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Visit to British 
Motor 
Heritage March Classic 

Mid - Week 
Run  

2022 MG Car 
Club Pride of 
Ownership 

April Cover 
Many members enjoyed a very warm but most enjoyable 
Mid-week Classic Run on Thursday March 10th.  The run 
report can be found on page 26.  



4  

 

 

4 

Hello members! 
 

The annual show and shine was 
held at the usual venue on the 
banks of the Swan River.  The 
weather gods smiled on us and the 
Omicron grinch stayed away as 
well.  Congratulations to Tony and 
Doug for their organization as well 
as the other volunteers who 
chipped in to make the event the 
success it was.   
 

I believe the ‘Pride of Ownership’ 
format of judging was an accepted 
method of judging which worked 
very well.  Doug has suggested he 
will modify the classes next year to 
reduce the number of cars needing 
to be judged in the Class 3 group.  
But wasn’t it great to see so many 
entrants in the Class 3 group? 
 
As we move into the autumn 
season the weather improves for 
open top touring.  A quick perusal 
of the social and racing calendars 
will give members plenty of 
opportunities to get their vehicles 

out of the garage.  Thanks to Tony 
and Peter for presenting such a full 
and varied program of events.  
The arrangement for the general 
meetings have settled and we 
seemed to have reached a format 
which is COVID safe and meets 
approval of members.  If you are 
attending your first general 
meeting in recent times please 
show your vaccination certificate 
to the door marshal and get your 
blue dot for your name badge.  
Those with blue dots don’t need to 
continue to prove their vaccination 
status each time they attend the 
clubroom.  
 

Doug will be in charge during May 
as Colleen and I will be on a tag 
along the Kimberley.  I will still be 
intermittently contactable through 
normal channels when we are in 
areas with internet reception.  
 
Have a great motoring time in the 
mean time.  
            Dave Hardie 

President’s  
Report 
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Ian Campbell won the raffle prize at 
the March General Meeting.  Good 
work Ian and congratulations!  

In this edition of the Octagon we have had several contributors who have taken  

photographs or supplied articles that were used  throughout the magazine. 
 

Alan Copleston, Brian Turner, Brendon Hagarty, Doug Bush, Peter and Sarah Fry, Colin Eastick,            
David Lovett and Zoi Hagarty. 

 

If you have a story about your MG or had an adventure with it and wish to share it, please send 
your article  in to us.  We’d all love to read it! 

 

This month’s Octagon sees the first of 

the special ‘60th Anniversary of the 
MGB’ articles - ‘Visit to the British 
Motor Heritage’.   This is the 
organisation that produces not only 
brand new MGB body shells for 
enthusiasts from the original BMC 
tooling, but are also manufacturing 
new Midget, Austin Healey Sprite and 
Mini body shells.  This article is a great 
read and I hope you enjoy it.  
 

I’ve had some positive feedback from 
members about the ‘On the net’ 

section of the Octagon .  There are 

hundreds of great videos online about 
all manner of MGs and MG 
adventures.  I am hoping to bring many 

more to you all in coming months, 
however if you know of a great video 
online that you think the membership 
would be interested in, please make 
sure you let me know and I will include 
it in a future edition.  
 

Finally, I hope this edition of the 

Octagon has been easy for you all to 

download from the new way we link 
the Octagon release email to the 
download on the MG Car Club of WA 
website.  The Octagon has become too 
large to email, so a download link was 
seen as the best way to deliver it each 
month.   
         Cheers, 
                                     Rob Hagarty 

From the editor... 
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Sunday March 13th dawned a 
magnificent autumn day promising 
sunshine and gentle breezes as the MG 
Car Club of WA prepared to hold its 
annual ‘Show and Shine’.  A much 
anticipated event on the annual 
calendar, this year promised to be a 
little different as club stalwart Doug 
Bush had  worked tirelessly in the 
background to modify the judging 
system and overall event procedures to 
allow for more participation and a self 
judging format.  
 
At around 11:30am the first cars 
started to arrive and be parked on the 
reserve for the day’s judging.  Ably 
assisted by club President Dave Hardie, 
the cars were lined up in order of 
arrival on the grass.  Whilst MGBs 
were, as always, very well represented 
it was also wonderful to see an MGC 
and several Midgets also polished up 
and on show.  There were several MGB 
GTs also which was very pleasing.  
 
There were a group of ’T’ series cars on 
display too, with several TCs and one 
or two TDs and TFs.  A single 1933 J2 
Midget was also on display.   This 
beautiful car drew more than its fair 
share of admirers being so beautifully 
restored and presented.  

Only one Z Magnette was on show 
however most amazingly, there were a 
couple of two tone MG 1100s which 
were parked together near the 
entrance to the reserve.  It’s rare to 
see two of these together and it was a 
real treat.  These cars and their Morris 
1100 sisters are becoming quite rare 
and are beginning to demand very 
good resale prices.   
 

Also a little rare in Australia and good 
to see  was an MG ZT which was  

Pride of Ownership 
Sunday 13th March 2022 
Story: Rob Hagarty 
Images: Rob Hagarty & Doug Bush 
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brought to the event by a non club 
member.  Resplendent in its Le Mans 
Green it drew a lot of attention from 
the healthy crowd of onlookers.  
 
A very healthy contingent of MGFs and 
MGTFs were on show.  These cars are 
really starting to become classics in 

their own right and their owners did a 
marvellous job to present them in such 
a splendid manner. MGAs were also 
well represented with several from 
each of the series on show.     
 
A lovely MG ZR, several RV8s, a mark 
one Austin Healey Sprite and a modern 
MG rounded out the cars on display. 
 

Judging was done by those who had 
entered cars in the event who were 

tasked with the responsibility of 
judging the cars in their category, other 
than their own, based on how much 
the car appeals and how much pride of 
ownership is evident in the way the car 
is maintained and presented.  This 
system seemed to work very well and 
whilst Doug is planning one or two 
minor changes to the format for 2023, 
it appears to have been a great 
success. 
 
The club raised around $200 for 
CANTEEN by collecting a gold coin 
donation from each car as it entered 
the event.  Overall this was a very 
pleasant and relaxing day that was 
both well organised and attended and 
provided the very epitome of what 
classic car club membership is all about 
- wonderful cars in view, a great picnic 
atmosphere and lots of interesting 
discussion about the cars and all 
manner of other topics! 
 
Well done to the organisers and those 
who put the effort in by shining up 
their beloved MGs and attending the 
event.   
 
Results of the event are on the next 
page.  
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Elan 26R 

Show and Shine Winners! 

Mike Chester  
Class 2 

Forbes Watson 
Class 3 

Richard Whitehead 
Class 4 

Rob Carson  
Class 5 

Doug Bush  
Class 6 

Bernie Dorizzi 
 People’s Choice 
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Aston 
Martin 
Vanquish 

Secure Car Storage for Rent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU HAVE CAR STORAGE ISSUES?       
DON’T PARK IN THE STREET,  
I CAN SOLVE THE PROBLEM. 

 

I HAVE SPACE FOR 4 MORE CARS. $50 PER WEEK PER CAR, SECURE FACILITY  
IN WELSHPOOL. 

 

CONTACT:    MIKE CHESTER ON 0412 295 857 
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W 
e assembled at the 
Harvey Cheese factory 
for a planned 
departure time of 

10.30. We had a number of MGBs, one 
Midget, a couple of Fs and a Lotus Elan. 
Nine cars in total. Most had their soft 
tops on due to the inclement weather 
with a forecast of scattered showers in 
the morning. Two of us elected to keep 
our tops off (ed - very brave!). 
 
We welcomed some new faces to our 
little group and handed out the run 
sheets.  Our route was going to take us 
along some back roads that run parallel 
with the South West Highway, up 
Henty Road, along Pile Road to Falcon 
Road and eventually to the picnic area 
at the dam known as the Quarry. We 
made a little diversion along Leonard 
Drive past Honeymoon Pool (a popular 
camping area) approaching the Dam 
from the top.  
 
Shortly after starting our run we ran 
into one of the scattered showers that 
had been forecast. Fortunately it 
wasn’t too heavy but was persistent for 
about 20 minutes. This was an 
opportunity for the co drivers /partners 

in the MGBs and Midget to show off 
their intermittent wiper skills  (turn on 
for one swipe and then turn off and 
make sure it doesn’t stop in the 
middle).  
 
When we approached the picnic area, 
we found that the road had been 
closed. Consequently we ended up in 
the top carpark and had to carry our 
chairs, picnic baskets etc. down 
approximately 50 steps to the quarry. 
Initially we were the only ones there 
and then cars started to arrive.  How 
did they get in?  Turns out you can now 
access the picnic area by coming up hill 
(it has been one way down for at least 
the last 60 years). One by one we all 
eventually retrieved our cars  from the 
parking area and delivered them to the  
quarry.  That way only one person had 
to climb the steps.  
 
We all enjoyed the drive and 
fellowship.  The sun even came out 
later prompting some drivers to take 
the tops off before driving home! 
 
Images of this run can be found on 
Page 22.  

Wellington Dam Picnic Lunch 
Sunday March 20th 2022 
Story: Colin Eastick  Images: David Lovett 
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Classic MG Cars 
MGB Roadster & GT, MGA, TC, MGC, 1100, 
Magnette and Metro. A collection of 100 
photographs of the cars featured as seen at 
shows and museums over the years. 

On the Net 
Interesting sites to visit to while away some time! 
 

MGB GT In Detail 
A detailed look at the MGB GT model history 
focusing on changes over the years and the 
different variants of the MGB.  

Shannons Club MG TC TD & TF 
In this episode of Shannons Club TV, Mark 
Oastler and John Wright take a look back on 
what is still widely regarded as the 
quintessential British sports car - The MG T 
Series Midget  

           2019 MG HS Turbo X   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNFqNM-SZ1U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_CMmSJdjsw0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTP53A8H3Mc
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BT’s Folly Part Two 
A 1967 MGB Story 
Story & images: Brian Turner 

thwart 
 verb 
\ ˈthwȯrt  \ 
thwarted; thwarting; thwarts 
Definition of thwart 
transitive verb ( yes, I don’t know what it 
is either) 
1a: to oppose successfully : defeat the 
hopes or aspirations of 
b: to run counter to so as to effectively 
oppose or baffle : CONTRAVENE 
 
Thwart in a sentence; BT is not responsible 
for the thwarting of his other resto 
projects.  
 
I needed to have a rest from restoring my 
beloved ‘67 MGB. I think my mental health 
might have been at risk if I had continued 
full bore (nice pun, even if I do say myself). 
I was as excited about the resto as a dog 
with two tails. Knowing which tail, in resto 
terms, to chase first, was the ever present 
dilemma I faced, so the mental rest would 
be good. I would like to digress, with your 
permission. 
 
You didn’t ask, but I am going to confess 
anyway. I have a troubled history of 
thwarted resto projects. Well at least one 
or two! The most recent project was called 
the “cafe racer”, an iconic ‘73 Suzuki GT 
380 3 pot, 2 stroke screamer with three 
straight through mufflers that Mrs Resto 

said were good competition for a jet 
engine.  
 

Anyway, the engine had an Art Deco look 
about it, like nothing else I had ever seen. I 
was hooked. I can see a theme developing 
here with ancient stylish machinery being 
my downfall, but gee (short for gee wizz 
for any young readers) it always made me 
smile.  
 

There were times when I didn’t smile. Like 
when the kick start pedal would grind a 
hole in the bottom of my foot after what 
seemed like hours of kicking to get the 
temperamental @$*& started. Yes, I know 
I should have had boots on, but where is 
the fun in that? 

Having got it started, I would blatt down 
the freeway at fifty miles per hour (yes 
mph), flat out, engine screaming for mercy, 
smoke billowing, chain and gearbox 
threatening to explode. My audience of 
freeway drivers doing their boring 
commute made obvious their excitement 
and adulation by waving their arms and 
shouting as they went past me. They 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/verb
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/transitive
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/contravene
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/transitive
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/transitive
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/transitive
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hadn’t seen a bike like this before. I was in 
my element, riding a motorcycle from a 
bygone era and looking like a million 
dollars. Why were they yelling so loudly? I 
did eventually, above all the noise, make 
out that they were yelling, “faster you idiot 
you are holding up traffic!”  

 
Mrs Resto had 
some minor 
issues, such as  
the constant 
smell of burnt 
oil coming into 
the house and 
the absolute 
cacophony as 
the Suzuki 
roared into life.  
 
This, I am sorry 
to say, was a 
thwarted 
project but I 
take no 

responsibility for my absolute failure to get 
the café racer off the drawing board 
because I was thwarted by circumstances. 
We all have this silent enemy. 
A magnificent machine that 
was better off with someone 
else to give it love and care.  
 

How can I top the Suzuki in 
the resto failure stakes? Well I 
did with a Haflinger.  
 

Now isn’t that the cutest thing 
you have ever seen? I don’t 
have a photo of the actual 
vehicle, but this is what it 
would have looked like after 

the resto. I inherited it from the family 
farm and gave it a home. I had big plans to 
restore it and tear around the sand dunes 
using the low range and the diff lock front 
and rear. Mind you, the engine was a 
miniature VW engine so it wouldn’t pull 
the skin off a rice pudding let alone go over 
sand dunes with any enthusiasm! 
 
Oh well sorry about the slight digression 
there but the report card would read 
‘abject failure but has potential’.  I feel a 
psychological load has been lifted from my 
shoulders, so thank you for listening. 
Back to the real resto thing next time. 
 

Can you guess what this item is on my 
sand blasted 67 MGB?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t tell me because I already know, tell 
someone else and prove you are a know all 
smarty pants. 
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Octagon articles from years gone by! 

President’s Report  from the March 1992 Octagon 
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Social Report  from the March 1992 Octagon 
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Visit to British Motor Heritage 
Reprinted from the MG Car Club (UK) 5 September 2020 
By Colin Grant and Andy Knott 

W 
hen the MGB was 
launched in 1962 it 
became an instant hit 
and with over 500,000 

being built in Abingdon between 62 and 
the factory closure in 1980 it became 
the most popular MG ever produced.  
 
In 1984 a good friend purchased an 
MGB, although production of the MGB 
had ceased only four years earlier his 
car was already 20 years old and looked 
very tired so he set about restoring it. 
It needed all the normal repair panels, 
sills, wings etc and it took several years 
to source the parts and restore.  
 
When he added up the total cost it 
came as a shock and probably brought 
about his subsequent divorce! Within 
months of finishing the project  he read 
in a classic car publication that new 
MGB bodyshells were going to be 
produced again at a very reasonable 
price, if only! 
 
Today the company that started to 
produce bodyshells in 1988 is still going 
strong and recently the opportunity 
arose to visit their 50,000 square foot 

premises. On arrival at the British 
Motor Heritage (BMH) building at 
Witney in Oxfordshire, which is only 30 
minutes from the MG Car Club HQ in 
Abingdon we were greeted by Chris 
Gardener, Sales and Marketing 
Manager, who sat us down with coffee 
and explained the history of BMH.  
 
The background of the company is 
fascinating and goes back to the mid 
seventies. It all started with the 
formation of Leyland Historic Vehicles 
in 1975 which brought together historic 
vehicles and archives of BL’s subsidiary 
companies. 
 
It was then renamed BMIHT (British 
Motor Industry Heritage Trust) in 1983 
and became BMH (British Motor 
Heritage) in 1984. From the outset LHV 
strove to improve the availability and 
quality of genuine parts for British 
classic vehicles, this culminated in the 
remanufacture  of the MGB bodyshells 
in 1988, of which they now produce 
around 60 shells a year.  
 
On ordering your bodyshell you can 
specify whether you want your shell 



19  

 
delivered in primer or painted in the 
final colour, or you can even have 
Heritage carry out the restoration for 
you.  
 
If you are planning on using the car 
competitively Heritage can even seam 
weld the shell for additional stiffness 
and carry out other competition 
requirements. Since the introduction of 
the MGB bodyshell additional shells 
have been added to the Heritage 
product line up. They include the MG 
Midget/Sprite, Triumph TR6 and Mini 
bodyshells, with up to 42 individual 
derivatives being produced across the 
range. 
 
To continue the history, when BMW 
took over the Rover Group in 1994 it 
was decided to sell off various assets. 
Amongst these were BMH which was 
sold in 2001 to David Bishop, Neil 
Morrick and John Yea, all ex 
management of British Leyland/Austin 
Rover. It was David Bishop who 
tirelessly scoured the BL Empire for the 
original tooling to reproduce the MGB 
bodyshell. They ran the company as an 
independent concern until David 
Bishop and Neil Morrick retired in 
2006. John Yea then took over as 
Managing Director, a position he holds 
to this day. At present BMH have a 
network of 50 Approved Specialists in 
the UK and 16 in Europe and the USA, 
and specialists in Japan and Australia. 
The quality of bodyshells that BMH 

produce today is excellent, they 
are phosphate and 
electrophoretically primed using 
a modern industry standard full 
immersion process and are 
manufactured by using 100% original 
factory press tooling and assembly jigs 
meaning they are an exact specification 
and will resist the dreaded tin worm for 
many years that most older MG’s are 

unfortunately prone to. 
 
As well as bodyshells a whole host of 
panels have been produced to the 
original specification using original 
plans and drawings. In Andy’s Mini days 
he once made the mistake of 
purchasing an inferior A panel as it was 
cheap, after hours of fettling he gave 
up, turned it into scrap metal and 
ordered a slightly dearer but far 
superior BMH panel. It fitted like a 
glove and within an hour was spot 
welded in place.  
 
The old saying you get what you pay for 
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what you get really does apply.  
 

Chris took us to meet Les Holmes who was 
going to demonstrate the art of producing 
the MGB wing. Les has been with BMH for 
eleven years, but had been in the industry 
for nearly 40 years. He now spends most of 
his time making MGB wings. He said that 
each wing takes him around one and a half 
hours to assemble, the later type wings for 
the rubber bumper cars taking longer  as 

more fettling is involved in getting  it to the 
correct specification. 
 

As Les took us through the procedure of 
putting a wing together we had the chance 
to ask him how many MGB wings he has 
produced over the years and he reckoned 
close to 7,000, that’s probably why he 
made it look so easy. Each MGB wing is 
made from six pieces of steel that get 
delivered directly from their press factory, 
each piece needs cleaning up and then 
spot welding or seam welding together. It 
was great to see a true crafts man in action 
who’s enthusiasm and eye for detail was 
second to none. Yes the MGB wings do 
command a premium but you only have to 
see the work that goes in to each one to 
see why. 
 

After meeting Les we continued our tour of 
the BMH premises and saw Mini shells in 
various stages of production. MGB shells 
are made in batches and only when 
enough orders have been received. They 
can even produce the early pull handle 
body shells but only if the customer can 
supply the transmission tunnel from the 
donor car, as this is one of the few items 
they don’t have tooling for. It’s interesting 
to note that BMH have now been 
producing MGB bodyshells for some 22 
years, that’s four years longer than the B 
was in production. 
 

We were then shown items produced by 
Tex Automotive, a firm that was taken over 
by BMH in 2008. They are famous for their 
range of wing mirrors and wiper arms, 
production of which is now undertaken at 
Witney. Another firm BMH have taken over 
is Powerstop Brakes, the acquisition of 
which took place in 2007. They are well 
known as a distributor of EBC braking 
equipment and compliments BMH existing 
products.  Chris explained the reasons 
behind taking over these firms was 
because the products they produce of a 
similar high quality to that being produced 
by BMH and therefore compliment the 
existing product ranges.  
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 Chris explained that at present around 
1500 product lines are currently being 
listed with new items being viewed on a 
regular basis. One of the items under re-
view is panels for the MGF, as some tooling 
has already been acquired. The MGF/TF 
hardtops have been produced by BMH for 
some time now and their range even in-
cludes colour matched and striped hard-
tops for the new MGTF 85. Chris ex-
plained  that to help promote their product 
range the new Motoring Classics website 
(www.motoringclassics.co.uk)  was 
launched last year and includes their entire 
catalogue of accessories available from 
BMH and through the Approved Heritage 
Specialists. 
 
The basic theme is Great British Brands and 
this means that in addition to the Pow-
erstop/EBC and Tex Automotive ranges the 
website now offers Minilite wheels, Samco 

silicone hoses and Raceglaze polish-
es. The most recent addition is a 
selected range of Greycar motoring 
clothing. BMH are always looking to add to 
their portfolio of products to support the 
Classic Car business. To compliment this 
Motoring Classic mini magazine has been 
produced exclusively for BMH and is dis-
tributed through a number of sources in-
cluding the MG Car Club. We concluded 
our tour with a visit to the vast stores and 
the computerised part picking system that 
is in place, where we met John Yea and 
Operation Manager Dave Jane.  
 
As we left the British Motor Heritage prem-
ises we were both very impressed by our 
visit and took a moment to reflect on what 
we had just seen, without this company 
how many MGBs, Midgets, Minis etc would 
have been scraped over the years, it makes 
you wonder!  

 

The Deadline for items for the May 2022 edition of the  
Octagon will be Monday 27th  April. 
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Southern Chapter Wellington Dam Run Images 



23  

 



24  

 

3000 Mile General Maintenance (or 
every 3 months if 3000 miles not 
reached) 
1. Unscrew the tops of the carburettor 

dashpots, lift out the damper 
assembly and top up with SAE 
20W50 engine oil to within 1/2 inch 
of the top of the pots. Oil the 
carburettor controls.  

2. Fill a grease gun with LM grease or a 
similar recommended multi-purpose 
grease and thoroughly lubricate the 
following through the appropriate 
grease nipple, which should first be 
wiped clean. Give 3-4 strokes of 
grease gun to:- 

 * The front suspension upper and 
 lower swivel pin bush and the lower 
 swivel pin (2 or 3 nipples on each      
 side of the car). Total no. of nipples 
 to grease - 6. 
 * The universal joints on the front 
 and rear of the propeller shaft (early 
 cars only) and the sliding joint. Total 
 no. of nipples to grease - 3. 
 * The handbrake cable. Total no. of 
 nipples to grease - 1. 
3. Check the level of the hydraulic brake 
fluid in the clutch and brake master 
cylinder reservoir and top up if the level 
has fallen to 1/4 inch or more below the 
bottom of the filler neck, with Castrol LMA 
or DOT4 brake fluid. 

4. Check the steering column clamp 
bolts for tightness.  

5. Adjust the rear brakes, and on the 
front disc brakes inspect the friction 
pads for wear. Check the hoses and 
pipes for loose joints, or leaks or 
wear. Check the hoses and pipes for 
loose joints, or leaks or wear caused 
by the suspension or tyres rubbing 
against the flexible piping.  

6. Wash the bodywork and chromium 
fittings with clean water and a small 
amount of dishwashing detergent 
and clean out the interior. Apply a 
coat of wax, it will not only beautify 
but guard against rust formation. 

7. Check that all the lights are 
functioning correctly and replace 
blown bulbs as necessary.  

8. Lubricate with SAE 20W50 oil the 
door hinges, bonnet lock operating 
mechanism, and the safety catch. 

9. Lubricate the boot catch and hinges 
with SAE 20W50 oil. 

10. Check the battery cell specific gravity 
readings, and clean the terminals. 

11. Lubricate the dynamo (generator) 
rear bearing. 

12. Examine the fan belt and adjust as 
necessary for the correct tightness. 

 
6000mile (9600km) service detail in next 
month’s Octagon.  

In keeping with the MGB 60th Anniversary theme, 
here is a guide to maintaining your MGB as found 

online at the MG Experience website.   This month, 3000 mile 
(4800km) maintenance. 
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Code 404 Impromptu Run Notification 
 
The MG Car Club of WA has a new way for members with 404 registered cars to notify 
us about an impromptu run.  
 
All you have to do is visit the link to the MGCCWA website below, complete the 
notification form and submit it  - that’s it!  An easier way to notify us and to ensure that 
your run meets the DOT 404 impromptu run regulations.  The webpage is linked below.  
 

MG Car Club of WA Impromptu Run Notification Link 

https://www.mgccwa.com/impromptu-run-notification/
https://www.mgccwa.com/impromptu-run-notification/
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Classic Mid-Week Run 
Thursday March 10th 2022 
Story: Alan Copleston    Images: Rob Hagarty 

W e set off from home 
and unusually for us 

we managed to be the last arrival at 
the Ampol Roadhouse in Stratton and 
so as driver won a wooden spoon prize; 
I was asked to write a review of the run 
to the Dome at Mundaring! 
 

The morning was warm, and the 
forecast was for a hot day.  Despite this 
being Autumn the weather gods 
decided summer will continue 
unabated. The convoy of some 20 cars 
departed with some sporty sounds and 
some casual disregard for speed limits.  
 

Several drivers without navigators 
were following ones that did have a 
navigator who unfortunately missed 
the turn onto O’Brien Road resulting in 
a detour.  Navigators are handy people 
to have on board.  Mine handled the 
task with aplomb, probably because we 
were slowed up by a rubbish truck, so 
we saw the sign and slip road in time. 
 

O’Brien Road and the following 40 km 
proved entertaining for the 
enthusiastic driver with many twists 
and turns and even a one lane bridge. 
My navigator on several occasions 
called for less hasty progress through 
the more (I thought) entertaining 

sections. 
 
Onwards to Chidlows via Lilydale Road 
then past the Chidlow Tavern (must 
remember to call in there on some 
future run out).  The procession of MGs 
were bought the attention of two 
motorcycle patrol men who seemed 
more appreciative of the beautiful cars 
than the fact most of them were doing 
over 50kmph. 
 

Backwards and forwards over the 
waterpipe we travelled via Mount 
Helena with much gear shifting and the 
resulting exhaust notes brought us to 
the Dome where coffee and brunch 
was enjoyed by some very sweaty club 
members. 
 

Another great midweek run was 
seemingly enjoyed by all. My 
enthusiastic driving was forgiven by my 
navigator as she tucked into her 
salmon and poached eggs. 
 

After the Dome it was a very hot trip 
back down Greenmount to home for a 
cool off. 
 

This run would be very nice later in the 
year after some rain to green up the 
scenery. Much appreciation to those 
who did the direction sheet and 
organised the day. 
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xx 

 

M 
arch has been a busy 
month for competition. 
The Tarmac Sportz 
Series Point 2 Point at 

Wanneroo Raceway was on Saturday 
12th, the Jaguar Track Day Regularity at 
Wanneroo Raceway was on Tuesday 
15th, an event clash saw both the State 
Motorkhana Round 1 and TSOA 
Kwinina Autokhana take place on 
Sunday 20th. There was another 
Tarmac Sportz series event on the 19th, 
but none of our members took part in 
that one (unless you can advise 
otherwise). Great to see our members 
support these events on a regular basis, 
just a shame that two events clashed 
on the same date. 
 

Northam Flying 50 update: 
Unfortunately, due to COVID protocols 
limiting crowd numbers, the Northam 
Flying 50 “Round the Houses” has been 
postponed and will not take place on 
Sunday 10th April as planned. No 
alternative date has been decided yet. 
We will keep you informed when more 
information becomes available.  
 

Coming up in April: 
• Tarmac Sportz Series Time Attack 

at Wanneroo Raceway on Friday 
evening, 1st April. All info on the 
WASCC website.  

• Lindsay Monk Hillclimb at Mount 
Ommaney, in Northam on 
Saturday 9th April. Entries close 
26th March. Still going ahead at 
time of publication.  

 
 

Advanced notice for May: 
• Tarmac Sportz Series Point2Point 

at Wanneroo Raceway on Sunday 
22nd May. All info on the WASCC 
website.  

• Pencilled in TBC – TSOA 
Autokhana – Venue and Date 
TBA. We will keep you informed 
once this is locked in.  

 
 

Jaguar Track Day – Tuesday 15th 
March – Regularity Event 
It was great to be back at Wanneroo 
Raceway for one of the Jaguar Car 
Club’s track days. This one being run as 
a regularity. I was one of the last to 
arrive, which meant my car was quickly 
scrutineered and the Dorian timber 
mounted almost immediately. A good 
turnout saw 29 cars, with lots of 
variety, although the biggest groups 
were our MGs, the Jaguars and the AC 
Cobras, alongside a mixed bag of 
modern sports cars.  
We were split into four groups, with 
our MGs all starting in group 4. To save 
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time and get as many runs as possible, 
no sighting or practice runs took place. 
The other groups getting out there 
quite quickly until group 3 went out.  
 

Three of the AC Cobras managed to 
spin out on their first run, which 
delayed things a little as they were 
recovered from various sand traps. 
We finally got out for our first run of 
one warm up lap, three timed laps and 
a cool down lap. My MGF wasn’t 
feeling quite right, at first, I thought it 
was the badly worn front tyres, but I 
suspect the rear wheel bearings 
weren’t helping. I had to make minor 
corrections mid-corner a few times, 
which meant I wasn’t quite flat out. I 
still thought I was doing ok until I saw 
Tony Ford closing me down on the pit 
straight on the final lap. He’d started 2 
cars behind me! 
 

After the first runs were complete, the 
organisers re-grouped everyone into 
similar speed groups. Tony was 
promoted into group 2, Sarah and 
Graham into group 3, with me 
remaining in group 4. Although when I 
lined up into the new groups, I was told 
to go to the front of my group, as I had 
been much quicker than the others up 
to that point. 
 

I watched the others driving well in 
their new groups. Great to see the 
other MGs as a spectator for a change. 
Then I went out for my second run. The 
MGF behaved much better this time, 
the track had warmed up, which 

seemed to help the tyres and I didn’t 
notice any wayward handling from the 
rear. I left the rest of the group well 
behind and even got close to lapping 
the slowest car in our group (a Nissan 
Skyline 350GT would you believe!). 
 

The next run went even better, as I felt 
the MGF was “back to normal”, 
finishing well clear of the group. 
Although I knew on my fourth run that 
I’d have a challenger, with one of the 
AC Cobras gradually working his way 
through the field on the previous two 
runs, until he was starting just behind 
me on this one. He finally caught up 
with me towards the end of the second 
lap, but I pulled away again up the hill 

and round the twisty parts of the 
circuit. He finally passed me halfway 
down the long straight, going way 
quicker than my indicated 145 km/h at 
that point. I caught him under braking 
into turn 6 but couldn’t re-pass before 
the finish line.  
 

We were lucky that we had just enough 
time for all groups to get a fifth run in, 
before our allotted time on the track  
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ended. This time I tried to keep up with 
the V8 Cobra, but he was out of sight 
on the long straight. It’s amazing how a 
car with only 120bhp when new, can 
keep up and even pull away from a car 
with 400bhp on the complex parts of 
the circuit, but the lack of horsepower 
is no match on the straights.  
 

Once everyone was back into the pit 
garages, we sat down at the picnic 
tables for the lunch spread that Jaguar 
Car Club had put out for us. Another 
great day and well organised as usual. 
See our times below. Pretty decent lap 
times and better than some 
considerably more powerful cars on the 
day. Well done to Tony for an 
amazingly consistent regularity time 
difference. Unbelievably close.  

 

TSOA Autokhana Kwinana – Sunday 
20th March  
Heading down to Kwinana for the TSOA 
Autotest, I was pleased to see plenty of 
clouds around. I was hoping they’d 
stick around so that the day didn’t get 
too hot. Alas, this wasn’t so and by the 
end of a long but enjoyable day, I could 
see a few sunburnt competitors, 
including myself! 

A huge turnout saw 45 cars start the 
day, although only 36 completed all 5 
runs, including all 6 of the MGs, which 
is great to see. Looking at the results 
afterwards, it was also impressive to 
note, that none of us had any time 
penalties for garage or wrong way 
infringements.  
 

The circuit was fantastic, with a difficult 
but fun track set out. A sprint style run 
which included two tight left handers, a 
slalom around 4 light poles, passing 
through tight gates and even a high-
speed u-turn around a cone in the skid 
pan, before another high-speed dash 
through a chicane and two more right 
hand corners to the finish line.  
 

I must admit that this is one of the 
most enjoyable circuits I’ve had the 
chance to drive on. Everyone else 
seemed to be having just as much fun, 
with some incredible times posted on 
the first run. We all knocked off a chunk 
of time on our second runs, but then 
found it harder to reduce the times 
further. Improving on parts of the track 
but then stuffing up others. Sarah being 
the only one of us that got quicker on 
each run.  
 

Well done to Rami for getting under the 
70 second barrier. Graham and I had a 
red hot go but couldn’t quite get under 
71 seconds.  
 

Joondalup Festival of Motoring: 
Advanced notice for this new event set 
to take part on Saturday 29th and 
Sunday 30th October. An Autokhana is  
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planned for the Saturday, with a 2.4Km 
street sprint arranged for the Sunday. Once 
both are approved by Motorsport 
Australia, Supplementary Regulations will 
be published, and entries invited.  
We’ll advise more info closer to the time. 
But in the meantime, check out their 
website at: https://jfom.com.au/ you can 
be added to their mailing list for further 
info on the website too.  
 

To wrap up: 
Still no sign of my new ZST (bobbing 
around on a bulk car carrier somewhere!), 
so I’ll focus on the MGF for now. I’ve got a 
few things to take care of in the next few 
weeks, including front tyres, rear ball 
joints, rear wheel bearings (I’ll put on 
genuine parts this time) and brake pads all 
round. Nothing too major and this tough 
little car continues to impress as mainly a 
competition vehicle. I’ve got it on Code 404 

registration now, so will spend some of the 
savings on the rego against the above 
items.  

As always, if you have any queries with any 
upcoming events, please let me know, and 
if you hear of any competition events that 
we haven’t calendarised, please let us 
know, so we can keep your fellow MG 
drivers informed. 
 

Here’s to a rapid and fun April.  

Driver Car Fastest Time 2nd Fastest Time Differential 

Tony Ford MGB 1:18.5868 1:18.5936 0:00.0068 

Graham Mitchinson MGB 1:21.5738 1:21.6723 0:00.0985 

Sarah Fry MGB 1:20.8676 1:21.3827 0:00.5151 

Pete McGrath MGF 1:20.8882 1:21.4238 0.00.5356 

Jaguar Track Day Results 

Driver Car Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Run 5 
Over-
all Place 

Rami Brass MGB 74.283 71.558 69.652 69.819 69.28 
354.59

2 16 

Pete McGrath MGF 74.873 71.816 73.076 71.750 71.139 
362.65

4 21 

Graham 
Mitchinson MGB 74.025 72.736 72.493 71.428 72.074 

362.75
6 22 

Sarah Fry MGB 82.608 78.594 77.166 75.366 74.846 
388.58

0 30 

Moyra 
Mitchinson MGB 96.971 82.964 77.011 74.403 77.413 

408.76
2 34 

Mark Rook-
ledge MGB 87.930 83.841 83.098 83.005 84.187 

422.06
5 35 

TSOA Autokhana Results  

https://jfom.com.au/
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I 
 decided to have a go at my first 

point2 point with really no idea 

of what to expect.  There were 

17 entrants for the Time 

Challenge event at Wanneroo Raceway 

and 14 drivers competing on the same 

circuit as a sprint. The Time Challenge 

involves you nominating a time which 

you believe you can do the course in 

then maintaining it for every run. If you 

are too fast or too slow you get points 

against you. The winner is the 

person with the fewest points.  

We were allowed 2 

reconnaissance  runs to see the 

course. It started at the bottom of 

Jack’s Hill coming up to the 

roundabout and turning a sharp 

left and left again to go 1/ 2 way back 

down the hill before turning a sharp 

right through the gates which lead us 

back onto the main track. Through a 

couple of chicanes and down turns 2 

and 1. The wrong way through the pit 

lane before negotiating another 3 

 staggered barriers at the end and 

another sharp left turn back along the 

inner garage lane. Another sharp right 

onto the drift pad negotiating a  path 

between cones out the end,  along a 

narrow strip and another sharp right 

back onto the main track and down to 

turn 7 and through the finish as a flying 

end. 

 I really enjoyed the day. It made 

interesting driving with each car being 

allowed to start approximately 30 

seconds after the other so there was 

no long waits for a car in front to 

finish before another could hit the 

track.  

Another well organised event by the 

awesome team at the 

WASCC.  Unfortunately my times were 

too varied, 3.17, 3.19, 3.11, 3.12 not 

good enough for any podiums this 

time.  Would I do it again, yes of 

course. I liked it because it 

combined the hill climb with the track 

and a bit of Motorkhana. Good value 

WASCC Point2Point 
Saturday March 12th 2022 
Story: Sarah Fry 
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for money and not just for the fast cars. 

We should get some more MGs up for 

the next one.  

The Tarmac Series is comprised of four 

different disciplines – Time Attack 

(circuit sprints), Point 2 Point, Time 

Challenge (regularity) and Hill Climb. 

These events are designed to attract 

and satisfy motorsport participants of 

all levels of experience from novices in 

their daily driver to a circuit racer in 

their competition vehicle.  

Participants in the Point 2 Point and Hill 

Climb events have a choice of two 

categories depending on how they 

would like their results to be 

calculated. The Time Challenge 

category will see participants results 

calculated against a self-nominated 

time, whereas the Time Attack results 

are calculated and then ranked by 

fastest outright time. 
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xx A 
ll Club members are 
welcome to participate in 
these social events.  As they 
are listed on the Club’s 

events calendar, your concessionally 
registered car can be driven to, from 
and during each event.   
 
Curtin Radio Classic Car Spectacular – 
Sunday 3rd April 
The annual Curtin FM Radio Classic Car 
Spectacular is being held at the Trinity 
Playing Fields (6 Elderfield Road, 
Waterford) on Sunday 3rd April, as per 
the flyer printed elsewhere in this 
Octagon.  The Club has 8 places 
available for members’ cars, which 
must be in place before 9:30am and 
can depart no earlier than 3:00pm.  If 
you wish to display your MG as part of 
the MGCC display, please contact Doug 
Bush on mobile 0452 561 398 or email 
dougmgwa@msn.com and advise him 
of your MG model and registration 
number.  Entry is free for display cars 
and $10 for adult spectators. 
 
Nog’n’Natter – Tuesday 19th April 
The monthly Nog’n’Natter will be held 
on Tuesday 19th April, meeting 7:30pm 
for an 8:00pm start, at the Clubrooms.  
A convivial Nog’n’Natter over supper 
will follow a short briefing on Club 
matters and events by Committee 
members.  Note that COVID-19 check-

in procedures will be in place. 
 
Classic Midweek Run – Thursday 7th 
April 
The April Classic Midweek Run will be 
organised by the Austin Healey Club 
and details will be provided to 
members when received.  Join the 
usual collection of assorted MGs, 
Austin Healeys, Jaguars, Triumphs, 
Aston Martins and sundry classic cars 
for a pleasant drive and lunch at a 
country pub.  Contact is Richard 
Gusterson (richgus@bigpond.com).   
 
Southern Chapter: Augusta 
Overnighter - Saturday 30th April and 
Sunday 1st May 2022 
The Southern Chapter will be hosting a 
run from the Back Beach Café in 
Bunbury, meeting at 9:00am for coffee 
and a 10:00am start, to the Augusta 
Hotel on Saturday 30th April, returning 
on Sunday 1st May.  An invitation has 
been extended to all Club members to 
participate.   
 
The run will travel through Margaret 
River wine country, with lunch available 
at Cowaramup, and finish in the 
beautiful south coast town of Augusta 
for a convivial dinner and overnight 
stay.  Sunday breakfast will be at the 
Colourpatch Café at the mouth of the 
Blackwood River estuary. 

mailto:dougmgwa@msn.com
mailto:richgus@bigpond.com
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The Deadline for items for the May 2022 edition of the  
Octagon will be Monday 27th  April. 

Rooms at the Augusta Hotel are limited 
and only a few remain, so please book 
by phone on 9758 1944; mention the 
MG Car Club on booking for a 
discounted rate of $110 per couple.  
After booking, please inform organiser 
Terry Old on mobile 0427 561 562 or 
email terryold01@bigpond.com.  
 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
 

Shannons Classic Car Show – Sunday 
1st May 
The Council of Motoring Clubs of WA is 
again holding its annual Classic Car 
Show at Ascot Racecourse. More than 
40 clubs will be there showcasing over 
700 cars and assorted vehicles. There 
will also be displays by automotive 
traders as well as exhibits of vintage 
radios, prams, clothing and 
collectables. Public entry cost is $10 
per adult, however if you are bringing 
your classic car to display, have 
registered and received an admission 
pass there is no charge. 
Our Club has booked a site and if you 
intend to take your MG along to 
display, please contact the Club’s 
organiser for this event, Doug Bush, on 
mobile 0452 561 398.  As noted, there 
is no fee to attend in your classic car if 
you have registered and you will 

receive an admission pass by 
email.  After registering to 
attend, please let Doug Bush know 
(email dougmgwa@msn.com) so that 
he can include your MG in the Club’s 
allocated display area.  Cars for display 
need to be in place before 9am. 
 
Moondyne Joe Festival Toodyay – 
Sunday 1st May 
Also on Sunday 1st May is the annual 
Moondyne Joe Festival in the historic 
Avon Valley town of Toodyay.  This is 
always a fun event with many arts and 
crafts stalls and the Moondyne Joe 
street theatrics providing great 
entertainment. 
A run to Toodyay has been organised, 
meeting at the McDonalds Midland car 
park (southwest corner of Great 
Eastern Hwy & Lloyd St) at “7.00 ish” 
for a 7.30am (sharp!) departure for a 
pleasant scenic drive.  This will provide 
members with the opportunity of an 
early breakfast and/or coffee.  Cars are 
to be in place by 8:45am.   
Bring your own picnic lunch or avail 
yourself of the many food outlets on 
offer in Toodyay.  
 
MGA Register Run – Sunday 8th May 
The MGA Register will be hosting a 
‘Cecil Kimber Tour’ lunch run on  

mailto:terryold01@bigpond.com
mailto:dougmgwa@msn.com
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 Sunday 8th May, meeting at the Point 
Fraser Car Park (city end of the Cause-
way) at 10:00am for a 10:30am start.  
This will be a relaxed 50km cruise 
around the river to stop for an early 
lunch at the refurbished Como Hotel.  

For venue booking purposes, please 
confirm your attendance by 3rd May to 
organizer Darryl Robins by SMS to 0427 
186 771 or email darrylrob-
ins@yahoo.com.  
 

 

mailto:darrylrobins@yahoo.com
mailto:darrylrobins@yahoo.com
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34 hungry MGCCWA members 
congregated in Guildford Car Park 
eager to start the 86km run for their 
lunch. Some early birds arrived before 
10am in order to avoid the penalty of 
doing this write up for the Octagon. 
Not the Fry’s, happy to put pen to 
paper again to tell those who laid in 
bed for whatever reason that they 
missed a very enjoyable and scenic 
run through various National Parks.  
 
The sun was trying to break through 
the clouds although we all hoped we 
wouldn’t be greeted with 
precipitation. We keenly followed our 
route map and followed the leader, 
unfortunately not everyone was 
paying attention to the instructions 
and on the 5th line of directions many 
went the wrong way missing a vital 
turn.  
 

We meandered through Helena Valley, 
passing many a keen cyclist, glad no 
doubt to be out on a cooler day than of 
late. We continued on through the 
beautiful Bickley Valley and on through 
Korung National Park. Evidence of 
recent bush fires from this summer had 
left a sombre landscape waiting for the 
rains to bring new life back to the soil. 
On past Araluen Botanic Park brushing 
past Wungong National Park and 

through Heritage Country.  Eventually, 
86km later, we arrived at our 
destination, the Last Drop Elizabethan 
for a very tasty and hearty lunch all 
washed down with a nice drop of ale. 
Happy days, lovely run, good 
camaraderie over lunch and many 
happy faces leaving the car park.  As we 
were leaving, one bystander 

commented, “This is better than any 
car show I’ve been to”. 
 

Thanks Tony for putting the run 
together. 
 

Happy to be last 
arriving for every 
event, no one 
should be scared of 
doing a write up! 
(ed - I love your 
wonderful attitude) 

Elizabethan Run 
Sunday March 27th 2022 
Story: Peter and Sarah Fry 
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MGA Register Run 
Sunday March 13h 2022 
Story: Not Submitted Images: Zoi Hagarty 
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 Miniature MG 
Model cars for the enthusiast 

For those of us who are young of heart, want a static representation of their car or just have a 
little time on their hands, here are a couple of great model car finds from the internet! 

Autos Miniatures Tacot 1:43 MG ZB 1956 Die Cast 
This die cast metal model looks to be quite well detailed and 
presented.  It is presented metal mounted in ivory and 
Autumn Red.   Ships worldwide. 
 
Autos-minis Ebay page             AU$50.15 
                + shipping 

BELKITS 1:24 MG METRO 6R4 MONTE CARLO 1986 M. 
WILSON MODEL KIT 
In the huge box you will find a huge pile lot of parts, since the 
model includes a fully detailed engine, interior, the whole 
transmission and the steering.  Night lights also included. 
 
Wonderland Models Webpage                                  AU$117.89  
                + shipping 

https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/294838877440?chn=ps&_ul=AU&norover=1&mkevt=1&mkrid=705-139619-5960-0&mkcid=2&itemid=294838877440&targetid=1280421173959&device=c&mktype=pla&googleloc=9070612&poi=&campaignid=10101784988&mkgroupid=128008448292&rlsatarget=pla-1280
https://www.wonderlandmodels.com/products/belkits-124-mg-metro-6r4-monte-carlo/
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Competition Events 

Social Events 

All calendar events correct at time of publication.  

 

Competition Events 
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Please note:- Advertisements in MG Marketplace are limited to three lines and one image. 
Please ensure the picture is not larger than 1Mb in size.  Information when selling a vehicle 
should include year of manufacture, approx. miles or km travelled and any modifications or 
extras included. 

$750 

 FOR SALE MGTF 1500 
1954   

Darren Mascurine                                  0405 644 203 
$55 000 

Willow Grey, matching engine and chassis numbers and custom 
plates included. 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

 FOR SALE 

   

Warren McEvoy   0487 799 007    wamce78@gmail.com Offers 

Wire wheels 4”x15” 48 spoke. Splines 85%.  Painted grey.  5 tyres, 4 
good 1 average spare. 165xSRx15.  5 tubes.  Old but no leaks or re-
pairs to suit tyres. All suitable for limited road use & rolling display. 

MG TD/TF Wheels 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

 FOR SALE 

   

Graham Cluning            0407119413 
$17 000 neg. 

With Overdrive.  Good runner in regular use 

1967 MGB GT 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

 WANTED 

   

Brian Turner       0419937930        bfturner@iinet.net.au 
Negotiable 

Looking for used 1967 MGB front wings to get the headlight area 
as my wings have rust around the outside of the headlights.  See 
the picture for my sad wings. 

1967 MGB Front Wings  

mailto:wamce78@gmail.com
mailto:bfturner@iinet.net.au
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$750 

 FOR SALE MGA 1500 Roadster 

   

Phil Turner                            0437 051 329 
$30 000 neg 

Part restoration. Body and chassis completed. 
Many spares. Call for details. 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

 WANTED 

   

John Tillman                                            0427 323 610 
Negotiable 

Serviceable 3.9 Diff or complete Diff Suitable for 62 - 67 MGB 

MGB Differential 

$750 

 FOR SALE 

  North Fremantle 

Robert Pearce               0422 391 250 
$26 000+ 

Extensively refurbished and in good running condition. 

MG TD 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

 FOR SALE 

   

Mark           0417 092 139      mtrook@iprimus.com.au 
Various 

Rear bumper $150.  Air cleaner canisters $100 pair.  Cylinder 
head $250. Pistons with conrods $200 the set.  Black rocker cover 
$30. Fuel pump $30.  Axle U bolts $20.  

Various MGB Parts 

$750 

 FOR SALE 

   

Mark           0417 092 139      mtrook@iprimus.com.au $25 500 

1968 MGB 

Great condition body, engine, electric overdrive.  Reconditioned SU 
carbs, new carpet, upgraded electronic fuel pump, electronic points, 
upgraded coil, recon. front callipers with new hoses, new rear brake 
cylinders and new metal brake lines.   

mailto:mtrook@iprimus.com.au
mailto:mtrook@iprimus.com.au
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