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The Final Days 
of Abingdon - 
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President’s  
Report 

Greetings members. 
 

Colleen and I managed to join the 
twilight run last Sunday and what a 
delightful evening it turned into. In 
spite of missing the first turn and 
ending up 10 km up the wrong side of 
Reid Highway, we eventually enjoyed 
an interesting run around some 
hidden vineyards and at the river 
park. I am told there were some 
lovely escarpment views, but we 
missed that part of the run.  
 

The picnic venue was cool on a hot 
afternoon and provided a delightful 
sunset and reflections down the river. 
It was a pleasure to meet some new 
members and reacquaint with some 
older members. The socializing I think 
is the best part of these runs. We also 
welcomed Doug’s son James as a new 
member on his first run. James only 
joined the club that morning. 
 

Membership Secretary Richard 
continues to do a great job recruiting 
new members and encouraging 
existing members to renew their 
membership. Please help Richard out 
by paying. I believe there are quite a 
few still to pay their membership for 

this year. 
 

 I had a call from a prospective 
member down south at Mandurah the 
other day. It was great to be able to 
refer him on to Ted Mullins in the 
Southern Chapter. The strength and 
vibrancy of the Southern Chapter 
adds another area of activity and 
interest to members both north and 
south of the river. Members from all 
over are interested in their weekend 
run down to Augusta.  Well done to 
the Southern Chapter and have a 
great trip. 
 

The other place I refer prospective 
new members to is the website. From 
being able to download membership 
application forms and so on the 
website gives a very valuable insight 
into the club as a whole. If you 
haven’t visited it recently it is worth 
doing so. Photos, contact details of 
the committee and other links to 
interesting websites, current and past 
Octagons and more. Well done to 
Brian as the webmaster. 
 

The lease of the clubrooms has finally 
arrived from the City of Bayswater.  

4 
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This new lease is very long at 40 pages and 
has many clauses that are different to the 
old, 10 page lease. The committee has 
decided to create a sub-committee to deal 
with the proposed lease and how we 
recommend we will need to respond to 
several of the issues raised in the new 
lease. What is impressive is the depth of 
experience and qualifications of the people 
on our committee upon whom we can call 
on to deal with such a complex issue. 
Thank you to the sub-committee for their 
work so far. 

Summer will be over by the time 
you read this so the heat will have 
subsided and daytime driving of 
open top cars should be more pleasurable. 
Whilst I loved the cool night drive home 
last run, I am looking forward to the end of 
the heat. I guess we will be looking for 
jackets to keep out the cold before we 
know it. In the meantime, enjoy your ride  
and the accompanying fellowship of the 
club. 

              Dave Hardie 
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Bob Ferguson was the lucky raffle 
winner at the February general 
meeting taking home a bottle 
each of white and red Houghton 
wine.  
 
Well done Bob! 

In this edition of the Octagon we have had several contributors who have taken  

photographs or supplied articles that were used  throughout the magazine. 
 

Sarah Fry, Brian Turner, Brendon Hagarty, Steve McDonald, David Lovett, Doug Bush, Rowena 
Wallace, Ian and Lis Campbell, Terry and Wanda Banton 

 
 

If you have a story about your MG or had an adventure with it and wish to share it, please send 
your article  in to us.  We’d all love to read it! 
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Those red MGs! 
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From the editor... 
This edition sees the removal of the 
monthly birthday section in the 

Octagon.  Much discussion regarding 

this took place at a recent MG Car Club 
Committee meeting and it was decided 
that this section is too difficult to keep 
up, particularly given membership is 
not a static thing and at times, 
membership details change without 
the editor’s knowledge.   
 
If you have a special birthday, 
anniversary or any event of 
significance which you would like to 
celebrate in the Octagon, please send 

me an email and I’d be most pleased to 
publish it so the membership can share 

in your celebration.  
 
Two errors were made in the February 

edition of the Octagon.  Firstly, $55 000 

is an extraordinary amount to ask for 
an MGF Trophy! I think this would set a 
new Australian record for one of these 
vehicles. My apologies to Milena.  I 
hope I got it right this time.  Also, there 
were a couple of cars advertised which 
had been long sold.  Please remember 
to let me know as soon your 
advertised car or item is sold so I can 
remove it from the Marketplace.   
 

          Cheers,  
          Rob Hagarty 
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W hat a great turn out by 
the MG Car Club of 

WA and many thanks to Doug Bush for 
organising this very scenic, interesting 
and educational Sunday evening drive 
– the photo above is a result of the 
Banton’s following the detailed 
instructions.  
 
Somehow, we managed to head west 
on Reid Highway resulting in a number 
of MGs following us and after turning 
right into West Swan Road then a U 
turn back to the traffic lights. We 
eventually arrived at Toodyay Road 
now completely out of sync with the 
kilometres on the Instructions. Going 
to be a great day. 
 
Over the next hour, or so, we met up 
with all of the participants, and their 

cars, from all differing directions as we 
made our way up through Brigadoon 
and surroundings. It was amazing, 
given these simple instructions, how 
many different routes participants 
found. I remember Doug stating how 
simple the directions were.  ‘All roads 
lead to a TEE Junction’ so it is either 
left or right turn or the best one was 
‘ignore no through road signs’ or better 
still ‘bit of hill climbing to do’. This was 
definitely mountain goat country and 
the poor old MGB struggled to 
maintain forward motion on some of 
the gigantic climbs. 
 
Not forgetting that our kilometres were 
not accurate, Doug managed to add 

quite a few additions to the directions 
namely ‘no road sign’ on six occasions 
and what did (WSR) mean?? 

Twilight Run 
Sunday 20th February 2022 
Story: Terry and Wanda Banton 
Images: Ian and Lis Campbell 
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I do remember stating that questions 
and arguments will occur when 
compiling questions on quite a few 
previous MG Car Club outings. 
 
Given all of the twists, turns, up hills 

and down dales during the drive, 
enjoyment, fellowship and the spirit of 
the event culminated in an evening 
meal in a park, adjacent to the Swan 
River in Guildford, with good friends 
and a great evening.  
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Octagon articles from years gone by! 

President’s Report  from the February 1991 Octagon 
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Elan 26R 

Hi ALL and let the planning process continue with quite a few members from ALL MG 
Clubs sending in their Early Bird notifications.  

 

My apologies for the delay in forwarding this Action Update # 2 but I was waiting for 
accommodation details from Bayview Geographe Resort, which is located next door to Abbey 
Beach Resort and I have tentatively booked 25 rooms, at discounted room rates, for any persons 
wanting to seek an alternative to the Abbey Beach Resort. 

They have now provided a private “landing page” for all MG applicants to access from 
the MG Car Club of WA website on www.mgccwa.com  where you can access the 2022 Safety 
Fast Run section. Within this section you will find the Bayview Geographe Resort details and log 
in to MG Car Club SFR 2022 to book and receive the attractive discounts. Alternatively you can 
phone the Resort on 08 9755 4166 to make a reservation but remember to quote the MG Car 
Club SFR to receive your discount. 

 

Ed Floate, MGTC OC, has booked the Windsor Function Room for the 2020 SFR Plate 
Presentation on Wednesday 19th October from 6.00 pm to 9.00 pm so please diarise these 
details. 

 
To all those new members who are unfamiliar with the annual Safety Fast Run please visit the 
web site on www.mgccwa.com to view all previous event details and photographs. Should you 
require any information on the event please contact the undersigned and remember this is the 
30th Anniversary and the weekend will be well full of Fun, Fellowship and Friendship amongst all 
of the Western Australian MG Fraternity. 
 

Registration Entry Forms for the 2022 Safety Fast Run will be available towards the end of May 
from our web site. 
 
Early Bird notifications please, to assist in the planning process. 
 
Terry & Wanda Banton 
2022 Safety Fast Run Coordinators 
19 February 2022 
M – 0407452910 
E – terwan@iinet.net.au 

BUSSELTON 2022 
Action update # 2 - Safety Fast Run - 28th, 29th, 30th & 31st October 2022 

SPONSORS - Shannons Insurance, The Sports Car Garage,  MG Car Club of WA 
John Hughes MG, Auto One Kalamunda, Snap Printing - Northbridge  

http://www.mgccwa.com
http://www.mgccwa.com
mailto:terwan@iinet.net.au
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Aston 
Martin 
Vanquish 

Secure Car Storage for Rent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU HAVE CAR STORAGE ISSUES?       
DON’T PARK IN THE STREET,  
I CAN SOLVE THE PROBLEM. 

 

I HAVE SPACE FOR 4 MORE CARS. $50 PER WEEK PER CAR, SECURE FACILITY  
IN WELSHPOOL. 

 

CONTACT:    MIKE CHESTER ON 0412 295 857 
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T 
his was a lovely evening with the 
scenery of Koombana Bay Beach. 
Setting up the tables with all the frills, 
people bringing a picnic tea and some 

with fish and chips. Enjoying the evening 

having a chat and having the cupcakes and 
chocolates (melted) .We had the view of 
Koombana Bay people playing volleyball, lots of 
people swimming and others enjoying the 
night around us all.   

Valentine’s Day Gathering 
Monday, February 14th 2022 
Story: Steve McDonald Images:  David Lovett  
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The MG Midget Story 
The MG Midget is all about fun! It’s a simple, 
cheap little car that promises open-top thrills 
which it delivers in spades. It’s a story that spans 
seven decades from humble roots in Oxfordshire 

to a world-beating car that conquered America.  

On the Net 
Interesting sites to visit to while away some time! 
 

The Car’s the Star 
The BBC tv special. Original air date 1997, 
presented by Quentin Willson. Sorry for the poor 
quality, it's all we got, enjoy the story and the 
good music.  

Is The MG TF A Modern Midget? 
MG have a long history of fun diminutive 
sports cars, but with the classic Midget 
affordable possibly for the last time, is the 
newer TF a better bet for the same - or less - 
money?  

           2019 MG HS Turbo X   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hIhzub1m6U&t=717s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N99P3MI9n5w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFadLr03nb0
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Dictionary meaning of the word ‘folly’. I 

think both definitions are relevant in my 

case! 

fol·ly 
  (fŏl′ē) 
n. pl. fol·lies 

1. Lack of good sense, understandin
g, or foresight: an act of folly 
2. 
a. An act or instance of foolishness:  
regretted the follies of his youth. 
b. A costly undertaking having an     
absurd or ruinous outcome. 
 

In June 2021, with the excitement of a 
child, I purchased my ’folly’ from a private 
owner in Melbourne. An auction, how 
exciting. The photos looked reasonable (all 
4 of them!!). All I could think of was, “It 
goes, and it is cheap.” It even had wire 
wheels and chrome bumpers.  And it 
wasn’t even red!     
  
Although matt black probably wasn’t my  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

first choice of colour, there it was sitting 
there in all its glory under the trees. How 
romantic. 
 

That was all I needed to know. Just some 
tidy up and get it licensed and bingo I’m off 
and running to attend all those lovely 
midweek brunches and other things MG 
owners do. 
 

When it arrived (it came by ship 
agonisingly slowly), I climbed in the driver’s 
seat and with some trepidation turned the 
key with full choke and some accelerator.  
And wow!  It started first go. How good 
was this. I did some unlicensed laps around 
the block (don’t tell me you haven’t done 
that before), wind and noise, what a thrill. I 
was hooked.   
 

I had chanced my arm enough however, so 
I went back to my garage.  I spent a fair 
while looking over my purchase smiling as I 
went. The upholstery was a bit shabby and 
the carpets a bit motheaten but what the 
heck, they are an easy fix. It’s a bit rusty on 
the dash but isn’t that patina? Chrome is a 
bit rusty in places, but there are places 
that can do that sort of stuff. 
 

The engine bay was a bit nasty with the 
pre requisite oil and grime build up and 
loose wires everywhere but nothing 
too overwhelming. I did notice the 
brakes were a bit ‘tuff’ but again 
nothing too frightening. And that 
comforting crunch on first gear, oh how 

BT’s Folly 
A 1967 MGB Story 
Story & images: Brian Turner 
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 exciting! 
 
And yes I did notice some minor rust in the 
sill and the arches but it cannot be too bad 
as I had heard about rust in MGs. How bad 
could it be anyway? It was assembled in 
Australia (car Number 4709) and licensed 
in Melbourne in 1967. Australia is a dry 
place, so rust won’t be a problem. Hang on 
a minute, every time I go to Melbourne it 
rains! 
 
The identification plate indicates “Nurberg 
white” and this car surely ‘ain’t’ white! And 
the brush strokes were a bit obvious up 
close. Oh well, a possible respray needed.   
 

Not a total disaster so far. Very proud of 
myself. What the heck, I needed something 
to do during COVID.  
 
Well where are we now? Driving to those 
lovely brunch runs in my beautiful ‘67 
MGB? You will 
just have to 
wait until the 
next Octagon 
to find out. 
Here is a sneak 
preview but 
you all knew 
what was 
coming 
anyway. 
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PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP 
BASIC PRINCIPLES 

 

 
 

P O O is a self-judging form of MG ‘Concours’ type 
of competition. Successfully used by many other 
MG Clubs and Centres around the world, without 
the complexities of the “Concours’ rules. 
 
Any MG can enter, whatever their condition, as the 
car is not judged by specialist judges but by the 
owners. Using a simple set of criteria which does 
not require detailed knowledge of the cars being 
judged. 
 
The committee hopes that by making this change 
to our annual Show N Shine competition, more 
members will join in the spirit of the event and 
enter their car and have a go at judging the cars in 
that class. [apart from their own!] 
 
There is no entry charge for the P O O and there 
just six classes as shown on the entry form. 
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This interesting list of tips was published in the April 2020 edition of ‘Opposite Lock’, the MG Car 
Club of Sydney’s monthly Magazine.   
By Greg Ferreday 

We’d love to make this a regular section.  If you have tips, tricks or technical know how that you 
would like to share with the members, please email me so we can ‘get it out there’ for all to 
benefit from.  octagon@ westnet.com.au 

mailto:octagon@%20westnet.com.au
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Sarah Fry was presented 
with her 2021 Ladies 
Champion trophy at the 
February General 
Meeting.  
 
Congratulations to Sarah 
on a successful 2021 
season! 
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SOCIAL EVENTS IN MARCH 
 

All Club members are welcome to 
participate in these social events.  As 
they are listed on the Club’s events 
calendar, your concessionally 
registered car can be driven to, from 
and during each event.   

 
 
Midweek Brunch Run – Thursday 10th 
March 
The March Midweek Run will be 
another brunch run, commencing from 
the Ampol Servo on Toodyay Road 
Stratton, gathering from 8:45am for a 
9:15am start.  The Run will be an 
enjoyable 70km winding scenic drive 
through the hills to the Dome Café in 
Mundaring.  (Alternatively, if you 
prefer an outdoor setting for COVID 
reasons, bring folding chairs for a 
picnic in the Lions Pioneer Park by the 
Mundaring Village shopping centre 
east carpark or the Sculpture Park on 
Jacoby Street.)  Contact is Eddie 
Preston (email prest100@iinet.net.au 
or mobile 0402 135 090).   
 
MGA Register Brunch Run – Sunday 
13th March 
The MGA Register will be hosting a 
Brunch Run on the morning of the 
Show’n’Shine, meeting at the 
Mundaring Shopping Centre (eastern 

end off Stoneville Road behind KFC) at 
8:15am for a prompt 8:30am start.  
The run will cover a leisurely 71km and 
finish at Oakover Grounds in the Swan 
Valley for breakfast, handy to the 
Show’n’Shine venue at Bayswater 
Riverside Gardens.  Contact is Tony 
Ford, mobile 0400 202 474 or email 
tonyford@westnet.com.au.  For venue 
booking purposes, please advise Tony 
if you are intending to join this Run. 
 
MG Show’n’Shine– Sunday 13th 
March 
This annual event will be held on 
Sunday 13th March at Bayswater 
Riverside Gardens, commencing at 
1:00pm with the access gate (at the 
end of Milne St) open from 12:00pm.  
A good number and variety of MGs 
from our Club as well as the MG 
Owners Club and the MGTC Owners 
Club will be displayed for an admiring 
public. All members are encouraged to 
come along to this prestige event to 
display their cars, enter the ‘Pride of 
Ownership’ judging and enjoy some 
MG fellowship with other owners.  
Vehicle entry is by ‘Gold Coin’ charity 
donation at the gate. 
 
Nog’n’Natter – Tuesday 15th March 
The monthly Nog’n’Natter will be held 
on Tuesday 15th March, meeting 
7:30pm for an 8:00pm start, at the 

mailto:prest100@iinet.net.au
mailto:tonyford@westnet.com.au
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The Deadline for items for the April 2022 edition of the  
Octagon will be Monday 28th  March. 

Clubrooms.  A convivial 
Nog’n’Natter over supper will 
follow a short briefing on Club 
matters and events by Committee 
members.  Note that COVID-19 
check-in procedures will be in 
place. 
 
Southern Chapter: British Auto 
Classic Show Busselton – Saturday 
19th March 
The Southern Chapter will meet at 
Signal Park in Busselton at 9:30am 
to join the display organised by the 
Rover Owners Club of WA.  There 
will be direction signs placed along 
the route in Busselton.  Contact is 
Ted and Robyn Mullins, mobile 
0419 925 632 or email 
robynted01@hotmail.com. 
 
Southern Chapter Wellington Dam 
Picnic Run – Sunday 20th March 
Meet at Harvey Cheese in South 
Western Hwy Wokalup at 10:30am 
for an 11:00am start. The run will 
venture along pleasant rural roads 
to Wellington Dam.  Bring a picnic 
lunch, drinks and chairs.  Contact is 
Colin and Dot Eastick (0408 914 
713 or deastick1@gmail.com). 
 

Elizabethan Run – Sunday 27th 
March 
Meet at the Guildford Train Station 
Carpark (on the north side, off 
Stirling Gardens) from 10am for a 
10:30am start.  The 86km scenic 
drive will be through forest and 
orchard areas to end for lunch at 
the Last Drop Elizabethan Village in 
Bedfordale.  Contact is Tony Ford, 
mobile 0400 202 474 or email 
tonyford@westnet.com.au.  For 
venue booking purposes, please 
advise Tony if you are intending to 
join this Run. 

 
ADVANCE NOTICE 

 
Curtin Radio Classic Car 
Spectacular – Sunday 3rd April 
The annual Curtin FM Radio Classic 
Car Spectacular is being held at the 
Trinity Playing Fields (6 Elderfield 
Road, Waterford) on Sunday 3rd 
April, as per the flyer printed 
elsewhere in this Octagon.  The 
Club has 8 places available for 
members’ cars, which must be in 
place before 9:30am and can 
depart no earlier than 3:00pm.  If 
you wish to display your MG as 
part of the MGCC display, please 
contact Doug Bush on mobile  

mailto:robynted01@hotmail.com
mailto:deastick1@gmail.com
mailto:tonyford@westnet.com.au
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 0452 561 398 or email 
dougmgwa@msn.com and advise him 
of your MG model and registration 
number.  Entry is free for display cars 
and $10 for adult spectators. 
 
Northam Flying 50 – Saturday 9th and 
Sunday 10th April 
The Northam Festival of Speed is 
organised each year by the Vintage 
Sports Car Club of WA over two days.  
This year the event is being held on 
Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th April, 
with the Lindsay Monk Hillclimb held at 
Mt Ommaney on Saturday morning and 
the main event, the Northam Flying 50 
‘round the houses’ regularity event, 
being conducted on Sunday.   
 
Our Club traditionally organises a run 
and Club display on the shaded lawn by 
the Avon River near the pits on the 
Sunday, to enjoy the classic and historic 
vehicles running in the Flying 50 event 
and to support our members who will 
be competing.   
 
A convoy run to Northam on Sunday 
will start from the shopping area 
carpark in Sawyers Valley, meeting at 
08:30am for a 9.00am departure. Bring 
your folding chairs and picnic hampers!   
 
Southern Chapter: Augusta 
Overnighter - Saturday 30th April and 
Sunday 1st May 2022 
The Southern Chapter will be hosting a 

run from the Back Beach Café in 
Bunbury to Augusta Hotel on Saturday 
30th April, returning on Sunday 1st May 
and has extended an invitation to all 
Club members to participate.  The run 
will travel through wine country, ending 
up in the beautiful south coast town of 
Augusta for a convivial dinner and 
overnight stay.   
 

Rooms at the Augusta Hotel are limited 
so please book early by phone on 9758 
1944; mention MG Car Club on booking 
for a discounted rate of $110 per 
couple.  After booking, please inform 
organiser Terry Old on mobile 0427 561 
562 or email terryold01@bigpond.com.  
 
Shannons Classic Car Show – Sunday 
1st May 
The Council of Motoring Clubs of WA is 
again holding its annual Classic Car 
Show at Ascot Racecourse. More than 
40 clubs will be there showcasing over 
700 cars and assorted vehicles. There 
will also be displays by automotive 
traders as well as exhibits of vintage 
radios, prams, clothing and 
collectables. Public entry cost is $10 per 
adult, however if you are bringing your 
classic car to display, have registered 
and received an admission pass there is 
no charge. 
 
Our Club has booked a site and if you 
intend to take your MG along to 
display, please contact the Club’s 
organiser for this event, Doug Bush, on 

mailto:dougmgwa@msn.com
mailto:terryold01@bigpond.com
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mobile 0452 561 398.  As noted, there 
is no fee to attend in your classic car if 
you have registered and you will 
receive an admission pass by email.  
After registering to attend, please let 
Doug Bush know (email 

dougmgwa@msn.com) so that he can 
include your MG in the Club’s allocated 
display area.  Cars for display need to 
be in place before 9am. 
 
               Tony Ford 

 

mailto:dougmgwa@msn.com
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MX5 Racing Point 2 Point 
Sunday 30th January 2022 
Story & images: Sarah Fry 

W 
hilst I was browsing the 
competition events on various 
web sites I came across the 

invitation by the MX5 racing group for a 
ladies only Point 2 Point event which they 
were holding at the Wanneroo Raceway. I 
had seen these types of events advertised 
before but the fact it was ladies only, to 
encourage women into motorsport, I 
thought, why not give it a go.  
 
I had taken part in the TSOA Autokhana in 
Coogee the week before, as a way back 
into competitions, after almost 6 months 
off recovering from the tendon repair in 
my ankle. I felt ok so I put my entry in. Low 
and behold the 15 places filled up in 2 days 
but I did get my entry accepted. There was 
now await list forming.  
 
The MX5 racing members were being 
guests of the Superkart club race meeting 
by sharing the track for the day as a way of 
beating costs. The course would utilise the 
long track and would be a sprint. All laps 
would be timed with results being the 
combined total of your fastest lap from 
each group of runs.  
 
There would be a maximum of 7 cars on 
the track at any time. Rules stated NO 
OVERTAKING. MX5 racing would be 
allocated time slots in between the 
superkart races. We had a sign up for a 
kartwest sportscar day licence. We would 
aim for 3 runs over 4 sessions as long as no 
one spun off! 

Cars entered in one of 4 groups  
A= up to 2,000cc 
B= 2,001-3,750cc 
C= over 3,750cc 
D= all 4 wheel drive 
 
We took the MG to be scrutineered the 
week before in Belmont along with all the 
other entrants and completed all the 
paperwork then to save time on the day.  
A very nice group of people, the ladies 
were chatty and friendly, some quite new 
to motorsport. 
 
The course started by going down the 
north ramp into the pit lane, going down 
the pit lane the wrong way through a 
chicane of cones. Turning 360oC on the 
last one and coming back down the pit 
lane the right way and onto the track at 
corner one. When the car before you 
drove past the foot of the ramp that was 
the cue to go.  
 
The timing involved tagging on at the start 
just before your run then breaking a beam 
to start the clock. When you broke the 
beam again at the end of your run that’s 
what gave you your time. This works well 
until the car in front of you spins off and 
you end up breaking the beam instead of 
them. When that happened the remainder 
of the runs were aborted and no times 
after the spin off would count, very 
annoying. 
 
The 1st session saw one car go off in the  
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 sand, the 2nd session all cars completed 
the 3 laps, the 3rd session another driver 
succumbed to the off field, but thankfully 
none was injured except their pride. 
 
MX-5 Racing WA Inc. is an incorporated 
club formed for the sole purpose of 
running motorsport competitions for club 
members. 
 
MX5 Racing WA was formed for the 
following reasons. 
To provide an entry point into competitive 
motorsport for participants in MDD's 
monthly skills development sessions which 
are also managed from the website. 
To give entry level access to world class 
motorsport competition like that of the 
MX-5 Club of WA for any make of car (not 
limited to MX-5s). 
To provide another avenue for those who 
do not make the cut in the various local 
club competitions which are 
oversubscribed and help develop skills 

such that they can make the cut. 
To be a Motorsport Australia 
affiliated club, train members in all 
things MA and to promote participation in 
the wide range of MA sanctioned events. 
MX5 Racing WA Inc. is not a social club. 
Only active motorsport participants are 
wanted. If you are not prepared to 
contribute to this club as an official or 
competitor with the commitment to 
actively participate and to improve your 
skills then this club is not for you. 
Absolute beginners are most welcome. 
 
At the end of a very hot day there was a 
quick de brief and thanks to the organisers. 
Everyone agreed we all had a great day of 
camaraderie and leant how fun 
motorsport can be. There are more events 
and driving skills days planned for this 
year, well worth a go for anyone wanting 
to get into motorsport. 
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Cars line up for the start 
at Jack’s Hill 

In-car view of the start 
from Sarah’s MGB 

Anther successful day! 
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F 
ebruary has been a quiet month as 
far as competitive events go, with 
only two Tarmac Sportz Series events 
planned this month. A Hill Climb on 

Saturday 12th and a Time Attack Sprint on 
26th, both events count towards club 
championship points. Sarah Fry took part in 
the Hill Climb and said it was an excellent 
event.  
 
March brings us many more opportunities for 
competitive action, including the first round 
of the State Motorkhana Championship.  
 

• Tarmac Sportz Series Point 2 Point at 
Wanneroo Raceway on Saturday 12th - 
all event details on WASCC website – 
this event counts towards club 
championship points. 

• TSOA Autokhana at Kwinana 
Motorplex on Sunday 13th – event 
details were emailed out via 
Membership Secretary Richard 
Gusterson - this event counts towards 
club championship points. 

• Jaguar Track Day Regularity at 
Wanneroo Raceway on Tuesday 15th – 
event details were emailed out via 
Membership Secretary Richard 
Gusterson - this event counts towards 
club championship points. 

• Tarmac Sportz Series Time Attack at 
Wanneroo Raceway on Saturday 19th - 
all event details on WASCC website – 
this event counts towards club 
championship points. 

• State Motorkhana Round 1 in the pit 
area at Wanneroo Raceway – event 
details to be sent out once available - 

this event counts towards club 
championship points. Round 1 is 
usually a come and try event too, 
which means first time motorkhana 
drivers are welcome to try it out 
without having a motorsport licence.  

 
Advanced Notice for April: - 

 
 Northam Motorsport festival is coming on 
Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th April. The 
Mount Ommaney Hill Climb is on the 
Saturday, with the Flying 50 Round the 
Houses Regularity taking place on the Sunday. 
Both events count towards our Vintage 
Championship. Event details can be found on 
the Vintage Sports Car Club website. I’m 
tempted to take part in the Flying 50 now 
that my MGF has turned 25.  
 
I’m still waiting for my new MG ZST to arrive, 
which is likely to be the end of March. I think 
I’ll give it run out at one of the State 
Motorkhana rounds and advise on the 
suitability. I was quite impressed with the 
handling during the test drive, so it will be fun 
to put it through its paces.  It would be great 
to see some of the new MGs take part in 
competitive events.  
 
If you have any queries with any upcoming 
events, please let me know. And as always, if 
you hear of any competition events that we 
haven’t promoted, let us know, so we can 
keep your fellow MG drivers informed. 
 
Here’s to a rapid and fun March. 
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 MX5 Racing WA Inc. is open for 
business.  The business of running 
affordable motorsport competitions 
for their members. No funds are 
spent on social events or on non-
members.  Event fees are set to be 
cost neutral. Add up all the 
outgoings for an event and divide 
by the number of entrants gives the 
fee.   Tasks required to run safe, 
efficient and fun events will be done 
by our members.  Every competitor 
will have a small job. You will all be 
a part of the crew.  You will be an 
integral part of our club and save 
yourselves a stack of money.   No 
previous experience required. 
Membership runs from January 1st 
to December 31st.  The annual 
membership fee is $50. 
 

NOT RESTRICTED TO MX-5s  
*** Any safe roadworthy 

suitable car by approval *** 
 

14 Reasons to join MX5 Racing 
 

• Get access to motorsport not 
 otherwise available to you. 

• Low cost/ Great value. 
• Open to all skill levels including 

 absolute beginners. 
• Experience the joy of spirited 

 competitive driving. 
• A level of competition for 

 everybody. 
• Improve your driving skills. 
• Be part of a team. 
• Enjoy a group of likeminded 

 people and make lifelong 

 friends. 
• MA affiliated.  Can get a MA 

 license via us and enter many 
 other MA sanctioned events. 

• Get to enjoy your car legally 
 and safely. 

• Any roadworthy car suitable 
 for short course tarmac events. 

• Or three prime 
 principles: SAFE, FAIR, FUN 

• Access to women's only 
 motorsport events. 

• Optimum track time, getting 
 more time on the track than 
 you would at like events. 

 
 
 5 Reasons NOT to join MX5 
   Racing. 
  
• If you are not going to 

 compete in motorsport or be 
 an official this club is not for 
 you. 

• If you are not prepared to 
 learn and improve, this club is 
 not for you. 

• If you can't act responsibly, be 
 kind and helpful, this club is 
 not for you. 

• This is a club. You are required 
 to contribute. We are not a 
 service organisation.   

• If you don't intend to enjoy 
 yourself, then this club is not 
 for you. 
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Some interesting advice recently doing ‘the rounds’ on social media! 
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Sadly none of these efforts had any 
effect. A plea by the American 
dealer network for a change of 
heart, partly orchestrated by John 
Thornley, was also 
unceremoniously kicked into touch 
by Sir Michael Edwardes. 
 

Their plan was to eventually 
engineer a completely new state-of
-the-art replacement for the MGB 
designed to bring the marque back 
into profitability. Once again the 
major stumbling block was the fact 
that Sir Michael Edwardes had no 
intention of selling the brand. He 
was however coming under 
increased pressure from the 
government and the press to show 
more flexibility. As a result he 
relented and agreed to sell the 
factory and allow the consortium 
to use the MG brand under licence. 
Unfortunately this wasn’t enough 
to secure the necessary financial 
backing and despite a herculean 
effort by Curtis and his partners the 
deal fell through. There was of 
course massive disappointment at 
Abingdon and a realisation that this 
really was now the end of the road.  

Hardly had the ink dried on the 
Edwardes plan when two Canadian 
businessmen (Messrs Lalonde and 
Mason) flew to London with the 
idea of purchasing the MG factory 
and continuing production of the 
MGB. Their plan was to set up a 
kind of workers’ cooperative with 
money coming from private equity. 
After discussions with the 
government it became clear that 
BL had no intention of selling either 
the factory or the MG brand. Next 
in the frame was a private 
consortium led by Alan Curtis, co-
chairman and managing director of 
Aston Martin. They too wanted to 
keep the ‘B’ in production at 
Abingdon but with the benefit of a 
facelift to bring it up to date.  
 

There was however one last 
project awaiting the Abingdon 
engineering department. It did not 
have an EX number nor even an 
ADO number, simply the code 
name ‘Bounty’. Under a shroud of 
secrecy the staff were issued with 
their instructions. They would act 
as liaison engineers for a brand 
new model that would be put into  

 Abingdon  -  The Final Days  - Part Three 
 By Peter Neal  
 Reprinted from the MG Car Club (UK) Magazine ‘Safety Fast’ 
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 production at Cowley. This was of 
course the much vaunted product 
of the collaboration arrangement 
that Edwardes had set up with the 
Honda Motor Company.  
 
Just before the announcement that 
the MG factory was to close, BL 
released details of their new 
Triumph TR7 two-seater 
convertible destined for the 
American market. On paper it was 
quite a nice little sports car: 2-litre 
slant-four ohc engine, 5-speed 
manual transmission, reinforced 
body shell with its lowered rear 
deck line and boot lid making it 
better looking altogether than the 
coupe. Priced at just under $8,500, 
JRT expected to sell some 25,000 of 
these cars across the USA per 
annum. There was only one 
problem. It wasn’t an MG. The 
American sports car buying public 
voted with their feet and simply 
walked away from this latest 
offering from BL.  
 

The advantage to BL was that they 
would get a fully engineered vehicle 
and tooling at a bargain price. 
Intended as a replacement for the 
Marina, both the manufacturing of 
the body shell and vehicle assembly 
would take place at Cowley with 
engines and associated hardware 

being shipped over from Japan. The 
engineering team soon became 
aware that the model they were 
dealing with was the Honda Ballade 
which carried over a large number 
of well proven Civic components. 
The Abingdon team saw a certain 
irony in the fact that the car they 
were responsible for would be 
badged in the UK as the Triumph 
Acclaim!  
 
As time went on, and despite heavy 
discounting, the US dealers 
struggled to shift them in any 
appreciable numbers and by 1981 
the company, its sports car strategy 
in tatters, decided to cease 
production of its flagship sports car. 
This left just Jaguar and Land Rover 
to carry the banner in the United 
States, a market pioneered by MG 
back in the heady post war era and 
undeniably a market that they had 
come to regard as their own. In the 
light of subsequent events most 
observers tend to agree that the 
closure of the MG factory and the 
abandonment of one of the most 
popular sports cars of all time was, 
from every point of view, an 
extraordinarily flawed decision.  
 
Abingdon is still awaiting its 
apology.  
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Classic Mid Week Run 
Thursday 10th February 2022 
Story: Rowena Wallace 
Images: Doug Bush 

T he morning was already warming 
up to its predicted 35 degrees, so the 
early start for the brunch run was well 
considered. We’d collected the MGB 
two days earlier so this was our first 
real drive in an MG so we were very 
excited about the run. We’re MG car 
and club newbies!  
 
The run was scheduled to commence 
at 9.15am from the Bean2Brook café at 
Pickering Brook. We arrived just in 
time for a quick chat and to receive the 
run instructions. Everyone was so 
friendly and looking forward to the 
drive and of course brunch.  There 
were so many lovely MGs to look at in 
the carpark but that would have to 
wait for later as everyone was getting 
ready to leave. The carpark was 
cleared of MGs very quickly and we 
were on our way for a scenic 55km 
drive to the historic Jarrahdale General 
Store café for brunch.  
 

Back to the run instructions, which we 
followed for about 8km then we 
promptly got lost. After a stop to re-
read the run sheet and a u-turn, we 
were back on track, albeit not another 
MG in sight. The run instructions were 
very clear with good notes, just us 

being new to everything was the added 
complexity. The drive was picturesque 
through native bush land, lots of 
winding roads and the MGB was a joy 
to drive with the top down. We did see 
another MG who stopped at each 
major intersection to ensure we kept 
on track, thanks Tony this was much 
appreciated!  
 

We arrived at the Jarrahdale General 
Store café and parked. The carpark 
look spectacular with so many polished 
and shiny MGs. We did a slow walk to 
the café looking at all the different 
cars. The café has a wide shady 
verandah and an inviting indoor dining 
area. The orders were quickly taken 
and the food promptly arrived. The 
orders ranged from muffins and coffee 
through to scrumptious fully cooked 
breakfasts. Everyone was delighted 
with their brunch selection. By about 
11.30am everyone commenced their 
individual journey home back down 
the scarp.   
 

The run route was very well thought 
out and a pleasure to drive. The 
brunch, general chatter and laughter 
from the dining area and verandah was 
wonderful, well done Eddie Preston for 
arranging such a great midweek 
brunch run.  
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 Miniature MG 
Model cars for the enthusiast 

For those of us who are young of heart, want a static representation of their car or just have a 
little time on their hands, here are a couple of great model car finds from the internet! 

Aoshima The Model Car 1/24 BLMC G/HM4 MG-B MK-2 
'68 Plastic Model 
This plastic kit looks to be very detailed and a good 
representation of the actual vehicle.  Being a Japanese 
model, it is sure to be of a high level of detail and overall 
quality.  Ships worldwide.  
https://www.plazajapan.com/4905083056851/            AU$30.50 
                + shipping 

Aoshima The Model Car 1/24 BLMC G/HM4 MG-B CLUB 
RALLY Ver.`66 Plastic Model 
As stated above, this plastic kit looks to also be very 
detailed and a good representation of the actual vehicle.  A 
’66 Mk1 version of the car in rally finish.  Ships worldwide.  
https://www.plazajapan.com/4905083061268/            AU$30.50 
                + shipping 

https://www.plazajapan.com/4905083056851/
https://www.plazajapan.com/4905083061268/
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Competition Events 

Social Events 

All calendar events correct at time of publication.  
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Please note:- Advertisements in MG Marketplace are limited to three lines and one image. 
Please ensure the picture is not larger than 1Mb in size.  Information when selling a vehicle 
should include year of manufacture, approx. miles or km travelled and any modifications or 
extras included. 

$750 

 FOR SALE MGTF 1500 
1954   

Darren Mascurine                                  0405 644 203 
$55 000 

Willow Grey, matching engine and chassis numbers and custom 
plates included. 

$750 

 WANTED 78 - 79 MGB Roadster 
   

Neil Magee   0408 603 012   neil.t.magee@gmail.com 
Negotiable 

Manual, very good condition, mechanically sound, without rust, 
Preferable with background history. 

$750 

 WANTED MGB Sway bar/wheels 
   

Mark           0417 092 139      mtrook@iprimus.com.au 
Negotiable 

Seeking an anti sway bar / anti roll bar 3/4 inch to suit MGB.  Also 
seeking a set of alloy wheels, Minilite type, to suit MGB.    

$750 

 AUCTION MG Car Club Box Trailer 
   

All bids to treasurer by 15th March  info@mgccwa.com 
AUCTION 

For sale by silent auction. The highest bid gets the trailer com-
plete with brand new tyres, canvas top and Rego until September 
2022 

mailto:neil.t.magee@gmail.com
mailto:mtrook@iprimus.com.au
mailto:info@mgccwa.com
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$750 

 FOR SALE MGF Trophy 
  Carramar 

Milena     0413 153 466     milena2@y7mail.com 
$9 000 

Very good condition, regularly serviced,  Electric windows, power 
steering. 

$750 

 

FOR SALE MGB Competition Roadster 

1968   

Dennis Fair                        0419 944 427 
$25 000 

Not registered,  Cams logbook, single weber. including trailer, will 
separate. Lots of new parts. 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

 WANTED 

   

John Tillman                                            0427 323 610 
Negotiable 

Serviceable 3.9 Diff or complete Diff Suitable for 62 - 67 MGB 

MGB Differential 

$750 

 FOR SALE 

  North Fremantle 

Robert Pearce               0422 391 250 
$26 000+ 

Extensively refurbished and in good running condition. 

MG TD 

CONCESSIONAL VEHICLE LICENCES 
 

$750 

 FOR SALE 

   

Warren McEvoy   0487 799 007    wamce78@gmail.com Offers 

Wire wheels 4”x15” 48 spoke. Splines 85%.  Painted grey.  5 tyres, 4 
good 1 average spare. 165xSRx15.  5 tubes.  Old but no leaks or re-
pairs to suit tyres. All suitable for limited road use & rolling display. 

MG TD/TF Wheels 

mailto:milena2@y7mail.com
mailto:wamce78@gmail.com


40  

 


