed to enjoy visiting the local 
attractions of their choice. Some even 
found bliss during the remaining part of 
the day, with the food and drinks 
offered at their  favoured winery. 
 
Sunday evening was again enjoyed with 
a buffet style dinner at Abbey Beach. 
Our members figured well in the events 
prize lists. Tony Ford’s observation 
run…no surprises here. First Prize, 
there were two equal winners, one of 
which was Forbes and Anne. Second 
Prize, again there were two equal 
winners, one of which was Tom and 
Annie. Well done! Mike and Judy 
Phillips car won the best car award in 
the mixed category of RV8’s, F’s, TF’s, 
and modern MG’s…Again well done! 
 
 Speaking of well done….the highlight 
of the evening was the RDA raffle co-

ordinated by Mike and Judy Phillips . 
Firstly, Kate Dixon gave a very 
impassioned talk about the good work 
of Riding for Disabled (Capricorn) and 
their volunteers in providing 
therapeutic and emotional support to 
young and older persons suffering 
disabilities. Kate’s delivery was straight 
from the heart. You could have heard a 
pin drop as she received the full 
attention of all those present. There is 
no doubt the success of the raffle was 
largely due to her plea for people to dig 
deep into their pockets for this very 
worthwhile and deserving charity. The 
raffle raised a record $1014 and a 
further donation of $300 to RDA 
through Kate by a member of one of 
the other clubs. 
 
Overall the 2022 SFR was a brilliant 
success with the friendly interaction 
between all those present. In closing, 
Russel, Mike and I have enjoyed 
representing the MGOCWA on the SFR 
committee for the past several years 
and we thank you all for your support 
and encouragement during that time. I 
take this opportunity to express our 
appreciation for the tireless and 
efficient leadership over the past 
fourteen years displayed by both Terry 
and Wanda Banton, who have made 
the jobs of everyone else on the 
Committee so much easier. Thanks 
Terry and Wanda, now sit back and 
enjoy a well deserved retirement 
together! 
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The club is once again calling for volunteers to help 
our catering coordinator at General Meetings.  
This is a fairly easy role and only requires the 
volunteer to purchase some hot and cold snacks 
for the members to enjoy for supper.  
Costs of food is reimbursed and assistance will be 
provide to make the role as easy as possible.  
  We are seeking volunteers to help out starting in the new year. 

Interested?  Please contact Christine Bush and let her know when you can help!   
  

Members who own vehicles registered under the Department of Transport 
(WA) Concessional Licence Codes 404 or C4C please note that your MG Car 
Club of WA membership fees MUST be paid in full no later than December 31st 
2022 for your concessional vehicle licence to remain valid.  
 
It is a requirement under this licencing code for the club to inform the DoT 
when any member who accesses the 404 or C4C concessional licencing 
schemes through their MG Car Club membership is no longer a financial 
member of the club.  Officially, this occurs when a member does not pay their 
annual membership dues on or before December 31st of each year.   

 
REMEMBER - YOUR 404 OR C4C REGISTERED CAR WILL BE CONSIDERED 

UNREGISTERED SHOULD YOU NOT PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES BY 
DECEMBER 31st! 

 

mailto:dougmgwa@msn.com


28  

 

Please note:- The general meeting minutes are approved by the committee and will 
be ratified at the next general meeting. 
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***  Income and expenditure available upon request  *** 
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Joondalup Festival of Motoring 
Story and Images:  Sarah Fry 

W 
hilst many MGCC 
members were away 
relaxing at the annual 
Safety Fast weekend, 

four members were up in Joondalup 
getting excited about the sprint around 
the streets of Joondalup. Last held in 
1998 this event has been a long time 
coming back, waiting for sponsorship 
which the Joondalup City finally agreed 
to, mainly due to the support of the 
mayor Albert Jacob who put up 
$350,000 tax payers money for the two 
day event to take place, then getting 
Justin Hunt to arrange it. 

 
The entry was limited to 150 cars and 
that number was filled with a wait list. 
There was no requirement for cars to 
be of any specific age or engine 
specification. Cars had to be 
scrutineered on Saturday prior to the 
event on Sunday. 
 
Up early Sunday morning to arrive for 
drivers briefing at 7.45am the forecast 
was for chance of rain coming in at 

2pm. The air was cold for this time of 
year 17oC but for our old MGs we were 
grateful as anything to reduce the 
chances of them overheating would be 
an advantage! Moyra and Graham in 
their red MGBs and Peter in his 1971 
MGB and me in the green MGB.  
 
Graham’s MG was the oldest car 
competing. Cars were numbered as per 
their seeding, how they worked that 
out we don’t know! The 2.5km course 
was set around the centre of Joondalup 
running behind the library down to the 
police training college cutting down to 
Grand Boulevard with some chicanes 
and technically challenging twists and 
turns which made it exciting for 
everyone driving and watching. The 
only things stopping you hitting various 
road signs or lamp posts were a few 
hay bales and hay rolls scattered 
strategically along the course. You 
were allowed to carry a co-pilot if you 
choose as a navigator. You were 
started on a green light and timing 
started when you broke the beam, a 
car was fired off every 30 seconds so 
lots of cars were on the course at any 
one time, making great entertainment 
for the crowds.  
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John Webb drove his Radical, Dick 
Ward his Fiat Abarth, Bob Schrader was 
also there in his orange Sylvia Riot to 
name but a few. Everyone had two 
important siting runs to familiarise 
themselves with the course before 
getting four runs through the course on 
the day.  
 
The marshals did an amazing job of 
getting everyone in the correct running 
order. A few cars, 15 in total, didn’t 
finish all their runs for various reasons, 
The course had three sets of red lights 
positioned at various points around the 

track which flashed if a car had come a 
cropper in front of you. That meant you 
had to slow down and drive at walking 
pace. That happened to Graham and 
me and we were put straight to the 
front of the line to re run enabling us to 
get a time for all our runs.  
 
The rain held off and the sun warmed 
up as the day went on. The cars kept 
moving thanks to quick working tow 
trucks to clear the track when someone 
had a mishap. Graham was the quickest 

of the MGs at days end .again putting 
his pedal to the metal. Moyra and I 
were tick for tack all day but in the end 
I just pipped her by a few hundredths 
of a second.  Peter came in a healthy 
forth.  
 

No shameful times from any of us 
considering the strong completion out 
there on the day. It wasn’t about 
winners or losers, it was about having a 
great day and having fun. For Peter and 
me it was great for the family to be 
able to be up close and watch us and 
share the day with us.  
 
Would we do it again? Gee yes most 
definitely! Hopefully we won’t have to 
wait another 25 years though! Fastest 
car on the day was Cody Harris driving 
his Mitsubishi Evo. In our Class, classic 
under 2000cc, overall Graham was 
12th, me 14th, Moyra 15th and Peter 
17th of the 25 cars. Very pleasing 
results for us all. Boy did that cold beer 
and Chinese taste extra good that night 
after the event. 
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  bfturner@iinet.net.au 

mailto:%20%20bfturner@iinet.net.au
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The competition season draws to a 
close for 2022 at the end of October, 
with the calendar running from 1st 
November to 31st October each year. 
It’s been a decent year with plenty of 
events each month, giving our 
members lots of opportunities to test 
theirs and their cars abilities. It was a 
shame that the Northam events didn’t 
go ahead earlier this year, with the 
hope that they may be re-arranged for 
later on, alas this wasn’t to be. This was 
the only downside to the whole year.  
I reported on the Jaguar Regularity 
Track Day from September in the last 
edition, minus results. Unfortunately, 
the results weren’t published, so we’ll 
never know just how well my ZST ran 
that day. Still, it was a great event and 
we look forward to three more next 
year (usually March, June and 
September).  
 
October this year is one of the action-
packed months, with a couple of events 
taking part early in the month, the 
most prestigious being the Collie 
Coalfields 500, which our very own 
Tony Ford took part (article elsewhere). 
There was a couple of Tarmac Sportz 
events too, on the 2nd and 21st. As far 
as I’m aware, none of our members 

took part, but if you did, please let us 
know all about it.  
 
Post submission of this article, the 
following events are due to take place: 
State Motorkhana Round 5 – 23rd 
October – Wanneroo Raceway Pit area. 
At least four of our members are due to 
take part. 
 
Joondalup Festival of Motoring Street 
Circuit Sprint – 30th October – At least 
three of our members are due to take 
part. 
I’m looking forward to hearing all about 
these events. The later of which clashes 
with the Safety Fast weekend. I’m 
hoping that they run this event in 
future years and that a clash can be 
avoided. 
 

November Events 
Tarmac Sportz Time Challenge – 
Saturday 5th November – Wanneroo 
Raceway – all event info on WASCC 
website 

December Events 
Vintage Stampede Regularity at Collie 
Raceway – Friday 2nd December to 
Sunday 4th December. Practice on 
Friday, with the main event taking part 
on the Sunday. Updates have been sent 
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Do you have special dietary requirements?  Please contact the club and let 
know and we will arrange with the caterers to provide a suitable meal! 

out, but event entry information was 
not available at the time this article 
was submitted. 
 
Hill Climb at Jack’s Hill – Sunday 4th 
December – Organised by the TSOA. 
Event information will be sent out 
closer to the time.  
 
The competition secretary role is still 
up for grabs for 2023. If you are 

interested or would like to know more 
about it, please let me know. It is an 
interesting and fulfilling role.  
 
As always, keep us informed about 
events that you hear of, that we 
haven’t promoted. Likewise, if you take 
part in any event, it would be great to 
hear about your experiences. 
 
Here’s to a rapid and fun December.  

Peter Fry lines up for a run during the Triumph Sports 
Owners Association event in August this year 

mailto:chrishart@westnet.com.au
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Do you have special dietary requirements?  Please contact the club and let Chris 
know and we will arrange with the caterers to provide a suitable meal!  

mailto:chrishart@westnet.com.au
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State Motorkhana Round 5 
Story and Images:  Sarah Fry 

T 
he 5th and final round for 
2022 was set be a great day 
for all 29 competitors. The 
event took place on the 

centre field/skid pad at the newly 
named Carco.com.au Raceway. The 
competitors and only 18 cars were in 
place due to lots of shared cars.  
 
This was a truly family affair with 
several families members taking turns 
to drive the same car. The Lunnsman 
family x3 shared their Mazda MX-5. 
The highly entertaining Brent 
Matthews and Finn Holland shared 
their Toyota Corolla KE70 spinning it 
around in many circles, having to 
change their bald tyres after a few 
courses. Michael and Patrick Duffy 
shared their MX-5, a really capable duo 
in the what seems a purpose built car 
for these events.  
 
The Brewer family, Trent, Jetta and 
Michael shared a BMW 316ti minus its 
front bodywork. There was little fear of 
doing anymore damage with dad in the 
passenger seat guiding the two very 
young sons around the course for the 
very first time.  
 
Motorkhanas are a really good way to 
teach youngest how to control a car 
and they can take part from the age of 
12. Five members of the Bennett 

family including Amy, James, William, 
Scott and Ross sharing the Turben 
Special and Leyland Moke. Then of 
course me and Peter sharing our 1964 
green MGB. 
 
The bigger area permitted the Mini Car 
Club to utilise the larger and longer 
courses for the event which made 
great driving. As ‘club only’ members 
we do the forward only courses. As 
much as we would like to do the state 
reversing courses we just aren’t quick 
enough being able to get the old MGB 
into reverse. The rain came down as 
the day went on but our spirits were 
not dampened. 
 
Unfortunately Moyra had a mental 
blank on the first “Mothballs” run and 
accrued more time than she would 
have liked which left her a lot to make 
up through the day. Peter put up one 
of his best performances to date only 
to do a wrong way on Renno diamond 
which gave him the slowest time plus 
five seconds. Graham was on fire from 
the start in his 1963 MGB and didn’t 
put a foot wrong all day. It was very 
close between Graham and I all day. In 
the end with me pipping him by 1-2 
seconds on every course I came out 
the winner. 
 
End of day $40 each a cheap and fun  
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and fun day out. 
 
Ever thought of coming and having a 
go? Well do it! 
 

1 Sarah Fry 252.42 
2 Graham Mitchinson 265.93 
3 Moyra Mitchinson 269.05 
4 Peter Fry 293.36 
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Reprinted with permission from the MG Car Club (UK) Ltd 
Words and Photos by Colin Grant and Andy Knott  

Oselli have a long history of tuning and 
preparing cars for motorsport. It all 
started in 1960 when David Oldham 
and Dudley Gliddon, who were 
engineers at BMC, decided to gas flow 
cylinder heads in their spare time 
starting in a small garage in Wheatley, 
Oxfordshire. At this time they went 
with the name Oxford Engine Services. 
The Oselli name was conceived as 
being more appropriate to motorsport: 
it was a derivative of Oxford Engine 
Services (OES or OSE) with an Italian 
ring to it (lli).  
 
David and Dudley soon parted 
company and David branched out into 
supplying tuning components for BMC 
A and B series engines as well as parts 
for Ford and Lotus Twin Cams. Oselli 
then had a series of moves over the 
years from Wheatley to Baynards 
Green, on to Eynsham, Oxford, Witney 
and where they are based today at 
Great Horwood, near Milton Keynes.  
 
They also had a change of owners, with 
David retiring in 1993 and the business 
being sold to Barry Coombes. As part of 
Barry’s plan for the company David 
Eales was invited to join. David worked 

as an international troubleshooter for 
Aston Martin, travelling the world for 
the company. David had previously 
contacted Oselli to undertake work for 
Aston Martin, and when Barry outlined 
his plan for the company David decided 
to join in early 1994. Eventually Barry 
decided to sell his share in the 
business, which David bought. Oselli 
then consisted of the engineering side 
coupled with sales and classic car 
restoration.  
 
Their new premises at Great Horwood 
consist of a large showroom, rolling 
road, and motorsport preparation 
department for Aston Martins, MG, 
and other upmarket cars. David’s son 
Paul has been racing for some years, 
firstly with an MGB GT, then on to an 
MGB roadster and an MGA Twincam 
into which they fitted one of their 
overbored full race FIA MGB units. He 
then returned to racing an MGB again. 
The company has diversified into 
competition car management, whereby 
they make an undertaking to their 
clients to do all the necessary 
engineering and repairs and have full 
responsibility to get their race cars to 
and from race meetings.  
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Paul had arranged for us to try 
another MGA alongside the 
Graduate which was fitted with a 
Sierra type 9 gearbox, uprated 
engine and other upgrades, but 
leaving the car with a ‘standard’ 
look. This was the ‘A’ we tested 
for Safety Fast! back in 2008, so it 
was good to reacquaint ourselves 
with the car.  
 
With both cars parked side by side 
outside the Oselli premises we 
chose the ‘standard’ A to test drive 
first. Although fully restored some 
years ago, it still felt quite fresh 
with the steering, brakes, and 
handling being spot on.  
 
The countryside around Oselli’s 
premises is stunning, with the 
winding country roads being ideal 
to test dive an ‘A’. Although cold it 
was a beautiful sunny day with 
lovely wisps of cloud in the sky, 
perfect for open-top motoring. We 
chose a route around the Winslow 
and Great Horwood areas which 
were ideal and included some long 
straights where we were able to 
give the car its head.  
 
COLIN’S THOUGHTS 
 
Out on the road the power delivery 
was very smooth, benefiting from 
the Oselli 1950cc MGB engine. The 
five-speed Sierra box, although  
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slightly notchy, matched perfectly with 
the B engine. The uprated servo-
assisted MGB brakes pulled the car up 
effortlessly without having to stand on 
the pedal. The handling, having been 
subject to uprated bushes and shock 
absorbers, was very precise and gave 
confidence when going into a bend. 
The ride was good, being firm but very 
stable.  
 
Driving along our chosen test route the 
‘A’ came into its own, taking the sharp 
corners we encountered with ease and 
very little body roll. The extra power 
from the ‘B’ engine was ideal when 
overtaking slower traffic, allowing me 
to overtake quickly and safely. Keeping 
up with modern traffic was no problem 
with the 1950cc ‘B’ engine burbling 

along quite happily.  
 
This car was a joy to drive and, 
although updated, kept the look of a 
standard car whilst benefiting from 
modern upgrades. Would I like 
one…….you bet!!  
 
ANDY’S THOUGHTS 
 
Reacquainting myself with the Oselli 
MGA was like meeting a good friend 
after a long absence; we had a lot to 
catch up on, and this test drive could 
go on for a while! Externally this Old 
English White A looked stunning, but 
standard. Opening the bonnet was a 
whole different story, though. The red 
rocker cover emblazoned with OSELLI 
leapt out at you, as did the blue ‘Oselli  
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Tuned’ plaque mounted just in front of 
the radiator, proudly displaying 1950.  
 
Hunkering down in the plush red 
interior, which goes so well with the 
OEW paintwork, I instantly felt at 
home as I reacquainted myself with 
the MGA switch gear. A flick of the key 
and a tug on the starter pull, the B 
series engine burst into life with its 
distinctive burble. As we headed out 
on quiet, twisty country roads around 
Great Horwood and Winslow the 
1950cc engine made it easy work 
keeping up with the modern cars, with 
oodles of torque and the engine eager 
to pull in any of the five gears.  
 
Five gears, because this one was fitted 
with a Ford type 9 gearbox as used in 

the 1980s Capris and the whole range 
of Sierras. As much as I do love the 
standard MGA box, I was thankful for 
the extra gear when pushing along at 
speed as it brought the revs down 
enough so there was no drone and 
strain on the engine. All too soon it 
was time to pull over and reluctantly 
hand the keys to Colin to take us back 
to Oselli’s base at Little Horwood. I 
loved driving that A, with the slightly 
notchy Ford gearbox reminiscent of 
times gone by, but I was keen to try 
Oselli’s latest creation, dubbed the 
Graduate!  
 
 
Jekyll & Hyde - Two MGAs with totally 
different personalities concludes in 

next month’s Octagon.  
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So far so good!  There had been only 
the occasional sprinkle of rain, but my 
teeth were chattering as we were 
scooting along with the cold wind 
howling through where the side 
screens should have been!   
 

The second half of the run took us 
down Toodyay Road to Bunning Road 
and a delightful run through to Mount 
Helena, to the Amaroo Retreat and Spa 
for lunch.  As we were heading down 
Toodyay Road, the heavens opened 
and we were treated to a number of 
heavy showers.  The rain was pelting in 
Zoi’s window aperture to the point 
where she opened an umbrella inside 
the car and held it up to the opening as 
she was getting a right soaking!  At this 
point, I felt particularly sorry for the 
people motoring along with their tops 
down. 
 

The Amaroo Retreat and Spa put on 
nice meal.  This being their first time 
catering for an event like this, it tested 
their organisational skills.  And while all 
the meals came out fairly close to one 
another, it was a lengthy wait for 
everyone until their meals were served.  
The retreat itself is located in an idyllic 
bush setting and looked a lovely place 
to relax and spend a night – if you 
could afford it!  Prices per night start 
from $475… 
 

Zoi managed to uphold the Club’s 
honour by scooping the 1st prize pool 
by guessing the run’s total distance the 
closest and also getting the mystery 

question right.  The question was about 
Captain Eric (Winkle) Brown, a British 
WWII Royal Navy officer and test pilot, 
who escaped Germany at the outset of 
WWII in his British sports car.  The 
question was what make of British 
sports car was it?  Of course it was an 
MG – an “N” Type Magnette 
specifically, which was manufactured 
from 1934-1936.  What else would any 
British serviceman worth his salt drive? 
 

The runners-up prizes were both won 
by Austin Healey Club members. 
 

As I was looking at the last Mid Week 
Run write-up I did for inspiration, I 
found it was for the July run.  To my 
astonishment, the write-up was for 
virtually exactly the same route, with a 
different lunch venue at the end.  Much 
to my surprise, Zoi also scooped the 1st 
prize that day too! 
As is usual for a Mid-Week Run, it was 
an enjoyable outing, in good company 
with other like-minded enthusiasts 
from other clubs, all getting along well.   
The only downside is that I must have 
caught a chill that day, as a week later I 
came down with a terrible flu and chest 
infection, which at the time of writing 
(a further two weeks on) is finally just 
about over.  That will teach me to make 
rash decisions about weather 
equipment and clothing  
If anyone is interested in learning more 
about Captain Eric Brown, this link 
provides some interesting reading 
and a picture of his Magnette.  

https://www.faaaa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Brown-Obituary-Aeroplane-April-2016.pdf
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Competition Events 

Social Events 

All calendar events correct at time of publication.  
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CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

FOR SALE 

   

Manocher     0424048766     manocher017@gmail.com 
$46 500 

MGA 1960 MK1 1600 in good running order. 

MGA Mk1 1600 
1960 

Advertisements in the Octagon are free for MG Car Club of WA members.  A small fee is charged 

for non members to advertise in the Octagon.  

 
Advertisements should be sent to octagon@westnet.com.au.  They should include a brief 
description of the item for sale or wanted and an image smaller than 1Mb in size.   
Please note:- Advertisements are removed after three editions unless instructed otherwise. 

 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

1978   

Wayne   wayne.mcculloch@multotec.com.au  0427 774 611 
$29 800 

Trophy Stainless Steel extractors and exhaust, upgraded front 
brakes, Walnut Dash, new Stainless Wire Wheels 5.5 inch-72 spoke 
and new 185/70x14 tyres, new seat inserts, replaced clutch 

lowered suspension, electronic ignition, engine mounts, chassis pads and many more items. 
Have full-service history from new with list of owners and receipts. Includes hood in great 
condition and various tonneau covers. Interior excellent condition and repainted to original 
colour of black. Registration June 2023. Drives beautiful, nothing to do for new owner, just 
drive!!  

FOR SALE MGB 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

FOR SALE 

  Kalgoorlie 

Tim Crockett   0418925559  whip.pet@westnet.com.au 
$17 500 

Runs and drives well, complete original tool kit and books. 
Plus a pile of spare parts and workshop manual. 
Has an expired SA licence and poor paintwork 

1958  

MG ZB Magnette 

mailto:manocher017@gmail.com
mailto:octagon@westnet.com.au
mailto:wayne.mcculloch@multotec.com.au
mailto:whip.pet@westnet.com.au
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CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

 89546 Albury NSW 

Warwick Jones wambjones@bigpond.com   0407 452 910 
$39 000 

MGC GT 

Factory fitted electronic over drive. 5 brand new tyres. Rear Sus-
pension has been changed to Telescopic Shocks to greatly im-
prove the handling. No accident damage, no problems with the 
gear box, differential or drive line. 

FOR SALE 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

   

Daniel Leary   danielnleary@outlook.com  0439 694 820  
$130 

15” SAAS wood grain with boss kit to suit a MGB and is in 
excellent condition.  

FOR SALE Steering Wheel 

The deadline for advertisements to be received for them to appear in the January edition of the 

Octagon is  FRIDAY DECEMBER 23th.  

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

1953   

John Bennington  benntoo@iinet.net.au   0417 927 544 
Offers 

Rebuilt 20 years ago in SA from ex USA car, only changes, 5 speed 
box (still have old box), all brake cylinders have stainless sleeves, 
new water pump, new brake shoes, offers over 3 half crowns 

FOR SALE MG TD 

 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

1979  Denmark 

Roger Spiers roger.steven.spiers@gmail.com   0478783785 
$39 990 

Fully restored 1979 Midget 1500. New Bodyshell. Reconditioned 
Engine/Gearbox/Axle. Numerous upgrades. Documentation file. 
Registered 2016. 3,000km since. 

FOR SALE MG Midget 

mailto:wambjones@bigpond.com
mailto:danielnleary@outlook.com
mailto:benntoo@iinet.net.au
mailto:roger.steven.spiers@gmail.com
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