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2022 Albany 
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July Cover 
A wonderful day was spent by many members of the 
MG Car Club of WA competing in the annual Albany 
Classic event over the June long weekend.  This is 
membership secretary Richard Gusterson’s MGB 
waiting for the off! 
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It was with sadness that the club has 
heard of the passing of two of our long 
standing members Peter Briggs and John 
Goff. John remained very active in the 
club as our club patron, until his illness 
prevented his participation. At the June 
Nog n Natter a vale to Peter Briggs was 
read by Rob Hagarty and vale to John 
Goff was read by Tony Ford. These vales 
appear elsewhere in the Octagon. I 
extend my sympathies on behalf of the 
club to both families. 
 
Doug and Christine Bush will be in the UK 
on a well-earned break in the next 
month. I hope they have a wonderful trip 
and enjoy being able to reunite with their 
British family. 
 
The club’s Committee is going to undergo 
some renewal at the end of this year. 
Terry and Wanda Banton are finishing up 
this year as Safety Fast coordinators. We 
are therefore on the hunt for a/some 
volunteers to take on this role for what is 
the biggest event of our social calendar. 
It would be really beneficial for their 
replacements to start to become familiar 
with the role by being in the wings of this 
year’s event. Doug Bush will also move 
on from the Vice Presidency as he 
completes his role as my mentor.  A role I 
have much appreciated. We are 
therefore looking for someone to take up 
the VP position with the view to taking 

on the Presidency in due course. Finally, 
Tony Ford indicated at the last meeting 
that after 5 years he will not nominate 
for the Social Secretary role next year. 
Another key position to fill. Members will 
need to come forward to fill these vital 
positions if the club is to continue to 
thrive. 
 
It has been very interesting to see the 
adventures of John and Ann Dawson 
evolve on Facebook as their group have 
done their trip from Darwin to Perth. 
They have certainly taken their MGAs 
and MGBs to some remote parts of WA. 
There is a group going to meet them up 
north as they approach Perth to hear 
their stories firsthand. See the social 
report for details of the proposed MGA 
Register run. It also looked like last 
Sunday’s run was well supported. What a 
great winter’s day to be out and about 
enjoying our cars and fellowship. The 
reports from Albany reflected that a 
great time was had socially and on the 
track. 
 
Finally thanks to the Committee for 
keeping the ship steady during my and 
Doug’s absence. Especially Tony for 
chairing the last GM. Gibb River done 
along with 3500 photos. Next trip for me 
is the Birdsville Races and Coober Pedy 
mid-August to mid-September. 
                 Dave Hardie 

President’s  
Report 
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Zoe Hagarty took home the 
raffle prize at the June General 
Meeting.  Well done Zoe and 
good luck with the Lotto ticket! 

In this edition of the Octagon we have had several contributors who have taken  

photographs or supplied articles that were used  throughout the magazine. 
 

Christine Bush, Maxine Robins, Ian Bembridge, Jason Goff, Graeme Cocks and Stephen 
McDonald.  Thank you! 

 

If you have a story about your MG or had an adventure with it and wish to share it, please send 
your article  in to us.  We’d all love to read it! 

I have had a brilliant response from 
members who have been submitting 
event reports to me in recent months.  I 
want to again pass on my warmest 
thanks to everyone who has been so 
helpful in getting these reports and 
images to me so quickly after the 
events.   
 
So keen are members to report on 
events at the moment that I received 
two reports for the June Classic Mid-
week Run!  I have included them both 
as they contain quite different content 
and are both great reads.  
                         
 

Thank you also to our 
advertisers in the Marketplace section 
who have been informing me of their 
car or items being sold and allowing me 
to free up space for others who want to 

advertise in the Octagon.  

 
Lots of things going on in the club in 
coming months so be sure to keep an 
eye on the Coming Events section at the 
back of the magazine.  There have been 
many great social runs and competition 
events organised for you to compete at.  
Hope to see you during July! 
                                  Cheers,     
                Rob Hagarty 

From the editor... 
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Not much to say about the route, 
typical Arthur, straight, turn, straight, 
park at hotel.  So I thought I would give 
you information on some of the places 
we passed en-route from Narrogin Inn 
to Dwellingup Hotel and normally don't 
give them a second glance. 
 
1. The Whitby Falls coach house was 
built in 1873 and formerly known as 
Jarrahdale Inn,   was frequented by 
many timber workers and travellers 
between Perth and Pinjarra, 
and  supplied fresh fruit and vegetables 
to Perth hospitals.  
2.  Serpentine cemetery opened in 
1856 for local settlers with graves 
dating from early  days of settlement to 
the present day. It used to have 
separate Catholic and Protestant sites. 
Nearby is the old Bridge school erected 
in 1902, closed in 1954 and was the 3rd 
school building to occupy this size since 
1858, and only had 1 room. 
3.  Beluga Park equine stud, thorough-
bred breeders of W.A.  Next door is 
Jutland Park another thoroughbred 
horse stud, but also red Angus beef 
cattle. 
4.  Bolinda Farm which has been run by 
the same family since 1926 with quality 
cattle and merino sheep. You can camp 
here in the gully on the banks of the 
babbling Dirk Brook. 

 
5 Passing a sign for Gobby Road- lovely 
name, follow this for rock climbing and 
maybe a waterfall. 
6.  North Dandalup school has won 
over 16 national and state awards for 
activism in the environment.  On a walk 
trail unveiled in 2004 labelled 'Pathway 
to Nature' a  botanist identified an area 
of native bush as 'Marri-Kingia 
Australis', only 83 are known  to exist. 
7.  Fairbridge was built in 1912 as the 
world's 1st Fairbridge farm school, and 
from 1913-1982 nearly 4,000 children 
coming from various child migration 
schemes passed through the doors. 
The site was also a training ground for 
the Woman's land army and Guildford 
Grammar School partially relocated 
whilst their school was used as a 
hospital base. An Airlines constructed 
and operated from the school during 
WW2 until 1950s. 
8.  Pinjarra, turn into Lions Park for a 
comfort stop and reassemble before 
continuing  on to Dwellingup Hotel for 
lunch. 
9.  Just before the skydiving academy 
which opened in 1983, we had to pull 
over to the side of road to let two 
oversize vehicles pass by, the 1st called 
Red Dog. The academy  offers a wide 
range of jumps tailor-made for 
beginner’s, 1st fall jump, skydiving 

Classic Midweek Run 
Thursday June 16, 2022 
Story: Christine Bush 
Images: Maxine Robins 
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 jumps. 
10. POW Camp built in 1943 is No. 16 
prisoner of war compound and 
garrison, built to provide farm labour 
and cut firewood for Perth. The 1st 
prisoners arrived in 1943 and released 
in 1946 thousands passed through the 
gates mainly German and Italian, also 
over 1000 army personnel.  Gardening 

was a favourite occupation, an example 
still seen today's a fishpond and garden 
beds in the shape of playing card suits. 
11.  Forest Discovery centre which 
opened in 1995 has a unique leaf-
shaped building to include a retail 
gallery, shop and interpretive centre. 
12.   Arrived at hotel for lunch. 
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Classic Midweek Run 
Thursday June 16, 2022 
Story & Images: Ian Bembridge 
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Setting off from Bunbury, there were a 
few showers. When arriving to 
Waroona the weather wasn’t too bad. 
 

All  arriving at the Waroona Pinjarra 
Bakery no one had their roof down on 
their MG car. Great to catch up for 
coffee and a chat. Leaving Waroona at 
10.30 taking the back roads for a 
105km run. Went left of South-West 
Hwy heading for Dwellingup ,passing 
the Waroona Dam Lake Navarino.  
 

Other places were the Lane Poole 

Reserve on Nanga Road and the Nanga 
bush camp. Arriving in Dwellingup for a 
stop for 15 minutes, cold but very little 
rain.  
 

Turned right onto Newton Street 
heading for North Dandalup passing 
South and North Dandalup Dams. 
Turning back onto South West Hwy 
heading back to Waroona to the 
Drakesbrook  Restaurant for 
lunch.  Another nice place to have 
lunch, great food ,great company and 
enjoyed by all.     

Southern Chapter Run 
19 June 2022 
STORY & Images: Stephen McDonald 
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Elan 26R 

Historic Magazine Article 
Copied from Australian Motor Sports and Automobiles 
March/April 1969 
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Aston 
Martin 
Vanquish 
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Ladies Social Lunch Run 
Sunday June 19, 2022 
Story & images: Maxine Robins 

No amount of rain stopped eight 
intrepid females from enjoying our day 
out. 
 
Alley had the day mapped out and we 
followed our well explained run sheets. 
We left the clubrooms with Alley and 
Carol in the lead car, followed by 
Heather driving solo in her MGB. 
Moyra and Judy paired up as did Nancy 
and Karen (from the Southern Chapter) 
and yours truly as tail end Charlie 
(driving solo). 
 
Our route took us through Guildford, 
Bushmead, Maida Vale, Gooseberry Hill 
until we got to Kalamunda where we 
parked up and headed to Mason and 
Bird for coffee. We had an hour to 
browse through the Farmers Market 
and make purchases, then it was time 
to move along to our next stop. 
We took Canning Road out of 
Kalamunda, light rain, but all going 
well, until Alley forgot that Canning 
Road takes a right-hand turn, but being 
the alert person that she is, she had us 
doing a U turn and back on track in no 
time. 
 
Once we got to the Brookton Hwy, we 
followed this to Soldiers Rd, Roleystone 
where we were booked in for lunch at 
the Seven Sins. 

And who should be getting out of their 
car as we were, Liz and Ian Campbell 
who were also having lunch at the 
same venue. 
 
Along comes the waiter to take drink 
orders and whilst I could not hear what 
he was saying, he apparently was very 
entertaining. 
 
Everyone enjoyed the food, good size 
servings and well deserving of awards. 
Across the road from Seven Sins is a 
Retro store packed with an amazing 
array of items from bygone eras. 
 
Our next stop, just a short distance 
away, was Raeburn Orchard where one 
can purchase fresh produce along with 
many other products plus coffee and 
cake. 
 
Our next and last stop was the Gosnells 
Railway Markets. Having done a tour of 
the place and deciding that I did not 
need anything, we all departed 
company for our respective homes.  
Thank you, Alley, for organising 
another great day out. MaGic  
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As many members are now aware, MG Car 
Club of WA founding member and lifelong 
MG enthusiast Peter Briggs passed away 
last month, aged 83.  Peter was a 
prominent WA businessman and 
entrepreneur, motor sportsman and car 
collector and few who were fortunate to 
meet him ever left his company anything 
but awed by his passion for and interest in 
all things MG. 
 

Peter was born in the UK in February 1939 
and after enduring the blitz during World 
War 2, he migrated to Australia when just 
8 years old.  Peter left school at 15 and 
obtained an apprenticeship as a carpenter.  
He met Robin when he was 16 and they 
married in 1962.  They were inseparable 
for 67 years.  
 

Peter studied to become a builder and 
quantity surveyor and worked for a time 
for the Public Works Department.  From an 
early age he had an entrepreneurial streak 
and he soon left the confines of a 
government job and went out on his own 
as a property developer.   
 

Peter always had a passion for cars and 
when 15 he purchased his first vehicle, a 
1948 Morris Minor convertible. Not long 
after he married however he purchased his 
first MG, an MG TF.  Having developed a 
passion for the marque, he couldn’t stop at 
just one and was soon the owner of an 
MGA 1600.  He and a few of his friends 
formed the MG Car Club of WA in 1963.  
Soon afterwards, he began racing at 
Caversham in a highly modified MGB and                              
                

tasted great success in this vehicle.   
In the late 1960s Peter began campaigning 
Minis and was regularly among the top 
performers in these cars.  However, his 
dream of being an outright competitor led 
to his purchase of the ex Norm Beechey 
1968 HK Monaro.  It was with this car that 
he enjoyed many exciting door to door 
races at Wanneroo Park with Gordon 
Stephenson driving the ex Neil Allen 
Mustang, and that ultimately led him to 

victory in the 1971 WA Touring Car 
Championship.  
 

Peter’s property development interests, 
with high rewards matched by high risks, 
led to his bankruptcy in 1972; however he 
soon bounced back by entering the 
resources industry.  During his career in 
resources, Peter controlled more than 30 
listed businesses.  It was during this time 
that his classic car collection began to grow 
and that Peter and Robin began competing 
across the globe in historic rallies.  They 
twice won the Historic Monte Carlo rally 
among other notable achievements.  

Vale: Peter Briggs 
By Graeme Cocks & Rob Hagarty 
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 In 1979, Peter chose York as great location 
for a car museum and soon it became the 
home of the finest collection of classic cars 
in Australia.  Enthusiasts from all over the 
world came to WA to visit the collection 
which included an eclectic mix of classic 
sports and touring cars and internationally 
renowned racing vehicles.  
 
Peter was instrumental in the revival of 
‘Around the Houses’ events in WA as a 
founder of the York Flying 50 and his legacy 
continues to this day through the Albany 
and Northam Classics which are still run 
annually.  Peter and his business partners 
created a club to help run the York event, 
and thus the Vintage Sports Car Club of 
WA, or VSCC was born.   
 

Peter also had a lifelong passion for yacht 
racing and his yacht ‘Hitchhiker’ brought 
him international fame and featured on the 
local yachting scene for decades.  Peter 
sailed in the 1981 and 1983 Admiral’s Cup 
and won the World Two Ton 
Championships in Sardinia, Italy.  
 
Peter enjoyed many years of competition; 
however in 1994, his racing adventures 
almost cost him his life. Whilst competing 
at Phillip Island in the historic Maybach III 

he had a horrendous accident.  Suffering 
from terrible injuries, it was thought for a 
time that he would lose one of his legs; 

however in the usual irrepressible Briggs 
manner, he not only overcame his injuries 
but was, within four months, competing 
once more at the Goodwood Festival of 
Speed.  
 
Whilst always having a passion for MGs, 
Peter also developed a love for Bentleys.  
He was instrumental in forming the Bentley 
Drivers’ Club of WA in 1998 and was the 
Club’s President when he passed away.   
 
Peter was always as thrilled that others 
gained as much enjoyment from his car 
collection as he did.  He was a true 
enthusiast and despite his wealth and high-
flying business life, he always had time for 
the everyday enthusiast.  This was never 
more evident than when he attended our 
club concours events and happily mixed 
with members of all walks of life.  A larger 
than life character, Peter was above all a 
family man and cherished his wife Robin, 
daughters Heidi and Jodie and his four 
grandchildren.  He will be greatly missed.  
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Albany Classic 
Sunday June 5, 2022 
Story & images: Rob Hagarty 

The long weekend in June affords 
Western Australians the opportunity 
for rest and relaxation, and also 
provides an opportunity to get out and 
about and into our country areas to 
have a break from city life.  And for 
enthusiasts of classic cars, there is no 
better place to be on the long weekend 
in June than in Albany to attend the 
annual around-the-houses Albany 
Classic event.  
 

The event has been running for a few 
decades now and transforms the inner 
city Albany CBD roads into a street 
circuit reminiscent of the circuit that 
ran motor racing events from the 
1930s.  Volunteers work from the wee 
hours of the morning until just after 
dawn to erect fencing, bunting and 
spectator crossover bridges, all of 
which provide safety and convenience 
for both competitors and spectators.  
 
The entry list reads like a ‘who’s who’ 
of WA historic and classic competition.  
The action starts at around 10am and 
continues throughout the day until 
around 4pm, when the hard working 
officials, aided by competitors, begin 
the task of returning the streets of 
Albany back to regular usage.   
 
The events are run as regularities and 

this year, five categories of vehicles 
took part in the events.   They were the 
‘Tin Tops’ which was made up of old V8 
Ford,  Holden and Chrysler offerings 
from the ‘60s and ‘70s, Sports Cars 
u2000cc which was the event for the 
fast Escorts, road going Minis and Dick 
Ward’s Fiat Abarth Sport Sedan among 
others, Vintage Sports and Race Cars 
which had cars from the 1920s through 
to the 1960s, Production Sports Cars 
which had a few MGs from our club as 
well as Triumphs, Austin Healeys, 
Porsches and the odd Fiat and Jaguar 
and finally, the Historic Touring Cars 
which contained the race prepared 
‘Group N’ cars from the early ‘60s 
through to 1973.  
 
MGs were well represented on the day 
and we had six or seven club members 
running in the events.  Of the MGs, 
Leonard Kidd won the overall trophy in 
the Production Sports Car class with 
Rami Brass finishing the day sixth 
overall. Steven Robinson pedalled his 
MGB to 10th place just in front of 
Richard Gusterson in 11th.  Tony Ford 
finished day in 15th ahead of Brent 
Johnson’s MGB in 16th.  Sadly, Graham 
Mitchinson was a non-starter on the 
day due to a brake issue.  
 
Edward Floate ran his MG TC in the    
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Vintage Sports and Race Cars and took 
out overall third on the day.  Ron 
Fabry’s Midget finished 11th just clear 
of MG Car Club of WA Club Champion 
Sarah Fry in her MGB.  
 
Sarah also completed on Saturday in 
the Mount Clarence hill climb event.  A 
windy, blustery and somewhat 
inclement day was spent on the hill 
however many spectators enjoyed the 
cars on display and particularly the 
‘burn outs’ allowed for the first time as 

competitors approached the start line.  
 
All in all, it was another fabulous long 
weekend in Albany.  If you have not 
ventured down to one of these events 
yet, then I highly recommend a visit 
next year.  This year’s event was a little 
down on spectators as a result of the 
patchy weather conditions, however 
the social and competitive spirit of all 
who attended was not affected and 
everyone came home smiling.   
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As an ex-Royal Navy Marine Engineer, 
John always had an interest in things 
mechanical. His early years in the UK 
transitioning through an eclectic 
collection of transportation devices 
such as a Douglas motorcycle, Standard 
8 tourer and a Jowett Javelin. He always 
retained a particular affection for the 
Jowett for its innovative design. 
Taking the brave decision to move the 
family to Western Australia in 1966 as 
10 pound Poms, a new future was set. 
Val, John and Jason enthusiastically 
engaged their new home and joined the 
spirit of adventure that existed in the 
West in the 60’s. 
 

By 1970 John had acquired the bent 
and crumpled remains of a MG TF and 
so the MG adventure began. By 
extension, John and the family joined a 
young and enthusiastic group of MG 
Car Club of WA members, commencing 
a 50 plus year association with the Club.  
It was quickly apparent that the TF 
would be a long term project, so it 
wasn’t long before a sky blue MGB 
Tourer joined the garage. The ideal 
machine for a ‘tall’ couple and one to 
enjoy the many Club activities of the 
70’s, weekends away, mixed 
competition events and a healthy social 
calendar. 
 

It is hard to convey the MG Car Club of 

the 1970-80s but a demographic that 
was predominantly 20 to 30 year olds 
provides a telling insight. The early 
advertising tag line ‘you can do it in an 
MG’ epitomised the MG Car Club of 
that era. Weekends away to all corners 
of the State, a competition calendar 
that was diverse and very seriously 
contested, and social events that 
should reside in ‘what happened on 
tour stays on tour’. 

 

Val, John and Jason were welcomed 
into the Club, and in turn contributed 
unreservedly to that dynamic group. It 
is hard to recall a year in that period 
when John or Val were not contributing 
as part of a committee or organising to 
some degree.  
 

John was instrumental in drafting the 
Club Constitution. He took a lead role in 
the negotiations to establish or retain  

Vale: John Goff 
By Jason Goff 
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 each of the MGCC of WA Clubrooms 
from the humble shack on Whatley 
Cres, to Whiteman Park and currently 
at Bayswater. He was totally committed 
to ensuring the Club had a home and 
an identity. He also represented the 
Club for many years with the Combined 
Car Clubs. 

Val and John represented the Club at 
many MG National Meetings, from that 
earliest success with the WA Team in 
1975, crossing the (dirt) Nullarbor  with 
a hardy team to lift the Wratten Trophy 
in SA. Their reliable MGB GT did 
numerous crossings to attend 
Natmeets from Tasmania to 
Queensland, always enjoying the 
fellowship of the MG family. 
 

Over the years John enjoyed the 
ownership of several MGs. When the 
family became four, with the arrival of 
Rachel in 1975, a four seater was 
required and an MG Y Tourer was the 
practical solution. Val commented that 
this was the most reliable car in the 
household, often providing the 

transport of last resort when other cars 
had succumbed. At some point the B 
tourer was swapped for a B GT, which 
for many years was Val’s everyday 
transport and to this day is still the 
favoured family MG. 
 

Of course, each car was restored or 
rebuilt with a focus on ‘go’ rather than 
‘show’ over the period, John being ever 
practical. He enjoyed the challenge of 
technical developments, at the same 
time respecting the traditional 
engineering skills, choosing to hand-
make many items on the cars. The 
possible exception was the TF, that was 
eventually restored to a fine standard 
and a source of some pride. 
 

John was firm in his views and 
generous with his knowledge and 

experience. He was an unstinting 
supporter of the MG Car Club and 
those individuals who were prepared to 
contribute and have a go. As a former 
office bearer, Patron and Life Member, 
but most of all an enthusiastic 
participant of the MG Car Club, he will 
be greatly missed. 
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xx June is always a great month on the 
competition calendar. With the Albany 
Classic weekend being the main draw 
card. We were all set to go to support 
our fellow MG members taking part in 
the Mount Clarence Hillclimb, State 
Motorkhana and of course the Albany 
Classic Round the Houses.  
 

Unfortunately, both Julie and I came 
down with the dreaded Covid earlier 
that week, so had to cancel our trip. 
Well done to all those MG drivers who 
took part in the three events. From 
what I’ve heard, it sounds like a great 
weekend was had by all. It sounds like 
there were plenty of other MG 
members who headed down to Albany 
to cheer them on.  
 

In mid-June the Midvale Autotest took 
place, organised by the TSOA. See 
below for details. The only other event 
taking place in June was the Tarmac 
Sportz series Time Challenge at 
Wanneroo. I’m not sure if any of our 
members took part, but if you did, I 
look forward to hearing about it.  
Unfortunately, the Jaguar Regularity 
Track Day planned for Tuesday the 
28th had to be cancelled due to a lack 
of numbers. Not quite enough drivers 
signed up to make this event viable for 

the Jaguar Car Club. The next planned 
regularity track day will be in 
September. Details will be sent out in 
late July. 
 

July Events 
Porsche Club Track Day at Wanneroo 
on Sunday 17th July. An email has been 
forwarded via Richard Gusterson. 
Note, this event will not count towards 
the club championship.  
 

Tarmac Sportz Series Time Challenge 
at Wanneroo Raceway on Saturday 
23rd July. All info on the WASCC 
website.  
 

SMC Motorkhana round 3 – Location 
and date changed. Now at Perth 
Motorplex rather than Tiger Kart Club – 
on Sunday 31st July (it was originally 
planned for 24th July) – Email will be 
sent out with information once 
available. We have been advised that 
the Tiger Kart Club facility is 
unavailable for the remainder of the 
year.  
 
Midvale Autotest – Sunday 12th June. 
The day started off bright and dry, with 
Bruce Pollock (the TSOA organiser) 
taking credit for the dry conditions 
during his driver briefing. But most of 
us knew the weather would change for 
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 the worse, it was only a matter of 
when. A big field of 47 competitors 
took part in a wide variety of cars 
which included Triumphs, MGs of 
course, Westfields, some specials and 
plenty of modern cars. Loads of familiar 
faces as always. 5 runs were planned. 
A different circuit was set out from the 
ones we are used to. Starting from the 
opposite end of the complex. It looked 
to be longer and faster than previous 
events. Watching the early runners, 
there were plenty of wrong ways as 
everyone got used to the challenging 
circuit. I think the whole field bar a 
couple of cars managed to get the first 
run completed in the dry. And then the 
heavens opened.  
 

What followed was entertaining to say 
the least. The remaining four runs took 
part in varying conditions. Massive 
downpours followed by tranquil spells 
where the circuit almost dried out. 
Every time I got into a good position to 
spectate; I’d get trapped waiting for the 

rain to die down. And every time I’d 
end up running back through a 
downpour to the car as it got closer to 
my turn.  
 

There was some great driving on 
display. Most people handling the wet 
conditions perfectly. Times getting 
better across the field even when the 
conditions worsened. My times were 
fairly consistent all day. With my best 
time being on the last run with the 
wipers going, being 2 seconds quicker 
than the only dry time I recorded.  
It was great to see Peter Fry back out 
competing for the first time since his 
shoulder surgery. Sarah Fry now also 
back to her competitive best following 
her foot surgery last year. There were 
three other MG members taking part, 
but only for fun and not in the Club 
Championship. Times below. 
 

Thanks to Bruce and his team at TSOA 
for another great event on a 
tremendous circuit. 

Driver C
ar 

Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Run 5 Total 
Time 

Overall 
Place 

Pete McGrath M
G
F 

64.053 65.274 65.627 64.356 62.243 321.553 16 

Sarah Fry M
G
B 

63.547 67.466 64.225 65.890 64.080 325.208 19 

Peter Fry M
G
B 

73.034 74.902 68.424 70.379 68.496 355.235 33 
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MG Car Club of Western Australia Inc. 
Minutes for General Meeting held on 21 June 2022 
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MGB advertisement 
First printed in Australia 1969 
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Frontline MGB Restomod With 350hp V8!
This is the Frontline Developments V8 MGB - 
a restomod classic completely re-engineered 
to maintain authenticity but evolve the 
driving dynamics and daily usability of this 
classic icon.  

On the Net 
Interesting sites to visit to while away some time! 
 

MGB Basic Engine Service 
Servicing a 67 MGB 1800 at home. Rocker 
cover gasket, Plugs, oil and filter.  

MG 1100 & 1300 Saloon 
One remarkable and innovative MG model - 
part of the MG history. A trend setting car 
with transverse mounted engine and front 
wheel drive. Ahead of its time.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihy6i21ZHaU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JE6pobylcGU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aPE0IJGXAyY
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BT’s Folly Part Five 
A 1967 MGB Story 
Story & images: Brian Turner 
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In keeping with the MGB 60th Anniversary theme, 
here is a guide to maintaining your MGB as found 

online at the MG Experience website.   This month, final maintenance 
for your MGB. 
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MG The Early Days  - Part Three 
 By Peter Neal  
 Reprinted from the MG Car Club (UK) Magazine ‘Safety Fast’ 

Sales of the 14/40 had 
begun to tail off in 1928, 
dropping by about a 
quarter. Morris sales had 
also fallen for the first 
time and Kimber 
reasoned that it was 
time for some new 
thinking. Whilst his main 
concern was the 
limitation of the four 
cylinder side valve 
engine he felt there was 
a pressing need to further 
upgrade the basic Morris 
chassis. With nothing 
better available in the 
Morris range he set about 
designing his own. With 
the assistance of at first 
Cousins and then a 
draughtsman by the 
name of Keith Smith 
assisted by an apprentice 
who went by the name of 
Jack Daniels (who in later 
life would work with Alec 
Issigonis on the design of 
the ubiquitous Mini) a 
suitable design was 
arrived at.  
 
For the engine Kimber 
went round to the back 
door and persuaded an 

old friend, Frank 
Woollard, now the 
manager of Morris 
Engines, to design and 

build a six cylinder 2.5 
litre overhead cam 
device. They somehow 
contrived to get William 
Morris’s grudging 
approval for this engine 
for use in the Morris 
range, allowing Kimber to 
use it for his new car. This 
was unveiled at the 1928 
Motor Show at a basic 
price of £480. Twin 
carburettors, a brand 
new MG radiator, Rudge-
Whitworth centre-lock 
wheels and fly off 
handbrake contrived to 
make this the sportiest 
MG yet. 
 
Whilst all this was going 
on, Morris Motors, in 

August 1928, announced 
their brand new baby car, 
the Morris Minor, with 
which they hoped to 
compete in the small car 
market with the highly 
successful Austin Seven. 
Meanwhile the boys at 
Edmund Road had 
managed to get their 
hands on one of the 
experimental Minors 
from Morris Motors, 
stripped it of its four-
seater body replacing it 
with a lightweight boat 
tailed two-seater fabric 
body on a wooden frame, 
fitted a vee-screen, 
equipped it with cycle 
wings, louvered sill 
panels, MG badges on the 
wheel hubs and a scaled 
down 18/80 radiator, 
turning it into a little gem 
of a sports car which they 
called the MG 8/33 
Midget. The Midget 
brand would become 
synonymous with MG for 
the next 50 years. 
Displayed on the MG 
stand (their first ever) at 
Olympia alongside its big 
brother, at an all up price 
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of £175, it was an 
immediate sensation. 
Plans were immediately 
drawn up for its 
manufacture, with 
production finally getting 

underway in March 1929.  
 
The last car to be 

designed at Edmund 
Road was the 18/80 Mk 
II. The track was 
increased to 4ft 4in whilst 
the frame was made 
sturdier; all the major 
components were beefed 
up with the result that 
the weight increased by 
over 300lbs. Although 
this model continued in 
production until 1933 it 
sold less than half the 
numbers of the Mk I.  
 
The Midget however 
would capture the 
imagination of the public 

to the extent that it 
would spawn a whole 
series of small sports cars 
that would become 
synonymous with the 
initials MG. 
 
The increase in 
production at Edmund 
Road was already giving 
Kimber cause for 
concern, and with no 
room for expansion on 
the present site he began 
looking for new premises 
once again.                  
  
         END       
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All Club members are welcome to 
participate in these social events.  As 
they are listed on the Club’s events 
calendar, your concessionally 
registered car can be driven to, from 
and during each event.   
 
MGA Register Run – Sunday 3rd July (or 
“another RIP adventure”) 
The intrepid Dave and Laurel Godwin in 
Queensland are planning another 
adventure in their much-travelled MGA 
(registered ‘RIP’ – Retire in Paradise).  Their 
past exploits in RIP have included driving 
from Beijing to Abingdon, from Cape Town 
to Cairo (and on to Abingdon), from the 
southern tip of South America to Alaska, 
across Canada and the US, and last year 
across Australia from Cape Byron to Steep 
Point to join us at the 2021 British Car Day. 
 
This year, the Godwins (with fellow 
travellers in two MGBs) are driving RIP to 
WA “over the top”, having left their Gold 
Coast home on 12th May and driving north 
to Cairns, west to Karumba, Lawn Hill and 
Darwin, then on to Kununurra, Broome, 
Karijini NP and Carnarvon before reaching 
Perth on Sunday 3rd July.  Club members 
John and Ann Dawson have joined them in 
Darwin with their MGA for the drive back 
to Perth and have been entertaining us 
with their Facebook posts. 
 
Dave and Laurel have invited WA MG 
enthusiasts to join them at any stage of 
this journey and particularly on their last 

day of travel from Jurien Bay, where they 
will be overnighting on Saturday 2nd July.  
An MGA Register Run on Sunday 3rd July is 
therefore proposed from the Ampol 
Foodary servo in Wanneroo Rd, North 
Wanneroo, meeting from 9:45am for a 
10:00am start, to meet the travellers at 
Verge 301 café in Woodridge for a scenic 
drive via Gingin to Toodyay for lunch and 
thence via some great driving roads to the 
Swan Valley, a total distance of 221km.   
 
If you’re interested in joining Dave and 
Laurel on their journey to Perth, please let 
Tony Ford know on email 
tonyford@westnet.com.au. 
 

Classic Midweek Run – Thursday 14th July 
The July Classic Midweek Run will meet at 
10:00am for a 10:30am start from a 
location to be advised to members by 
email when known.  Join the usual 
collection of assorted MGs, Austin Healeys, 
Jaguars, Triumphs, Aston Martins and 
sundry classic cars for a pleasant drive and 
a convivial lunch.  Contact is Richard 
Gusterson (richgus@bigpond.com).   
 
Southern Chapter: Christmas in July Lunch 
– Sunday 17th July 
The Southern Chapter will be hosting a 
Christmas in July Lunch on Sunday 17th 
July at the Bull and Bush Tavern in 
Boyanup, with a three course set meal at 
$35.00 per person.   
 

Meet at Harvey Cheese (Southwest Hwy, 
Wokalup) at 9:30am for a 10:30am start.   

mailto:tonyford@westnet.com.au
mailto:richgus@bigpond.com
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The run will be 80km though the scenic 
Ferguson Valley in your Festive Gear.  For 
catering purposes, please advise Ted if 
attending by Sunday 10th July as we must 
have numbers for lunch by then. 
Contact is Ted Mullins, mobile 0419 925 
632 or email robynted01@hotmail.com. 
 
Nog’n’Natter – Tuesday 19th July 
The monthly Nog’n’Natter will be held on 
Tuesday 19th July, meeting 7:30pm for an 
8:00pm start, at the Clubrooms.  A 
convivial Nog’n’Natter over supper will 
follow a short briefing on Club matters and 
events by Committee members.   
 
Winter Woolies Run – Sunday 24th July 
It’s that time of the year and the “Winter 
Woolies Run” is on again, on Sunday 24th 
July - be sure to add the date to your diary. 
The lunch venue has been booked and run 
planning is complete.  The  starting 
location is the carpark on the corner of 
Jacoby St and Mundaring Weir Rd in 
Mundaring - be there at 10:00am for a 
10:30am start. 
 
The run is some 70km along an interesting 
mix of scenic country roads and finishing at 
a lovely country hotel for lunch. Navigators 
will take delight as there are NO 
QUESTIONS, just enjoy the drive. 

 
No matter what the weather is, dig out 
your thermal underwear and fur boots!! It 
should be another great WINTER WOOLIES 
FUN DAY!  Organisers are Ian & Lis 
Campbell. 
 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
 

Banton’s Big Breakfast – Sunday 21st 
August 
The ever-popular annual Banton’s Big 
Breakfast run on Sunday 21st August will 
depart the Clubrooms at 8:00am sharp, so 
make sure you arrive by no later than 
7:45am in time for the route briefing!   
 
A delicious buffet Farmhouse Breakfast will 
be served around 9:30am at the 
destination including: Danish Pastries, 
Croissants, Beef Sausages, Bacon, Eggs, 
Tomato & Mushrooms, Toast, fresh 
brewed Coffee and Tea.  Please register 
your participation with Terry Banton by 
email (terwan@iinet.net.au) by 15th 
August.  As in past years, pre-payment for 
the breakfast will also be required by this 
date and details will be in the August 
Octagon. 

mailto:robynted01@hotmail.com
mailto:terwan@iinet.net.au
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Competition Events 

Social Events 

All calendar events correct at time of publication.  
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CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

FOR SALE 

   

Manocher     0424048766     manocher017@gmail.com 
$46 500 

MGA 1960 MK1 1600 in good running order. 

MGA Mk1 1600 

$750 

FOR SALE MGB Competition Roadster  
1968   

Dennis Fair                        0419 944 427 
$15 000 

Not registered,  Cams logbook, single weber. including trailer, will 
separate. Lots of new parts.  WANT IT GONE PRICE $15 000 CAR 
ONLY $20 000 with trailer.  

1960 

PRICE DROP 

Advertisements in the Octagon are free for MG Car Club of WA members.  A small fee is charged 
for non members to advertise in the Octagon.  
 
Advertisements should be sent to octagon@westnet.com.au.  They should include a brief 
description of the item for sale or wanted and an image smaller than 1Mb in size.   
 
Please note:- Advertisements are removed after three editions unless instructed otherwise. 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 

$750 

WANTED 

  

 Pete McGrath                  petemcgrath76@hotmail.co.uk 
Negotiable 

Set of 2 ideally (or 4 if necessary) 15" wheels for MGF. Tyres not 
important. Wanted for Motorkhanas. 

 

MGF Wheels 
 

The deadline for advertisements to be received for them to appear in the July edition of the 
Octagon is  TUESDAY JULY 28th.  

 1 

mailto:manocher017@gmail.com
mailto:octagon@westnet.com.au
mailto:petemcgrath76@hotmail.co.uk
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CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

   

Mario                                   0421 926 217  
$450 

Painted Silver Rims with near new 185/70 R14 tyres. 

FOR SALE MGB Wheels and Tyres 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

   

Innes Bint   innesbint@hotmail.com    0064 21845145 
Negotiable 

Wanted: Factory V8 MGB. Any condition considered. 

WANTED MGB V8 

 

mailto:innesbint@hotmail.com
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