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Classic Mid 
Week  Run to 
Araluen 

October Cover 
The monthly Mid-week Classic Run was held on 
Thursday 8th October.  Many members enjoyed a 
150km run to Bullsbrook for lunch.  Full report and 
images from the day are on page 6. 
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W 
elcome to the 
warmer weather that 
accompanies Spring. 
Now is an excellent 

time to shake off the MGs winter 
dust cover and go for a drive. A 
perusal of the social and competition 
calendar will suggest plenty of 
opportunities for us to join a club 
event for some driving pleasure and 
great social mixing. 
  

On my recent trip we drove into 
Perth via the Williams/Pinjarra road 
to be greeted by a row of oncoming 
MGs. It is unusual for us to see the 
broad grins and smiling faces of 
others enjoying a drive in the country 
in their MG. Obviously the Southern 
Chapter on a mid week run, and not 
lost. 
  

Speaking of enjoyable runs the 
weather gods smiled on us for the 
MGB 60th Anniversary Run. 
Congratulations to Doug, Christine 
and Chris for an excellent event. It 
was great to see 65 odd MGBs and 
RV8s arranged around the Whiteman 
Park Motor Museum. It also is the 
30th Anniversary of the RV8. Thanks 
also for support provided by the 
Museum volunteers who made an 
outstanding venue available for the 

event. What made the event even 
better was the participation of the 
other MG clubs. Thanks to them for 
joining us. 
  
The next big event for us to look 
forward to is the Safety Fast Run. 
Terry and Wanda and the Safety Fast 
Committee have organised another 
great event. I can’t wait! 
  
The end of the year is fast 
approaching and along with it 
Christmas and the AGM. Sarah is 
organising a great social event to 
combine a Christmas bash with the 
AGM. Please come along and enjoy 
what will be a festive evening. 
  
Also think about nominating for a 
Committee position and contributing 
to our great club. In good news Chris 
has nominated for Safety Fast 
Coordinator. It is pleasing to see 
some members indicating a 
willingness to assist Chris next year. 
  
We are still looking for a Competition 
Secretary and a Social Events 
Coordinator. Be brave and put your 
hand up! 
 

Dave Hardie 



5  

 

 

 
 
This month’s general meeting 
raffle was won by Christine 
Bush.  Congratulations! 

5 

In this edition of the Octagon we have had several contributors who have taken  

photographs or supplied articles that were used  throughout the magazine. 
 

Michael Flanagan, Ted Mullins, Rob Carson, Doug Bush, Carly Jones  & 
Sarah Fry. 

                Thank you! 

 

I hope you are enjoying the articles 
being republished from the archives of 
the MG Car Club of UK as much as I am 
in bringing them to you.  This month 
we look at one MG Car Club member’s 
odyssey to prepare a car and then 
compete in the historic Mille Miglia 
event.  It makes for very interesting 
reading and the article will conclude in 

next month’s Octagon.  

 
Also in this edition is a wonderful 
historic magazine article about the MG 
GT V8 which first appeared in 1973.  
This is one of the rarest and most 
valuable of the MG B range and finding 
a good one in original condition is most 
definitely exciting!  It was awesome to 

see a couple of these on the 
recent 60th Anniversary run in 
brilliant original condition.  
The article is a great read and will be 
the last MG B article to feature in the 

Octagon as part of the 60th 

Anniversary celebrations.  
 
As always I have enjoyed compiling this 

month’s Octagon enormously.  A task 

always made easier by the many 
members who contribute articles and 
pictures each month.  I am also greatly 
assisted by my fellow committee 
members who always provide their 
articles and reports on time and 
correctly formatted.  Thanks again to 
you all! 
         Cheers, 
                                    Rob Hagarty 

From the editor... 
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T 
hirty Three cars comprised of 
MGs, Austin Healeys , 
Triumphs, a Jensen 
Interceptor and a few other 

Marques assembled in Jacoby Street 
near the Mundaring Hotel on a cloudy 
September morning.  
 
The organisers Arthur and Sandra 
Wallis in their usual friendly manner 
handed out Part "A" of the run sheet, 
with the usual quiz question regarding 
the total mileage, and took the lunch 
orders. 
 
The first part of the run  was along the 
Great Eastern Highway to clear out the 
cobwebs with a left turn into Old 
Northam Rd to Chidlow then via  
Willcox and leisurely drive along 
Lilydale Rd towards Toodyay Rd. The 
onward drive from the" T" intersection 
to Toodyay was a 41km scenic drive 
which greeted us with beautiful 
Canola fields along the way as we 
went  past Nobel Falls and a number 
of wineries arriving at Duidgee Park, 
Toodyay for our pit stop.  
 
Upon receipt of Part "B" of the run 
sheet with Chequers Hotel, Bullsbrook 
as our lunch destination ;  we left 

Duidgee Park and headed North on 
Harper Street with a left turn across 
the Newcastle Bridge, along  
Telegraph  and  Bindi Bindi - Toodyay 
Roads with a left turn into Delwars 
Pool/ Bindoon Rd to the Great 
Northern Highway. Once on the 
highway the convoy of British sports 
cars which was spread out was 
reunited due to a wide load comprised 
of heavy mining equipment that 
required the use of both lanes of the 
highway. Attached is a picture of the 
said equipment. 
 
Proceeding along the Great Northern 
Highway, we appreciated that  Arthur 
Wallis had alerted  us all at the Drivers 
briefing of the changed highway 
configuration whereby it was required 
to take the slip road with a right turn 
past a new BP filling station to route 
95 and then onwards to the  RAAF 
Base at Pearce, arriving at Bullsbrook, 
Chequers Hotel for a very enjoyable 
lunch.  Almost all the meals arrived at 
the tables in a timely fashion; there 
was a change with the lunch protocol 
with all meals being paid for at the 
conclusion of lunch. The winner of the 
quiz was one of the members from the 
Triumph Sports Club.  

Classic Mid-week Run 
Thursday 8th September, 2022 
Story: Michael Flanagan 
Images: Michael Flanagan & Rob Hagarty 
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Historic Magazine Article  
Reprinted from ’Australian Motor Manual’ Magazine  
October 1973 
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terwan@iinet.net.au 
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Club member Carly Jones contacted the 

Octagon editor during the month and wanted 

to share a paint chart she had found for 1964 – 
1967 BMC cars.   Thanks Carly!  
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Elan 
26R 



14  

 

 

Elan 26R 

Harris Dam Picnic 
11th September 2022 
Story and Images:  Ted Mullins 

A rriving at Harvey Cheese 
Factory the car park was 

nearly full of Chevrolet cars and only 
four MG cars with the general public 
having a problem parking. 
 

The Chevrolet Cars were heading to the 
Wokalup Hotel for lunch next door. 
After much banter with Linsay and 
Kerryn Cambell with their Chev on 
display another owner originally from 
Geraldton who now lives in Harvey, l 
haven’t seen for eight years. 
 

We set off on our run perfect sunshine 
and temperature a very 
straightforward drive hardly any traffic 
made a very pleasant drive to Harris 
River Dam car park, we had the picnic 
area to ourselves until later when a few 
other people arrived. 
 

We had a good walk around the park 
trying to spot Blue Wren’s other people 
said they had seen. Was good to 
welcome new members Glenn and 
Cheryl Impson from Capel having 
purchased a 2002 MGF and Charles 
Knight back from Tasmania. Several 
members are still travelling or having 
treatment. 
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terwan@iinet.net.au 
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A 
 beautiful sunny Sunday 
greeted us as we made our 
way to the Guildford train 
station car park to meet up 

with 67 other MGBs and take part in 
the 60th Anniversary run to Whiteman 
Park.  A wonderful group of MGB 
enthusiasts greeted us at the car park 
and there were official shirts and caps 
for sale and a generally happy and 
enthusiastic crowd waiting for the off.  
 
Doug Bush, who had worked hard to 
put the day together, gave us a 
briefing and handed out the route 
sheets before we headed back to the 
car for the 100km tour to Whiteman 
Park.  The run was magnificent with 
many very interesting roads, over 
steep hills and through some 
countryside which the club had not 
traversed for some time.  The drive 
took us through John Forrest National 
Park to Parkerville, then across to 
Gidgegannup before meandering 
through some very nice roads in 
Brigadoon and back to the Gt 
Northern Hwy before heading back 
down West Swan Rd to Henley St and 
through to Whiteman Park.   
 
Once at the park, we were directed 

into parking spaces on the lawn by 
Doug so the cars could be on display 

for the public.  There was a lot of 
interest in the cars as they stood 
proudly on display.  The cars looked 
outstanding in all their different 
colours and models.  There were lots 
of MGB roadsters and GTs of all years 
represented from early pull handle 
cars to mid ‘70s rubber bumper V8s 
and four-cylinder cars.  A few RV8s 
went on the run and were displayed 
also along with one or two MGFs.  All  

MGB 60th Anniversary Run 
Sunday 25th  September, 2022 
Story & Images: Rob Hagarty 
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 together they made a superb display 
and captured the interest of many of 
those at the park with families for 
BBQs and a ‘day out’.  
 

Whilst the crowds were milling around 
the cars, the rest of us headed into the 
lovely sunny area between the two 
Motor Museum buildings and enjoyed 
a free sausage sizzle and cup of tea or 
coffee.  As always, there was 
considerable chatter about MGs and 

the run we had just been on, as well as 
almost every other topic under the 

sun!  Lots of laughs and enjoyable 
banter took place before Doug came 
around to ask for cars to be moved so 
others could make their way home.   
 

This triggered somewhat of an exodus 
from the park and within 30 minutes 
or so, almost all the ‘B’s had left.  
 

The 60th anniversary of the MGB was 
celebrated world wide, with 
celebrations organised across the UK 
attracting up to 800 cars.  It’s 
heartening to know that so many of 
these brilliant cars still exist and that 
so many are still enjoying their 
ownership.  
 

This run was very well organised and 
appeared to go off without a hitch.  As 
always a lot of organisation went on in 
the background to make the day run 
so smoothly and thanks for this goes 
to Doug & Christine Bush.  I am usually 
only able to attend the classic mid-
week runs and whilst enjoyable, they 
often travel along very familiar roads.  
This run was brilliant in it took us to 
places and along roads we had not 
been down for a very long time and 
the run was really enjoyable as a 
result.  Thanks so much for the great 
day which was a fitting celebration of 
60 years of the venerable MGB.  
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 Araluen Run   
Thursday  15th September 2022 
Story & Images : Rob Carson 

T he forecast was for sunshine 
however it was overcast and looked 
like rain ahead.  Nine cars attended 
and die hard proud MG 
owners  group had gathered to chat 
about fresh modifications to cars and 
the day’s planned adventure. 
  
After a drivers meeting, we got away 
from out meeting point in Guildford 
at 10:30 and headed east. The 
selected route was  very scenic taking 
us through the Guildford Settlement 
to Hazelmere, Helena Valley, 
Gooseberry Hill, Kalamunda, 
Mundaring, Bickley, Carmel, Canning 
Mills, Martin, Roleystone and finally 
our destination - Araluen. 
  
There wasn’t any rain, just a little 
drizzle. We were all shocked at the 
line of Vehicles ahead of us stopped 
along Croyden Road and patiently 
and slowly entered the park grounds. 
  
Fortunately parking had been 
reserved for us and we were parked 
and settled.  
After a chat we separated to explore 
the park grounds as we wished. 
  
Araluen was at its stunning best with 

its 150 thousand Tulips, 230 varieties 
of Camelias, over 3000 Tea roses 
and a spectacular  collection of 
ornamental blossom trees, including 
Cherry, Pear, Apple, Plum and 
Wisteria. 
  
The deciduous trees  were 
spectacular in a display of red, 
orange,  yellow and gold tones 
welcoming spring. With rapidly 
flowing brooks and waterfalls  lawns 
and gardens was nothing short of 
breathtaking.  
  
The park was developed in the late 
1920s by the Young Australian League 
under the leadership of JJ (Boss) 
Simons, the leagues founder. Plants 
were obtained from all over the 
world  and the buildings, water 
features and pergolas were built to 
depict Canadian  log cabins. The park 
was taken over by the state 
government in 1990. 
  
Our midweek run went off without 
incident and was a most enjoyable 
day even with a little shower or two. 
  
Thank you to Tony Ford and all 
attendees. 
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There were a few competition 
opportunities earlier in September, which 
included a Tarmac Sportz Point 2 Point at 
Wanneroo Raceway, a hill climb at Jack’s 
Hill organised by the WRX Club and a 
Tarmac Sportz Time Attack at Wanneroo 
Raceway. As far as I know, none of our 
members took part in these events, but if 
you did, please let us know how you went, 
it’s always great to hear about these 
events from participants.  
 

Jaguar Regularity Track Day: 
The Jaguar Car Club had one of their 
Regularity events at Wanneroo Raceway 
(now known as Carco.com.au Raceway 
with new sponsorship) on Tuesday 20th. 
Five MGCCWA members took part in a 
field of 32 cars. It was good to see four 
MGBs with Peter and Sarah Fry, and 
Graham and Moyra Mitchinson, each 
bringing their own cars, rather than car 
sharing as frequently happens in 
Motorkhana or Autokhana events.  
I had planned to take the MGF but hadn’t 
got it back on the road in time due to 
wheel bearing and wheel flange issues (as 
it turns out the parts finally arrived after I 
got home from the event!). So having 
already committed to taking part and 
having booked the day off work, I decided 
to take the MGZST. Hastily mounting a fire 
extinguisher, the evening before.  
 

Some interesting comments from fellow 
competitors at the start, made me chuckle. 

Descriptions along the lines of, “is this big 
blue thing racing?”, “Soccer mum family 
car on a track day”, “Only 3 cylinders?”. No 
surprise really, as it did look a bit out of 
place, being by far the tallest car in the 
paddock. I wasn’t worried though, even as 
it started to lightly rain. We were allocated 
into four groups, which would be assessed 
after the first run, with a planned further 3 
runs. Each involving a warm up lap, 3 flying 
laps and a cool down lap.  
 

Lining up for the first run, I was behind a 
Porsche Boxter, with the MGBs lined up 
behind me and a Fiat Abarth in the mix 
too. We were then released in 8 second 
intervals. The Porsche pulled away pretty 
quickly, but the ZST felt good. I know the 
racing line well but had to adapt my 
driving style for a bigger, heavier, taller 
car. It was great on the straights, much 
quicker than my MGF and handled the 
corners well with hardly any body roll. It 
was a damp track, but only a couple of 
minor squirrely moments, that were easily 
corrected.  
 

I kept checking the mirrors for a wave of 
cars ready to overtake, but the closest 
anyone got was Peter Fry about half a 
straight behind on the last lap. Happy 
days. Just as the track had started to dry 
out, it started to rain again before the 
second round of runs. They mixed us up a 
bit, moving cars into groups of closely  
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  matched lap times for the remaining 3 
rounds. Peter and Sarah stayed in group 
2, with the rest of us moved into group 3.  
Lined up first for the second round, 
having a bit of banter with Laurie Lapsley 
(the starter), who advised that if I was 
getting monstered out there, I should line 
up further back on the last two runs.  
 
It was certainly a good advert for the new 
MGs. If anything, I pulled away from the 
group on the second run. The track was 
damp, but it had stopped raining again 
and was now starting to dry out nicely. On 
returning to the pit lane, quite a few 
people were suddenly interested in the 
car, asking a whole range of questions. 
Some even thought it was an EV due to 
how quiet it sounded on the pit straight.  
The pattern repeated on the last two 

runs, keeping well ahead of the chasing 
pack. The only car getting close was an E-
Type Jaguar on the final lap of the final 
round. Maybe anther two laps and he’d 
have been close enough to overtake! 
Results aren’t available yet, so will advise 
in the November Octagon.  
 
After completing all rounds, it was back to 
the briefing room for the complimentary 
lunch. As always, a great day organised by 
the Jaguar Car Club. The next one is likely 
to be March 2023.  
 
Port Denison: 
Post submission of this article, the Port 
Denison Foreshore Sprint will have taken 
place on Sunday 24th September. Four of 
our members are due to take part, so we 
look forward to hearing all about it.  
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October Events 

Collie Coalfields 500 Regularity – 1st and 
2nd October – entries now closed.  
Tony Ford is due to take part, so we look 
forward to hearing all about it from him.  
 

Tarmac Sportz Point 2 Point – 2nd 
October – Wanneroo Raceway – all info 
on WASCC website 
 

Tarmac Sportz Time Challenge – 21st 
October – Wanneroo Raceway – all info 
on WASCC website 
 

State Motorkhana Round 5 – 23rd 
October – Perth Motorplex – event info 
not currently available – will be sent out 
as soon as we receive it. 
 

Joondalup Festival of Motoring – 30th 
October – Event info and updates have 

been sent out by email via Richard 
Gusterson. Unfortunately, this event 
clashes with the Safety Fast Run. We do 
know that Sarah Fry is taking part, and a 
few other members are spectating. Again, 
we look forward to hearing all about it.  
 

Competition Secretary Role 
We are still looking for a new competition 
secretary for 2023. If you are interested 
or would like to know any more about 
this role, please let me know. After five 
years in the role, I won’t be renominating. 
  
As always, please let us know if you hear 
of other competition events that we 
haven’t promoted.  
 
Here’s to a rapid and fun October. 
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Daniel Harrison’s MGA 
Daniel Harrison started restoring this MG A 
at 15 years old!  

On the Net 
Interesting sites to visit to while away some time! 
 

Fitting and Tuning H Type SU Carburettors 
John Twist shows how to tune H Type SU 
Carburettors, mentioning key points to be 
aware of and the tools you'll need to do it 
yourself.  

Salvage Hunters: Restore MGA 1600 
With Drew busy hunting for antiques, Paul 
heads to a classic car auction near the 
Malvern Hills. Paul sees big potential in a 
MGA 1600, even though it doesn't start up.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VR1reX5-6X8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttREt7jzthM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ol-8Qq2PDHo&t=1998s
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Changing the engine oil of a motor vehicle is a 
necessary and important part of its overall 

maintenance.  This month, we offer some tips and tricks for changing 
the oil of your MG.  

Changing Your Car Oil 

C 
hanging oil is probably our least 
favourite maintenance activity, but is 
the most important of all for ensuring 
long engine life. Engine oil serves two 

major functions: lubrication and cooling. 
Moving parts rely on a very thin film of oil to 
prevent frictional wear, and the circulating oil 
absorbs a good amount of heat from the 
engine. This latter characteristic is 
demonstrated by the reduction in engine 
temperature when an oil cooler is used. 
For proper lubrication, absolutely clean oil is 
essential. Since the lubricating film is 
extremely thin, any particulate contamination 
will severely interfere with proper lubrication. 
Indium coated engine bearings are particularly 
susceptible to mechanical damage from dirty 
oil. While a good oil filter will remove most 
particulate contamination from the oil, 
chemical contamination is not so easily 
removed. Chemical contamination consists 
largely of combustion by-products and 
resultant acid formation. None of us want to 
have acids circulating in our engines! It is 
because of this that the oil must be changed 
periodically. 
 

Despite current claims that modern oils in 
modern cars need be changed at intervals of 
only 7,000 to 10,000 miles, our older British 
sports cars still require oil changes at least 
every 3,000 miles (or six months if the car isn't 
driven 3,000 miles during that period) for 
maximum longevity. If in doubt, follow the 
original factory recommendations regarding 
frequency of oil changes. One legitimate 

variation to the factory recommendations is the 
use of modern multi-viscosity oils with 
additives. The only defensible use of single 
viscosity non-detergent oil in engines is in old 
worn engines which have been run with older 
type oil. Modern type oil in these engines will 
often flush out accumulated build-ups of matter 
which worn engines sometimes rely on to keep 
them functioning as well as they can. A sudden 
release of these build-ups is not always 
beneficial. 

 
If your owner's manual specifies only single 
viscosity oil, picking the correct multi-weight oil 
should not be difficult. For general use, 20W40 
is generally a good choice for most engines. 
Consistent very high temperatures and/or very 
"hard" driving may require the use of a higher 
viscosity rating due to elevated oil temperature. 

An MGB has its oil changed 
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 Conversely, extremely cold conditions may 
require a lighter oil. Your mechanic or local car 
club can provide more detailed advice to suit 
your local conditions. 
 

The actual process of changing oil is not at all 
difficult. Drain oil when the engine is warm into 
a large drain pan, replace and tighten the drain 
plug (and drain plug washer if one is used), 
replace the oil filter with a new one, and fill 
with new oil. Run the engine and look for any 
oil leaks. Shut the engine off, let sit for about 5 
minutes minimum, and re-check the oil level. It 
may be necessary to add a bit more oil to reach 
the "full" mark on the dipstick. Do not overfill 
the engine with oil, as this may lead to foaming, 
which drastically reduces the oil's ability to 
properly lubricate your engine. 
If you have a spin-on oil filter, changing it 
couldn't be simpler. Just be sure to follow the 
installation instructions, and don't over-tighten. 
The older canister type filters, with replaceable 
internal elements, are much messier and more 
difficult to deal with. This type has a separate 

sealing ring between the upper edge of the 
canister and the filter head, which fits into a 
deep groove in the filter head. Always replace 
your old seal with the one included with the 
new filter element. The old seal is often so 
hardened by age and use that it seems there is 
no seal there at all. A sharp ice pick or similar 
tool may be required to remove the old seal. 
Some cars, notably MGA and early MGB, have 
filter heads which are retained by the filter 
canister bolt, and have another similar seal 
between the filter head and the block. This seal 
should also be replaced. When disposing of the 
old filter element, don't throw away the plate 
in the canister - it often sticks to the canister! 
With any oil change, it is essential that the old 
oil and filter be disposed of in a legal and 
environmentally safe manner. Many gas 
stations and garages will properly handle 
this final process for you, at no charge. 
 

Reprinted with kind permission from the MG 
Car Club of NZ. 
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T he Perth weather forecast for 
a change was accurate! It was 

a day with bright sunshine and 
reasonable temperatures for a 75 mile 
‘ tops down’ jaunt along country roads 
to a pub for lunch. 
 
In all nine MGs with their crews met 
up at the Mundaring shopping centre. 
Our intrepid organiser and leader, 
Tony Ford, greeted us all with a warm 
welcome. We were the last Club crew 
to sign on and thus got the 
scriptwriter’s dream! 
 
Tony gave the drivers briefing and a 
route sheet to us and we were off, 
with us being ‘tail-end-charlies’ as 
usual. Travelling along winding roads 
through forests and fields at a steady 
50 mph was just idyllic (for the car, 70 
psi oil pressure and 165 water temp) 
as well as us. We passed through 
Stoneville, on to the Toodyay Road, 
next was Reen Road, which was a 
‘shocker’ testing surface for the A, 
compensated by a lovely display of 
wildflowers.  
 
Thereafter we meandered around 

following the route sheet, including 
three different short traverses of the 
Toodyay Road. Then when just half a 
mile from our destination, we 
followed our leader on a right turn, 
then a 180 turn as it was the wrong 
road! Not to worry we all made it to 
the nearby Mount Helena Tavern, to 
find a large number of Torana sedans 
already parked, which meant the 
tavern was ‘buzzing’ but luckily Tony 
had pre-booked our dining places. I 
had a pint, shared a lovely Pizza with 
my long-term navigator and indulged 
in lots of nattering.  
 
On our way home, we were pulled 
over by the Gents in blue, by the 
Redhill Waste site, the booze bus 
awaited. I blew down the tube and 
was allowed to drive on with a stern 
warning” drink no more today sir”. 
This was the 16th time I have been 
breathalysed in WA, all negative and I 
have only lived here for 10 years. After 
that experience I am as of now, a non-
drinking driver. 

MGA Register Run 
Sunday 11th September, 2022 
Story & Images: Doug Bush 
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All Club members are welcome to 
participate in these social events.  As 
they are listed on the Club’s events 
calendar, your concessionally 
registered car can be driven to, from 
and during each event.   
 
Northerners & Southerners Lunch Run 
– Sunday 2nd October 
Continuing a tradition started by the 
‘Bell Brothers’, John and Colin, this is a 
Club run to bring the northern and 
southern dwelling MGCC members 
together for an enjoyable lunch.  
Northerners will meet at the 
Clubrooms (110 Hardy Road Bayswater) 
from 9:30am for a 10:00am start, while 
southerners (from the Southern 
Chapter) will meet at Harvey Cheese 
(South Western Hwy Wokalup) at 
9:30am for coffee and a 10.30am start, 
for separate runs finishing at Jettys Bar 
and Grill in South Yunderup around 
12:00pm.   
 
For the venue’s catering purposes, 
please advise your intention to attend 
to Tony Ford 
(tonyford@westnet.com.au or mobile 
0400 202 474) or Ted Mullins 
(robynted01@hotmail.com or mobile 
0419 925 632) for northerners and 
southerners respectively. 
 
Classic Midweek Run – Thursday 13th 

October 
The October Classic Midweek Run will 
meet at 10:00am for a 10:30am start 
from a venue to be advised to 
members by email.  Join the usual 
collection of assorted MGs, Austin 
Healeys, Jaguars, Triumphs, Aston 
Martins and sundry classic cars for a 
pleasant drive and a convivial lunch.  
Contact is Richard Gusterson 
(richgus@bigpond.com).   
 
Nog’n’Natter – Tuesday 18th October 
The monthly Nog’n’Natter will be held 
on Tuesday 18th October, meeting 
7:30pm for an 8:00pm start, at the 
Clubrooms.  A convivial gathering over 
supper will follow a short briefing on 
Club matters and events by Committee 
members.   
 
Safety Fast Run Plate Presentation – 
Wednesday 19th October 
For those MG owners who have 
entered the 2022 Safety Fast Run, the 
Plate Presentation evening will be held 
at 8pm on Wednesday 19th October at 
the Windsor Hotel in South Perth.  
Come early and enjoy a delicious meal 
and fellowship! 
 
MG Safety Fast Run – Friday 28th to 
Monday 31st October 
The 2022 Safety Fast Run will be held in 
Busselton between Friday 28th and  

mailto:tonyford@westnet.com.au
mailto:robynted01@hotmail.com
mailto:richgus@bigpond.com
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Sunday 31st October.  Entries for 
this fabulous event have closed and 
event information has previously 
been provided to all entrants.  
Contact is Terry Banton 
(terwan@iinet.net.au). 
 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
Seniors Recreation Council ‘Have a 
Go Day’ – Wednesday 9th November 
Once again we have been invited to 
put on a display for the annual 
“Have a Go Day” on Wednesday 9th 
November at Burswood Park.  The 
static display is always popular with 
the visitors (mostly seniors) and we 
do our best to make it as 

pleasurable as possible for all 
concerned.  Please contact the Club 
display organiser Pat Shaw at email 
apms@westnet.com.au if you are 
willing to display your MG.  
 
Cars must be in position no later 
than 8:30am and can leave at 
3:00pm. As the day is for 
pedestrians, there must be no 
movement of vehicles from 9:00am 
onwards. Our members always have 
an enjoyable day and usually bring a 
picnic or buy food from the stalls. 
There are also plenty of activities to 
interest us.  

mailto:terwan@iinet.net.au
mailto:apms@westnet.com.au
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An MGA at the Mille Miglia 
Reproduced with permission from the MG Car Club UK  
By John Gautrey  
Photos by Fabian Galucci  

I 
t is now Spring 2019 and the 
realisation has set in that it will be 
unlikely that I will ever be able to 
repeat the excitement and 

emotions of competing in what Enzo 
Ferrari once called “the most beautiful 
motor race in the world.” For the early 
part of the last three years my 
thoughts have been somewhat 
consumed by the preparations (albeit 
minimal in my case) and the 
anticipation of what is to come 
when, together with my old school 
friend Steve Dixon, we begin the 
one thousand mile journey that is 
the Mille Miglia. 
 
So now, in place of anticipation of 
what will be, I am forced to 
reflection of what have been some 
of the most exciting and rewarding 
experiences of my life. Instead of 
keeping these reflections to 
myself, I have chosen to write them 
into the following short story in an 
attempt to tell a little of my 
participation in the Mille Miglia re-
enactments of 2016, 2017 and 2018.  
 
Most motoring enthusiasts are well 
aware of the story of the Mille Miglia, 
originally an open road race that ran 

from 1927 to 1957, when it was 
stopped due to safety concerns 
following a number of serious 
accidents which cost the lives of 
drivers and spectators alike. Many MG 
enthusiasts may also be aware of 
Steve’s passion for the MGA, which 
began back in the 1960s with a 1600 
Mk2 and continues today with his 
guardianship of UPO 929, a 1955 
Tyrolite Green MGA with an 

unmatched competition history 
through 1956 and 1957 as part of the 
Fitzwilliam Racing Team.  
 
The Fitzwilliam team took UPO to Club 
and National events throughout the UK 
and Europe, including Rheims and 
Nürburgring, but perhaps most 
pertinent to my story, the 1957 Mille  
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Miglia where, driven by John Hogg and 
Bill Jones, it finished 85th overall and 
second in the limited-price class to the 
Austin Healey 100/6 of Tommy 
Wisdom.  
 

Steve has been fortunate to have been 
able to compete in the Mille Miglia re-
enactment more than a dozen times, 
each time in an MGA with impeccable 
period Mille Miglia credentials. Each 

time, he has been accompanied by 
friends including another old school 
pal, Gordon Palmer, who gave me 
much-needed advice after, much to my 
surprise, Steve asked me to join him as 
co-driver in 2016.  
 

Then to get the opportunity again in 
2017 and 2018 was beyond belief. As 
my home is in Canada, my involvement 
in the lead-up to the events has been 
minimal. All the work to get the entries 
in to the organisers and prepare the 
car falls on Steve’s shoulders.  
 
It is here that the expertise and skill of 

Chris Redfern is heavily relied upon. 
Chris has a thriving business restoring 
classic cars. The finished projects that 
leave his workshop in Egham reflect 
the meticulous attention to detail that 
is Chris’s speciality. Based on how 
Steve wants the car set up for the 
event, he will typically strip it down, 
examine everything and replace or 
repair whatever is needed.  
 

For 2016 and 2017 Steve and I 
towed the car down to Brescia. For 
2018 we chose to take the lazy way 
and had the car shipped down with 
other event cars, leaving us free to 
enjoy a leisurely drive down, 
following some of the same roads 
we travelled back in the 1960s 
when we drove an ex-London 
ambulance around Europe 
enjoying what might be called a 
“hippy” existence for a few weeks.  

 

The base for the Mille Miglia in Brescia 
is the Fiera, an exhibition centre with a 
huge indoor space that, prior to the 
start, fills with hundreds of very 
expensive cars. Apart from the 450 or 
so event cars, it also becomes home 
for many modern supercars, Ferraris, 
Lamborghinis and others. My mind 
boggles at the thought of the value of 
this collection as it must easily exceed 
one billion pounds.  
 

End of part one.  ‘An MGA at the 
Mille Miglia’ concludes in next 

month’s Octagon.  
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T 
his sprint has now become an 
annual event on the September 
long weekend, which is fully 
supported by the Shire of Irwin, 

who put on The Midwest Show ‘n Shine 
and Denison Sprint.  
 
The event began in 2016 and has built up 
with more attractions and entrants each 
year. The Show ‘n Shine had a display of 
very impressive and desirable cars parked 
along the foreshore lawn area. Whilst the 
cars are on display, the competition is 
underway along Point Leader Drive. 
Various competition cars comprising of 
tarmac rally, classic and sports cars race 
against the clock in a 2.5km sprint. The 
classics must all be pre 1986 to be eligible 
and most are highly modified to ensure 
they reach high speeds down the straight. 
 
This year, Peter Fry, competing in his 4th 
sprint, was joined by me, Sarah as well as 
Moyra and Graham Mitchinson,  all 3 of 
us virgins to the event. Peter and I shared 
our 1964 green MGB whilst Graham and 
Moyra each drove from Perth in their 
individual MGBs.  
 
The course included the fast straight 
down Leander Drive, through 2 speed 
control chicanes, around the Fisherman’s 
monument, anti-clockwise around the car 
park, back down Leander Drive taking a 
tight right hander back down Leander 
Drive repeating the course coming to the 

finish at the northern end of the boat and 
trailer car park. Cars must come to a 
complete stop in the finish ‘garage’.  

Each of us had a siting run and 3 timed 
runs. All up there were 59 entrants taking 
part. We all did some great times with 
only 4 seconds separating us at the end of 
the day. There were no individual prizes 
but at the after event drinks party we 
were all presented with a commemorative 
medal and keyring.  
 
The weather was magnificent and the 
crowds cheered everyone on. This is 
definitely one event to mark on your 
calendar for next year. The drive from 
Perth, just over 3.2 hours makes a great 
day out. If wanting to stay for the 
weekend, warning book early. 

Port Denison Sprint 
Sunday 25th September, 2022 
Story & Images: Sarah Fry 
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Please note:- The general meeting minutes are approved by the committee and will 
be ratified at the next general meeting. 
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*** Income and expenditure available upon request.  *** 
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bfturner@iinet.net.au 

mailto:bfturner@iinet.net.au
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Competition Events 

Social Events 

All calendar events correct at time of publication.  
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CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

FOR SALE 

   

Manocher     0424048766     manocher017@gmail.com 
$46 500 

MGA 1960 MK1 1600 in good running order. 

MGA Mk1 1600 

$750 

FOR SALE 1970 MGB GT Project 
1970   

Jeff                                              0429 691 393 
$9 500 NEG 

Suitable for a mechanic, mechanical engineer or enthusiast with 
reasonably deep pockets. Registered but not currently running. 
Original bits and pieces. 

1960 

Advertisements in the Octagon are free for MG Car Club of WA members.  A small fee is charged 

for non members to advertise in the Octagon.  

 
Advertisements should be sent to octagon@westnet.com.au.  They should include a brief 
description of the item for sale or wanted and an image smaller than 1Mb in size.   
 
Please note:- Advertisements are removed after three editions unless instructed otherwise. 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 

$750 

FOR SALE 

  

 Graham Forbes        0468 740 816 
$600 

4 Nangkang Sportnet tyres.  205/45ZR16 AR-1 R-spec. 90% tread, 
never used in competition.  Suit TF.  

 

R-spec Competition Tyres 
 

The deadline for advertisements to be received for them to appear in the November edition of 

the Octagon is  MONDAY OCTOBER 24th.  

 

 

mailto:manocher017@gmail.com
mailto:octagon@westnet.com.au
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CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

1997 140177km Yanchep 

Neville   dingorock49@gmail.com       0428 522 566 
$3500 

MGF FOR SALE 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

   

Daniel Leary   danielnleary@outlook.com  439 694 820  
$130 

15” SAAS wood grain with boss kit to suit a MGB and is in 
excellent condition.  

FOR SALE Steering Wheel 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

   

Peter Smythe  pjsmythe54@gmail.com    0417 927 544 
Negotiable 

I am after an exhaust manifold and down pipe or extractors/
headers to allow me to fit twin SU's to my 1977 rubber nose 
MGB. 

WANTED MGB Manifold  

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

   

Roger Spiers roger.steven.spiers@gmail.com  0478 783 785 
Negotiable 

I have a quantity of surplus MG Midget 1500 parts. Light to body 
gaskets, seals, manifold clamp, pedal rubbers, pedal box cover 
plate, bushes, driving lights, switch gear and more.  

 

 New leather interior and luggage rack. Licensed 
until September. Good looking car. Needs new 
cylinder head. 

FOR SALE Various MG Midget 1500 Parts 

mailto:dingorock49@gmail.com
mailto:danielnleary@outlook.com
mailto:pjsmythe54@gmail.com
mailto:roger.steven.spiers@gmail.com
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